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This is a public thank you note to nurses everywhere. For better or 
worse, I have watched you hard at work. In cancer wards, critical coro-
nary units, emergency rooms, and intensive care. In physician practic-
es, home health settings, obstetric suites, and schools. You are men and 
women, young and old, imposing and petite. You are quiet and shy, 
or chatty from the first “hello.” You have developed your own unique 
brand of care, but your compassion and dedication are familiar, as 
common among your colleagues as your kind smile.

One of you is named Beth. Beth has a son…he’s 8, I believe. I met 
Beth in my mother’s intensive care room. Mom, the patient, was un-
conscious, breathing through a ventilator, with three “presser” meds 
force-flowing intravenously into her to improve her circulatory met-
rics into the survivable range. Pressers are hail-Mary drugs.  When a 
doctor asks a colleague, “Is he on pressers?” it’s like code for, “It’s not 
looking good, right?”

Anyway, Beth went about her business methodically, verbally 
thrifty, at first. She had replaced a bubbly night nurse who could make 
changing a bedpan seem like a party game. As I had at the beginning 
of each shift, I asked Beth a series of questions that demonstrated I 
understood a bit more medical science than an average layman and 
less than I thought I did. She answered dutifully and competently. She 
tended well to my mom. She left the room and, eventually, so did I. 

I returned the next morning and Beth was back, too. Something 
shifted. Our dialogue warmed. The ventilator continued to feed my 
mother’s lungs, but the three presser meds had been reduced to two – 
one drip line hung dry. When Beth had finished a series of diagnostic 
chores, I nodded toward the hall. We met just outside the doorway. “I 
need to ask you a question…one you probably have no answer for,” 
I said.

Beth looked into my eyes without speaking, wary. 
“….you don’t know my mom, but she’s not a typical 86-year-old. 

She’s active and energetic and fiercely independent. She would rather 
die than ‘burden’ us with her care…Two days ago, I had to make an 
impossible decision: Do nothing and let her bleed out or approve the 
surgery (from which she had yet to awaken) and potentially condemn 
her to suffering and a diminished life…Before she passed out, she 
looked up at me – I think she was frightened…her eyes were full-circle 
wide. She asked, ‘Am I going to make it?’ I said, ‘yes.’ I’m not sure if I 
was lying to her or myself or both of us.” 

Beth’s face had softened. Still, she refrained from speech. 
“I had no way of knowing what my mother wanted,” I continued. 

“But when she asked me if she would make it…I think she wished to 
continue to live.”

My voice broke. I cried. Pools formed in Beth’s eyes, too. Finally, 
she replied. “Your mom reminds me of my grandma. I can tell she’s 
special. She’s tough. You did the right thing.”

My chest suddenly less tight than moments before, I looked down 
at the floor but failed to suppress my tears. I gasped and gurgled, then 
composed myself as well as I could.  

“You did the right thing,” Beth said again. And she hugged me in 
the doorway in the middle of a normal workday for her.   

The next day, Beth closed the valve on another presser. The day af-
ter, she shut the third one off. Then, she helped the respiratory therapy 
team measure my mother’s breathing capacity before she disconnected 
the ventilator for good. 

Beth had five days off. She and her husband had intended to take 
their son camping, but they fell sick and postponed. When she re-
turned to the hospital, she was assigned to a different wing than the 
one with my mother’s room, so I was surprised when she came to visit 
just because she wanted to. 

My mom improved. She moved on from intensive care and into 
a smaller room at the other end of the floor. Since she could speak – 
when the ventilator came out – the precocious patient had – each day 
– reported to the medical staff that it was the day she was going home. 
She was wrong for seven days until she was right. And on that eighth 
day, Beth was my mom’s nurse again, and she triumphantly helped the 
fragile but feisty old lady into her sweatsuit, a wheelchair, and my car. 
Beth hugged my mother, an authentic love-heavy hug. She then pulled 
away from her and embraced me. 

There have been many Beths who have helped me through my 
darkest moments, when the black thoughts suffocate the fluorescent 
white light haunting an endless ribbon of hallway tile. In the moments 
when I feared I would lose someone I love forever, the Beths fortified 
me to overcome my fears. So, too, did the Beths comfort me as my 
fears were tragically realized. Win or lose, the Beths have been beside 
me when I wheeled women I have loved out of the hospital for the 
final time. 

This is for the nurses. The Beths. The Angels of Mercy, as they are 
sometimes known – for good reason – in my Faith. 

*  *  *

Two weeks ago, in this column, I penned a tribute to Cecil Abarr, 
an important figure in Skidaway Island history. I identified Cecil as 
president of The Landings developer, The Branigar Organization, re-
locating from Illinois to Skidaway in 1978. Cecil did serve as Bran-
igar’s president, but not until 10 years after he arrived as vice presi-
dent of finance. From 1978 to 1988, Richard Burke, who remains a 
Skidaway resident today, steered Branigar as its president, and Cecil 
worked alongside Richard as they stewarded the growth of this place. 
The two men remained friends for more than four decades, until Ce-
cil’s recent death. 
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Letters to the editor

ON THE MOVE
Relocation Experts Offer Concierge Services

WE’RE GIVING IT AWAY!
The Skinnie Football Pool Continues

FLOWER POWER
Many thanks to our 

Skidaway Island neighbors 
who supported the Chapter 
BB/P.E.O. Plant Sale. We 
were overwhelmed with the 
Landings community’s en-
thusiasm for purchases and monetary donations. We had a banner 
year and plan to give more than $6,000 to scholarships for women in 
the U.S., Canada and elsewhere. 

We have partnered with Oelschigs Nursery for this event since 
2014. They have been fabulous in accommodating our needs even 
through two years of COVID restrictions. Our heartfelt thanks to 
them.  

Kudus to the volunteers and patrons who made it a fun-packed, 
colorful day with so many beautiful plants. Thank you all!

Jacqy Soderberg

PERSONAL HISTORY
When I read your article on Tinian Island, I wished I could have 

asked my father about his experience. He was a World War II and 
Korean War U.S. Army veteran as well as a civilian security analyst for 

the NSA during the Vietnam War.

Attached are photos of my father (center soldier) and myself 
(2014). While on Tinian Island, he worked on building the runways 
there and sent my mother some photos of his buddies, “big” bombs 
and the Enola Gay. After my husband and I had visited the Air and 
Space Museum in Dulles, I emailed the two pictures to my siblings.

 
My husband and I always look forward to your well-written and 

often heartbreaking articles. As Veteran’s Day approaches (at the time 
of this letter’s writing), I hope we will all reflect on the bravery and 
sacrifice of our heroes.

 
My father passed away three years ago at the age of 101. 
 

Geri Koehler 
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A pearl necklace is a versatile accessory for any occasion, especially 
when paired with matching earrings.

Building a jewelry collection spans a 
lifetime. Many women remember 
receiving their first piece of nice jew-

elry, usually given to them as a young lady 
for a significant birthday or at a family cel-
ebration. The collection often grows from 
that first piece. There is no better time than 
the holiday season to put together a wish list 
and drop hints for a new piece. If someone 
you love is looking for a perfect gift for you, 
start by sharing this article with them. For 
the husband reading this, if you are unsure 

what to get, peek inside her jewelry box and 
look for what she doesn’t already have. Every 
woman’s assortment is unique, but there are 
staples that can be worn for many years for 
life’s events and special occasions. 

If classic is your style, then keep it tradi-
tional and start with diamonds. As you may 
already have heard, diamonds are a girl’s best 
friend. They pair perfectly with jeans or a 
cocktail dress, adding the right amount of 
sparkle to any outfit. Consider a pair of di-

amond stud earrings and a matching tennis 
bracelet. These come in all shapes and sizes 
and budgets, and can be as dynamic as the 
person wearing them.

What might sound like a cliché is still true 
today: Southern women love their pearls. 
Whether you were born and raised in the 
South or have recently moved here, it is safe 
to say a classic pearl necklace and matching 
stud earrings are loved by all. Quite often, it is 
that “first piece of good jewelry” most young 

women receive. Pearls are not just a Southern staple, they are a time-
less everyday accessory, and perfect with any style. 

A luxury timepiece or watch is an essential piece for every wom-
an’s wardrobe. A classic luxury watch will never go out of style and 
is a great gift to celebrate any milestone occasion. There are no rules 
regarding what defines the perfect watch. It is purely a personal pref-
erence as to what color metal, case size, and shape you like best. It also 
doesn’t matter if you prefer a metal bracelet or a leather strap.

Colored stones are a must. Whether you prefer sapphires, rubies, 
emeralds, or love them all, colored stones are a great gift. Adding a pop 
of color to your day or evening, these stones can be worn simply as a 
right-hand ring, earrings, necklace, or bracelet. Don’t hesitate to wear 
a stack or combination of any of these. 

Whether bold and chunky, delicate, or something in between, a 
classic precious metal bracelet and matching necklace are two pieces 
that are always fashionable, adding shine to any occasion. They can be 
silver or gold or platinum, in a variety of styles adding shine to any 
occasion.

You can always wear an everyday pendant to add a little bit of el-
egance to a basic ensemble. It can be as simple as a gold initial on a 
chain, a diamond solitaire, or your favorite-colored stone semi-pre-
cious pendant on a chain.

Hoop earrings never go out of style. Hoops come in all shapes and 

Timeless 
Beauty

Jewelry Box
Essentials

By Lowell Kronowitz

sizes, in gold or silver, with or without stones. Small and dainty or big 
and bold, no woman can have too many hoop earrings.

To round out your timeless jewelry collection, consider a statement 
necklace – a “wow” piece for the most special occasion. Whenever you 
wear it, its sparkles can be seen from across the room, making you feel 
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like the most beautiful woman alive. It could be diamonds, sapphires, 
or a lustrous strand of South Sea pearls. Whatever statement your 
necklace makes, it is destined to be a showstopper piece of jewelry in 
any collection. 

When women think back on their childhood, no doubt they fondly 
recall sitting beside their grandmothers, beloved aunts, or mothers, 
admiring a specific piece of jewelry. Perhaps, it was a ring or a dia-
mond brooch. They never forgot seeing a twinkle in your eye whenev-
er you these women wear their favorite jewelry. Jewelry is best enjoyed 
when it conjures special memories. It’s that wonderful recollection 
that comes from wearing a cherished family heirloom presented on a 
special occasion or from a beloved relative.  A treasured heirloom is a 
gift that will be unmatched for years to come.

Remember, a classic collection is much more than the individual 
items in your jewelry box. These pieces give you confidence and make 
you feel beautiful while wearing them. They are reminders of mile-
stone occasions and tell the story of your fondest memories. Whether 
you have all these pieces in your jewelry collection or only a few, these 
classic styles and designs will stand the test of time. Fashionable pieces 
may come and go, but luxury jewelry pieces will be treasured for many 
years to come. You can never go wrong in purchasing a timeless piece 
of jewelry for yourself or a loved one.

Lowell Kronowitz is the fourth generation family owner of Levy Jew-
elers
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DAY SPAS
Local day spas are not to be dismissed. Many day spa treatments 

rival the high-end treatments available at exclusive destination and 
resort spas, while providing the convenience of remaining close to 
home. Ayurvedic and Shirodhara treatments are available right here 
in Savannah. 

Ayurvedic massage incorporates the 5,000-year-old Indian princi-
ples of Ayurveda, which translates to “the science of life.” This type 
of massage is designed to create balance among the mind, body, and 
spirit, and to help the body heal itself. Each massage is tailored to 
address imbalances in the client’s dosha (meaning “that which causes 
problems).” According to licensed massage therapist Dana Gunter, 
“Whether it is stress at work or lack of sleep, Ayurvedic treatments 
are designed to create a stillness within the mind and body. Abhyanga 
is a full-body massage that eases muscle soreness, soothes the nervous 
system, and leaves the client feeling refreshed.” 

Shirodhara is a treatment made famous by the Golden Door of 

San Marcos, California. During Shirodhara, a warm stream of herbal 
oil is poured through a copper vessel over the client’s forehead – the 
third eye – to ease symptoms of anxiety, insomnia, fatigue, or lack of 
connection. The heated oil distracts the thoughts running through the 
mind and induces a grounded feeling and pure relaxation.  

Search out local day spas in Savannah and be sure to ask about 
their exclusive spa treatments. You may be surprised to find innovative 
treatments that can heal your mind, body, and soul.

DESTINATION SPAS
Choose a destination spa if you are looking for a purposeful retreat 

to focus on a solution to a particular issue or problem, the stress of a 
life-altering event, or making a major long-term change to your health 
and habits. Destination spas are fully equipped with state-of-the-art 
facilities and top-notch practitioners offering dedicated programs. 
The legendary Canyon Ranch Tuscon offers all-inclusive packages 
providing full use of spa and fitness facilities, Yoga classes, meditation 
gardens, pools, restaurants with unlimited meals and snacks, and ac-

Canyon Ranch Day Spa in Tuscon is a destination spa, offering all inclusive packages to meet all your needs.

Today’s spas can help you cope with medical issues or major life changes. They provide relaxation, reju-
venation, and a renewed sense of purpose. There are many types of spas across the country and choosing 
one that speaks to you and fits your needs takes a bit of research. Many feature luxurious accommodations, 
while some place you right in the middle of nature. The common denominator that ties all of them togeth-
er is their emphasis on comprehensive wellness.
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cess to miles of trails to bring you closer to 
nature. Destination spas such as this will set 
you back in the neighborhood of $1,200 per 
night/per person. 

Canyon Ranch has four U.S. properties - 
Tuscon; Lenox, Massacusets; Las Vegas; and 
Woodside, California. Other notable desti-
nation spas include Chateau Elan Winery in 
Braselton, Georgia; Blackberry Farm in Ten-
nesee; Miraval Austin in Texas; and the Lodge 
at Woodloch in Pennsylvania. 

MINERAL SPRING SPAS
Native peoples, Roman soldiers, and royals 

have all journeyed to bathe in warm miner-
al springs famed for their ability to alleviate 
pain and cure ailments. Mineral spring spas 
such as California’s renowned Indian Springs 
Calistoga make the pilgrimage a profound 
pleasure. Indian Springs features 17 acres of 
rolling hills and ponds, lush olive trees, and 
fragrant gardens bursting with lavender and 
roses. Blessed with rare, sustainable natural 
resources, including mineral water from four 
thermal geysers and special mud from pure 
volcanic ash, guests have long recognized the 
restorative powers of the abundant land at the 
site. The current nightly rate for accommoda-

tions at Indian Springs is $400 per night for 
a double occupancy room. Pools and ponds 
are included in the rate, but meals and spa 
services require additional expense.  

RESORT SPAS
High-end resorts boast some of the finest 

spa facilities in the country and typically em-
ploy highly skilled therapists. One such resort 
spa that should be at the top of your list is 
the Carillon Miami Wellness Resort, which 
combines modern, luxury accommodations; 
organic cuisine; and a cutting-edge wellness 
center, all situated on a long stretch of Miami 
Beach. The spa offers exclusive treatments 
like the Carillon seaside facial, detox body 
wrap, and ginger-coconut argan sugar glow. 
A one-bedroom apartment at the Carillon is 
$500 to 700 per night and can accommodate 
up to four adults – perfect for a girls’ getaway 
trip.  

Resort spas within driving distance of Sa-
vannah, include the Cloister at Sea Island and 
the Barnsley Resort in Adairsville, Georgia. 

Tara Scott-Johnson is the owner of Suite Life 
Wellness Spa. SA lengthy soak in the hot springs can rejuvenate the skin, as well 

as ease the aches and pains in muscle tissue.
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MOVE
Skidaway Island is luxury living at its finest. It’s not just a retire-

ment community, as people of all ages flock to our little piece of 
paradise. As working remotely becomes more practical, the de-

mand to live here increases, driving real estate values higher than ever.

As older sellers explore options for independent or assisted senior 
living, they soon discover that downsizing their homes can be more 
challenging than the actual sale of the house. They quickly become 
overwhelmed by the process of moving, requiring help to prepare for a 
move months before they are ready to put a sign in the yard. Realtors 
have responded by offering concierge services – full moving packages 
for clients needing extra time and extra help. Whether it’s upsizing 
for a growing family, cashing out some equity, or downsizing to lower 
maintenance, helping clients reorganize their living situations while 
maintaining their lifestyle is a win-win for everyone.

“Our goal is to make the move as easy as possible for our seller,” 
says Cathryn O’Neill of Savannah Real Estate Experts. “We have ev-
eryone from handymen, organizers, auction houses and movers on 
our team.”

Many realtors and relocation specialists maintain a network of peo-
ple and businesses who provide a wide variety of services, from giving 

a home a modest facelift to add curb appeal to packing and transpor-
tation services, and everything in between.

It’s reasonable to expect clients have things in their homes they don’t 
need or want to pack. Purging years’ worth of accumulated household 
items may require a more objective viewpoint than family members 
are able to offer. Then, there are items that are more precious, that 
require special packing attention – a grandfather clock that dates back 
several generations, or a lifetime collection of figurines. Some moving 
companies specialize in fragile or high-end items, or you might inquire 
if a local clock repair specialist will pack or relocate an antique grand-
father clock for a reasonable fee.

Reserving a moving van may seem simple, but it helps to be famil-
iar with details regarding mileage, insurance, and other bookkeeping 
matters. The vehicle will fill up a lot faster than most people expect, so 
correctly estimating the optimal size is important – financially, logisti-
cally, and emotionally. Moving day is crazy, so buyers and sellers with 
pets and kids need a plan for their more vulnerable and less self-suf-
ficient family members, whether it’s help from the grandparents or a 
paid service like daycare or pet-sitting. If such options aren’t available, 
a list of kid-friendly activities near the new house might be a welcome 
alternative. One parent can take the kids exploring or adventuring 

ON THE

BY JULIE DUNCAN
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while another supervises the move.

With so much going on, some home sellers might have trouble 
leaving their previous house clean, especially first-time buyers who are 
moving out of a rental. You’ll need to scrub it from floor to ceiling 
to get your security deposit back. Your realtor might be able to offer 
a professional cleaning service to take care of that unwelcome task. 
The new home should be equally clean when you move in, but there’s 
likely work to be done – dust, the carpets may not have been cleaned, 
and overlooked debris from the move-out. A professional deep-clean 
would be a wonderful welcome gift – before or after move-in, de-
pending on the new owners’ preference. Moving in might track in 
too much dirt for a pre-move clean to be practical, or there could be 
weather conditions creating a messier move.

Moving directly into a new home might not be logistically possi-
ble. Home-buying happens fast, the variables don’t always fall into 
place conveniently. You might need to vacate a rental suddenly or have 
complications with new construction. When buyers need a temporary 
solution before moving into their new house, some real estate services 
can arrange for a storage unit to accommodate overflow items.

The last thing most new homeowners want to do the first night in 
a new house is to cook dinner. They’ve spent most of the day load-
ing and unloading an entire house’s worth of belongings, and kitchen 
utensils and plates probably haven’t been unpacked. Ordering out is 
the ideal solution, with pizza being the most common choice. Some 
relocation professionals will go the extra mile, providing grocery pick-

up and delivery. While basic items such as eggs, milk and bread are ob-
vious, your realtor can ask what you need and arrange for the groceries 
to be purchased and delivered just before dinner time. 

Arriving in your new home can be both exciting and challenging, 
especially if you’re relocating to a new community. Establishing util-
ities and other services can be confusing if you’re uncertain whom to 
contact. It’s important to make sure services at your previous address 
have been discontinued to avoid any unnecessary charges. Many real 
estate professionals offer a newcomers’ guide, making the move seam-
less when migrating gas, electricity, water, and trash services. Some ca-
ble and Internet companies offer set-up services. These specialists can 
link TV, Internet and online devices – Alexa, Nest or Ring doorbell 
camera – to make your new home “smarter.”

Regardless of how DIY-capable you are, after a big move you may 
be ready to take a break and pass a few chores on to someone else. Ask 
your real estate agent for recommendations. Many maintain a list of 
home repair professionals they know and trust, from general home 
repair to landscaping.

The privilege of moving into a gated community also provides a 
certain level of service, either from your real estate professional or the 
local homeowners’ association. Such resources are invaluable, offering 
guidance and advice as to who can help make your move to your new 
home much easier. S
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Immunotherapy and genome-guided cancer treatments are alter-
ing the cancer-care landscape. It’s a trend that surgical oncologist 
Leonard Raymond Henry, MD, MBA, FACS, finds very exciting. 

“The blooming of personalized cancer approaches and the advance-
ment of these drugs has been pretty mind-boggling,” Henry says. 
“There seems to be a new drug coming to market just about every 
day.”

Is the surgeon worried that such advances will put him out of a job? 
“The role of surgery may change, but it won’t go away,” Henry says. 
“Nor will radiation therapy. All these treatments, working in conjunc-
tion, will become even more effective.”

Henry had been studying the evolution of cancer care for years as 
medical director of the Goshen Center for Cancer Care in Goshen, 

Indiana. He joined the Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and Research 
Pavilion (LCRP) as medical director in September. 

As an aside, Henry posits, “I’m probably the biggest Notre Dame 
fan in Chatham County.” 

Earlier in his career, Henry served in the U.S. Naval Medical Corps, 
which took him all over the world. He treated cancers of all types. “My 
military service allowed me to be versatile clinically,” he says. “I’ve fo-
cused on a lot of different things – breast cancer, melanoma, thyroid, 
head-and-neck. I’ve also worked in the upper GI tract and performed 
lung resections. In the military, you get used to doing whatever is nec-
essary.”

Advances in surgery have improved perioperative care and post-op 

Live smart

pain, while procedures that were once high-risk are becoming more 
manageable. The impact of these changes will be felt while targeted 
therapy continues to evolve and expand quickly.

“One of the key things about cancer (care) is that it has to be a team 
sport,” Henry says. “As things advance in one area, it changes how 
other areas practice.”

Through the collaboration of the clinical effectiveness teams at the 
LCRP, these advances provide the best individualized treatment for 
each patient.

“Take a breast cancer patient, for example,” Henry explains. “What 
the medical oncologist does impacts the surgeon and the radiation 
oncologist, and what the surgeon does impacts everyone else, too. But 
you also may have the aspect of genetics, plastic surgery, and other fac-
tors that impact one another. It quickly becomes incredibly complex, 
and the entire team has a stake in decision-making. Ideally, all of this 
is planned out before treatment begins.”

One of the attributes that attracted Henry to the LCRP is its partic-

ipation in the Georgia NCI Community Oncology Research Program 
(NCORP). The program was created by the National Cancer Institute 
(NCI) as a comprehensive initiative to provide access to innovative 
cancer trials to individuals in their local communities. The focus on 
community aligns with Henry’s philosophy regarding what the LCRP 
does well and can build upon for the future.

“A doctor and a patient have a sacred relationship,” he says. “I be-
lieve a cancer program should have that kind of relationship with the 
entire community. We have great doctors; we’ll take great care of you. 
But it’s also important to nurture that longitudinal relationship with 
the community to reduce the burden of cancer through wellness, pre-
vention and screening, and survivorship.”

For Henry, the wide scope of care includes advances in treatment, 
education, palliative services and research.

“The work that has been done (thus far at the LCRP) has been 
fantastic,” Henry explains. “We hope to grow off that and continue 
to meet the needs of the people in this region, which I have quickly 
come to love.”

Dr. Leonard Raymond Henry (opposite page) recently joined the team 
of the Nancy N. and J.C. Lewis Cancer and Research Pavilion (above).

Fighting cancer
is more of a

“team sport”
than ever.
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When Joseph Rogers joined the Navy 
in 1954, he didn’t imagine that in a 
few short years he would be hunting 

some of the most powerful weather Mother 
Nature could throw at him. Like many of 
his challenging assignments during his 
20-year career as a naval aviator, Rogers 
met this challenge head-on…literally.

When Rogers was five, his father, a 
Pennsylvania coal miner, died on the 
job. The next year his mother enrolled 
him in the Milton Hershey School for 
Orphan Boys in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 
Established by Milton Hershey, the legend-
ary founder of the Hershey Chocolate Com-
pany, the school would be Rogers’ home for 12 
years.

After graduating from MHSOB in 1952, 
Rogers attended Hershey Junior College for two 
years, then enlisted in the Navy. The Korean War 
was on, and the Navy needed replacement pilots. 
Rogers reported to Naval Air Station Pensaco-
la where he progressed through basic training, 
basic flight training, formation flying, and gun-
nery-and-bombing training. Then, he learned 
to take off and land on an aircraft carrier at sea. 
Rogers and his fellow pilot-trainees first prac-
ticed on a carrier “deck” outlined on land. They 
progressed to an actual carrier on the water, the 
repurposed USS Lexington, CV-2, a battle-tested 
survivor of World War II. The learning pilots on 
the “Lady Lex” did not use propulsion to assist 
with takeoffs, making the end of the runway 
deck seem precariously close. 

Rogers will never forget his first landing on 
the Lady Lex. The landing signal officer waved 
him in with hand-held flags fluttering in the 
Gulf of Mexico breeze.

After completing his required 
number of flights on training 
flights on the Lady Lex, 
Rogers studied instrument 
and night navigation at 
Corry Field, Pensacola. 
He received his coveted 

Joseph RogeRs

He Served by Ron Lauretti
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WV-3 Super Constellation, used for night radar tracking. Constella-
tion flights often lasted 12 to 15 hours and required a crew of up to 
29 aviators and weather technicians. With one sweep of its powerful 
radars, a Constellation could scan more than 200,000 square miles 
and provide information on an area encompassing 1.5 million square 
miles.

Rogers remained on duty in Jacksonville for two years. Promoted 
to lieutenant junior grade, he began flying anti-submarine patrols over 
the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. The Cold War was a constant 
threat, and Soviet submarines often wandered close to American wa-
ters. Rogers team was on the lookout for such brazen vessels.

Rogers then deployed to Sicily for six months for more anti-sub 
patrols. These flights had an added complication: an on-board live 
nuclear bomb intended to deter potential Soviet aggression. 

Rogers returned to Pensacola as a senior flight instructor. He sub-
sequently transferred to Norfolk for a lengthy tour as the communi-
cations officer for the commander of the Atlantic Fleet. During this 
tour – on May 22, 1968 – the Navy’s nuclear-powered submarine, 
Scorpion, SSN 589, mysteriously imploded and sank 9,800 feet to the 
bottom of the Mediterranean, with a loss of all 99 hands. Cold War 
tensions were high at the time. After an extensive investigation, it was 
not definitively determined if the tragedy was due to an on-board ac-
cident or because of aggressive Soviet action. The loss of the Scorpion 
remains a vivid memory for Rogers.

Iceland was his next duty station, where Rogers was promoted to 

aviator wings in August of 1956. The new ensign reported to his first 
duty station in Jacksonville, Florida, as a hurricane hunter co-pilot.

 
Navy hurricane hunters seek out, track, and penetrate the worst of 

Mother Nature’s weather phenomena, flying above, into, and below 
the savage storms. They fly below storms as low as 300 feet above the 
ground. They often cruise just above the turbulent, swirling winds. 
The aircraft commander, assisted by the co-pilot, holds the lives of 
his crew in his hands. “On-the-job training was immediate and thor-
ough,” Rogers recalls, with a note of understatement.

Hurricane season in the Western Hemisphere spans from June 
through November. Hurricane winds circulate faster than 75 miles-
per-hour, revolving about a central low-pressure area that includes 
strong, ascending currents. The storms usually move between 10 and 
20 miles per hour over water, and they often slow over land. When-
ever a hurricane develops in the Atlantic, residents of the Florida and 
Georgia coasts anxiously follow media reports tracking the projected 
path of the storm, hoping it will pass by. 

When Rogers reported to Jacksonville in 1956, “It was rock and 
roll time,” he says with a grin. He served as a co-pilot in a P2V Nep-
tune, performing daytime low-level reconnaissance flights, or on a 

Joe Rogers retired from the Navy in 1974, at the rank of lieutenant 
commander.

2023 Skinnie 40.indd   26-27 11/16/22   7:42 AM



28 – VOL. 20 ISSUE 23      TheSkinnie TheSkinnie      VOL. 20 ISSUE 23 – 29www.theskinnie.com                                        www.theskinnie.com

lieutenant. As an aircraft commander, he led both anti-submarine 
and iceberg patrols. North Atlantic blizzards made landings hazard-
ous, especially when there was heavy fog. One time, while flying over 
the Barents Sea, Rogers received a warning shot from a Russian vessel 
below. 

After returning to Pensacola for catapult-assisted takeoff training, 
the versatile aviator departed for a tour aboard the super-carrier USS 
America, CV-66, as a combat pilot. The America patrolled the Gulf of 
Tonkin off Vietnam. Rogers made flights to Korea, Japan, the Philip-
pines, and Thailand, and became a centurion after making his 100th 
landing on an at-sea aircraft carrier during the tour.

Rogers finished his 20-year Navy career with a two-year deploy-
ment to Pearl Harbor, serving as the Navy representative to the Coast 
Guard for its air-sea rescue service. He retired in 1974 with the rank of 
lieutenant commander, after which he returned to Pennsylvania where 
he served as a substitute teacher at the Milton Hershey School and a 
flight instructor and charter pilot out of the Hershey airport.

 
After relocating to Savannah, Rogers became a managing partner 

of the Golden Corral restaurant for 15 years until it closed a few years 
ago. A widower, he leads a quiet retirement on Skidaway Island. He 
has a multitude of Navy memories, especially when an approaching 
hurricane is featured on the local news. 

S
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A HOT TIME
WHAT: Landlovers Holiday Campfire Party
WHEN: Tuesday, Dec. 6 - 6 to 8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island State Park Group 
Activities Building
HOW MUCH: $ 55 per person, includes 
day admission to the park, entertainment 
and food
CONTACT: Milli Sample and Kathy Collu-
ra, landloversocials@gmail.com to sign up
WHAT ELSE: Put on your jeans and flannel 
shirt and come ready to enjoy a gourmet 
campfire-themed meal. “Gourmet campfire” 
dinner catered by Erika Davis Lowcountry 
will feature a smoked half chicken, mac ‘n 
cheese, caramelized brussels, and coleslaw. 
Finish the evening with s’more bars and 
ghost stories from a professional storyteller. 
BYOB beverages. Landlovers membership 
required. Registration ends Nov. 22; 130 
person maximum attendance.

HOMES FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS

WHAT: Savannah’s Holiday Tour of Homes 
and Inns needs docents
WHEN: Saturday, Dec 10, 10 a.m to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Downtown Savannah
CONTACT: holidaytour@savannahdna.org
WHAT ELSE: Free tickets to volunteers 
who serve as docents at the tour locations. 
Docents are expected to serve a two-hour 
shift, following prepared description aspects 
of the homes and inns, and assist tour-goers 
at each location. Sign up at savannahdna.org.

THEATRE-GOING
WHAT: Landlovers “Trolley to the Arts”
WHEN: Thursday, Dec. 15 - depart at 5:30 
p.m., returns at 10:30 p.m.
WHERE: Savannah Theatre, meet at 
SIUMC
HOW MUCH: $60 per person, limit two; 
Tickets in advance at landingslandlovers.com 
and include transportation and admission to 
the show
CONTACT: Marilee Dalbey, marileedal-
bey@gmail.com or 334.797.9952; or Jane 
Golz, golzjane@gmail.com or 704.641.4467
WHAT ELSE: “A Christmas Tradition” mu-
sical revue. Join friends on a fun trolley ride 
provided by Savannah Trolley Tours 
departing from Skidaway Island 
United Methodist Church. 
Participants will have time to 
dine on their own downtown. 
Space is limited. Must be a 
Landings Landlovers 
member.

Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com. 
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication. 

island h  p  i  go  p n

WHO NEW?
WHAT: New Neighbors 
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com 
to see our calendar  
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Jody at 
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  The club offers more than 250 
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball, 
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge, 
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting 
military tours and special events for you to enjoy 
right here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Landlovers membership / open to all 
Skidaway Islanders
HOW MUCH: Each $30 membership fee covers 
one household of one or two adults.
CONTACT: Vicki Knapp at landloversmember-
ship@gmail.com or visit www.landingslandlovers.
com for more information.
WHAT ELSE: The membership year runs from 
September 1 through August 31. Landlovers is a 
philanthropic and social organization dedicated to 
enriching the Landings community and Skidaway 
Island at large. Landlovers sponsors year-round 
social activities and fundraising events to support 
student scholarships and multiple non-profit 
service organizations.

SCOUTS HONOR
WHAT: Boy Scout Annual Thanksgiving Fundraiser 
– Smoked Turkeys and Boston Butts 
WHEN: Order now, deliveries on Nov. 23 
HOW MUCH: $30 each, cash or check only please 
CONTACT: Text your order and address to 
912.980.2966 or call 912.368.2290 
WHAT ELSE: Deliveries to Skidaway Island and 
nearby areas on Nov. 23. Later deliveries may be 
arranged if you are out of town Thanksgiving week. 
Thank you for your support.

WHERE ART THOU?
WHAT: The Art of Vanessa Withun
WHEN: Now through Nov. 30
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St. 
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public 
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: Vanessa Withun is a contem-
porary, representational artist, originally from 
The Bronx, New York. Her work incorporates a 
variety of landscapes, still-life, portraits, and con-
ceptual art inspired by the power of chiaroscuro, 
brushwork and tones in order to capture emotion. 
She is a 2021 recipient of the J. Shepard, Jr. and 

Mary Ann Bryant Arts Endowment for the Com-
munity Foundation for Northeast Florida. 

ANGELS AMONG US
WHAT: The 24th Annual Angel Tree
WHEN: Now through Dec. 1
WHERE: The Landings Company Office, 1 
Landings Way N.
CONTACT: Candice Parsons, 912.598.0500
WHAT ELSE: The Landings Angel Tree is 
partnering with MARNE/HAAS Toy Drive and 
Chatham County CASA to provide gifts and toys 
for the underserved in the Savannah Community. 
Pick an Angel and buy a gift to make the holiday 
season brighter for all of our children.

SEMPER FI
WHAT: Landing Marine Corps Birthday Ball
WHEN: Friday, Nov. 18; Social hour - 6 p.m., 
celebration - 7 p.m., followed by music and 
dancing
WHERE: The Landings Club Palmetto Ballroom
HOW MUCH: To be determined
CONTACT: Please call Bob Longueira at 
912.598.2875 for more information
WHAT ELSE: After several years absence due 
to the pandemic, the Landings Marine Corps 
Birthday Ball is back. Invitations will be sent out 
toward the end of September.

BOW REGARDS
WHAT: Landings Garden Club Holiday Bow 
Sales
WHEN: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Nov. 19, 21, 25, 
26, 28; Dec. 3 and 5
WHERE: In front of the fountain in the Village, 
near the pharmacy
HOW MUCH: $15-$20
WHAT ELSE: Proceeds from our bow sales are 
used for many beautification projects on our 
island. Shop early for the best selection amongst 
the eight patterns offered.

NURTURING NATURE
WHAT: Giving Tuesday Reception 
WHEN: Tuesday, Nov. 29, 5 to 6 p.m.
WHERE: Merrill Lynch, 3 Skidaway Village 
Square
HOW MUCH: free
CONTACT: friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: Skidaway Audubon is partici-
pating in Giving Tuesday, an international day 
of giving, and has partnered with Merrill Lynch 
to offer an informational session to residents on 
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donation options such as gifting stocks, tax-free 
distributions from retirement funds, and other 
beneficial options to support Skidaway Audu-
bon’s conservation programs that help protect the 
island’s treasured environment. To register, visit 
SkidawayAudubon.org and click on Events. Seats 
are limited.

HIGH FIBER
WHAT: Fiber Guild of the Savannahs “In Search 
of the Golden Fleece” 50th anniversary
WHEN: Dec. 1 - 30; opening reception Sunday, 
December 4, 2 to 4 p.m.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St. 
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public 
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: The Fiber Guild of the Savannahs 
is a group of fiber artists who meet regularly to 
share inspiration and techniques regarding a wide 
variety of fiber arts: spinning, weaving, dyeing, 
quilting, knitting, basketry, rug making, paper 
manipulation, needle felting, and crocheting, for 
example. Beginners, amateurs and professional 
fiber artists are invited to join.

CHRISTMAS CARTS
WHAT: Landlovers Holiday Decorated Golf Cart 
Parade
WHEN: Sunday, Dec. 4, beginning at 3:30 p.m.
CONTACT: Karen Duncan, khome44@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: Decorate your golf cart and join 
the fun! The parade will begin at the Landings 
Association Building and end at the Harbor 
Marina, with a special final cart featuring our 
own Santa with his “sleigh” collecting Toys for 
Tots! Bring a new, unwrapped toy to donate. The 
party continues with food trucks, the Tiki Hut 
for hot chocolate, a special musical performance 
of “‘Twas the Night Before Christmas,” by the 
Savannah Repertory Theater and the lighting of 
the Landings Christmas Palm Tree.

CARING WITH CASSEROLES
WHAT: Safe Shelter Casseroles
WHEN: Dec. 6
WHERE: Your home
CONTACT: Carol Stiles, carolstiles@gmail.com, 
or Sue Souls, smsouls@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: If you enjoy cooking and want 
to help those in need as well, we need your help 
providing casseroles to SAFE Shelter. On your 
assigned day, you make any casserole you want at 
your home, and we’ll deliver it to SAFE Shelter. 
To learn more, email LLcommService@gmail.com 
to get on our distribution list for more informa-
tion. Must be a Landlovers member to participate.

DANCE FEVER
WHAT: Landlovers “Shall We Dance?”
WHEN: Monday, Dec. 12, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island United Methodist 

Church
HOW MUCH: Tickets - $15/person available at 
landingslandlovers.com
CONTACT: Jane Golz, 704.641.4467
WHAT ELSE: A professional instructor will lead 
us through the moves! December’s class: Learn to 
fox trot to Michael Buble’s holiday hits. Must be a 
Landings Landlovers member

SOMETHING FISHY
WHAT: CCA of Skidaway December Meeting – 
Jesse Blanco: “The Local Seafood Culture”
WHEN: Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Church
CONTACT: Paulette Hamilton, 610.509.0279
WHAT ELSE: Chief executive foodie and media 
personality Jesse Blanco is the featured speaker at 
the CCA of Skidaway’s December meeting and 
seminar. Blanco and his invited chef will share 
their expertise and dedication to the local seafood 
culture and its future, demonstrate several regional 
specialties, and offer attendees the opportunity to 
taste. The December raffle prize is a gift certificate 
to our guest chef ’s local restaurant.

ON THE HOUSE
WHAT: Cocktails with Friends
WHEN: Dec. 17, 6 to 8 p.m.
WHERE: Members’ homes
CONTACT: Becky Dominguez, beckydom61@
aol.com, or Connie Rice, csrice1948@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Meet new friends by hosting a 
cocktail party! Cocktails with Friends will arrange 
it for you, and guests will provide their own 
cocktails and an appetizer to share. Register with 
the chairs.

GATHERING GROCERIES
WHAT: Second Harvest Packing
WHEN: Friday, Jan. 6, 9 to 11 a.m.
WHERE: America’s Second Harvest Volunteer 
Center; Meet at the Methodist church by 8:15 to 
carpool 
CONTACT: Carol Stiles or Sue Souls, llcommser-
vice@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Four times a year, Landlovers 
Community Service gets together on Friday 
mornings to provide volunteer labor to pack boxes 
for needy families at America’s Second Harvest 
of Coastal Georgia, a nonprofit food bank and 
community partnering organization. No skill is 
required, just a caring heart. We’d particularly 
like to encourage any men who have time to 
join us. All are welcome, but participants must 
be members of Landlovers. We are in search of a 
coordinator. If you are interested in leading this 
wonderful effort, please let us know!

SHUTTERBUGS
WHAT: Landlovers Digital Photo Club
WHEN: Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March 21 at 3:45 p.m.
WHERE: Bailey Hall, Skidaway Island United 

Methodist Church
HOW MUCH: There are no photo club dues this 
year, but you must be a member of Landlovers 
CONTACT: Amy Collings, landloversphoto-
club@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Whether you are a novice pho-
tographer, an expert shutterbug, or anything in 
between, come join the Landlovers Digital Photo 
Club. In-person meetings have resumed, so come 
out and enjoy being part of our great group of 
supportive people. November guest speaker will 
be John Ufford who will speak on iPhone photo 
tips and tricks.

LADIES’ NIGHT
WHAT: Landlovers Girls Time Out 
WHEN: Jan. 19; Doors open at 7 p.m.
WHERE: Savannah Smiles Dueling Pianos
COST: $6 (cash) or $7 (credit card), payable at 
the door
CONTACT: Email LLgirlstimeout@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Enjoy an evening out with great 
ladies. We will be joining New Neighbors Wilde 
Women for a fun evening of song, food, drink, 
and a great time. There is street parking, but car-
pooling is recommended.  Landlovers membership 
required.

PLAY DATE
WHAT: Landlovers Games Day
WHEN: Jan. 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Ballroom
CONTACT: landingslandlovers.com – details and 
sign up listed under Fundraisers
HOW MUCH: $50/person for play and lunch
WHAT ELSE: Form your tables of four and enjoy 
your favorite games, raffle, 50/50, and super grand 
prizes. Landlovers membership required.

BUNCO SQUAD
WHAT: Bunco: enjoy a dice game requiring no 
skill but enjoying a fun night out with friends
WHEN: 2nd Wednesday each month - 6:30-8:30 
p.m.
WHERE: Landings Association building on 
Landings Way South
HOW MUCH: $6 to cover room cost and prizes
CONTACT: Dianne Bloom, thewinelady2005@
yahoo.com; or Barbara Capes, b_capes@comcast.
net
WHAT ELSE: Any Landlovers member. Club 
membership is not required.

GREEN NO MORE
WHAT: Landlovers Coastal Georgia Living
WHEN: First Wednesday each month, October 
through May, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church Fellowship 
Hall
HOW MUCH: Annual dues are $25 individual 
or $30 family; Guests welcome for $5 
CONTACT: Donna Bunn - donnabunn@gmail.

com, or Deb Werner - debkwerner@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Coastal Georgia Living, formerly 
known as Green Thumb Club, focuses on gar-
dening, wildlife and the Georgia coastal lifestyle. 
Must be a Landlovers member. Membership is 
open to all residents of Skidaway Island.

SMALL WORLD
WHAT: Landlovers Marco Polo Group
WHEN: October through May - third Monday 
of the month, 6:30 p.m.
WHERE: Member homes
CONTACT: Sue Souls, LLMarcoPolo100@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: The Marco Polo group is for our 
international friends. If you were born in or have 
lived at least one year (including an academic 
year) outside the U.S., you are eligible to join. 
Attendees are asked to bring an international ap-
petizer to share as well as their own beverage and 
glass. Must be a Landlovers member. Membership 
is open to all residents of Skidaway Island.

HEAR GREAT SPEAKERS
WHAT: Kiwanis Club of Skidaway
WHEN: Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Club 
HOW MUCH: Free to attend; Coffee/Tea: $2.50 
(Occasionally free pastries)
CONTACT: Michael Klavon, 912.306.0474 for 
gate pass
WHAT ELSE: Membership is open to Savannah/
Chatham area residents. Visit www.kiwanisofsk-
daway.com for more information.

LOSS MITIGATION
WHAT: Pandemic support group
WHEN: Meeting Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church Library
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Suzanne at St. Peter’s, 598.7242
WHAT ELSE: Many of us have lost friends or 
family, and pandemic isolation has made dealing 
with these losses difficult. Dr. Stevens Peirsol will 
guide the group, offering those who would like to 
share and find help in processing loss.

IN THE CARDS
WHAT: Ladies Swiss Pairs dinner bridge
WHEN: First Wednesday of the month for six 
months, probably beginning in November this 
year  
HOW MUCH: $10 each/$20 per team
CONTACT: Bobbi Erwin, berwin234@aol.com, 
or Karen Sellick, ksellick@bellsouth.net, or Carol 
Young, chsy@comcast.net
WHAT ELSE: New players welcome. You and 

your partner may sign up ONLY at the Landings 
Landlovers opening reception on September 28. 
Must be a Landlovers member and a Landings 
Club member to participate, in accordance with 
Landings Club policy. Includes a delicious dinner, 
followed by three rounds of duplicate style bridge 
against other teams.

BRIDGING THE GAP
WHAT: Landlovers Modern Bridge 
WHEN: First Wednesday of each month, 1 to 4 
p.m.
WHERE: Marshwood
CONTACT: Marianne Claysmith, claysmith2@
aol.com
WHAT ELSE: The Modern Bridge group is 
designed to use the following basic conventions: 
Stayman, Jacoby Transfer, Weak 2’s, Ace asking.
Joining this group assumes you either currently 
use these conventions or are open to learning 
them. A 15-minute brush up will start at 1:00 
p.m., game to follow. This group is open to those 
who wish to observe (kibbitz). All participants 
must be members of Landlovers and a Landings 
Club member to participate, in accordance with 
Landings Club policy. Due to limited space, sign 
up is required.

READ ALL OVER
WHAT: Landlovers Singles Co-ed Book Club
WHEN: 4th Thursday each month 
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse
CONTACT: Marianne Claysmith, claysmith2@aol.
com
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers and Landings Club 
membership is required.

CAN YOU CANASTA?
WHAT: Landlovers Canasta lessons
WHEN: Every Wednesday, 1-3 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse. Byrd Room 
(11/2, 11/16, 11/30); Hills Room (11/9, 11/23)
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Dianne Bloom, thewinelady2005@
yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Open to men and women. Maxi-
mum 24 players and must have basic knowledge 
of the game. Because we play in the Palmetto 
Clubhouse, you must be a member of both the 
Landings Club and Landlovers.

STITCHIN’ TIME
WHAT: Landlovers Stitch and Bead
WHEN: 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the month, 2 to 
4 p.m.
WHERE: Member’s homes (announced by email)
HOW MUCH: Free for Landlovers members

CONTACT: Leslie Mathews, lmathews50@gmail.
com to be added to the email list
WHAT ELSE: We welcome crafters working 
on any type of needle projects, from knitting to 
needlepoint, beading, felting, crewel and cross 
stitch. Location announced by email. Landlovers 
membership is required.

LUNCH BUNCH
WHAT: Landlovers Men’s Lunch
WHERE: Various restaurants around Savannah
WHEN: To be determined
HOW MUCH: The cost of your own meal
CONTACT: Dick Hughey, dickhughey1@att.
net; Jim Smart, smartsville@aol.com; or Rick 
Armstrong, armstrp@hotmail.com
WHAT ELSE: This is the eighth year of this 
successful men’s activity. Participants must be 
members of Landlovers.

SEW WHAT?
WHAT: Landlovers Material Girls 
WHERE: Skidaway Community Church
WHEN: 3rd Thursday of each month, 3 to 5 
p.m.
HOW MUCH: Free but you must be a member 
of Landlovers
CONTACT: Janet Smart, maxwellsgal@aol.com; 
Sandra Grant, sandragrant07@comcast.net; or 
Donna Nicol, dkn777@aol.com
WHAT ELSE: Whether you are an experienced 
quilter or new to the craft, please join us for some 
handwork, conversation and networking. Bring a 
project you are working on, show and tell, or just 
plan to socialize. Learn about quilt shops in the 
area and local quilt guilds. All members of Land-
lovers who are interested in quilting are welcome.

BODY AND SOUL
WHAT: Mat Pilates and Sit-Fit exercise classes 
at Skidaway Island United Methodist Church 
(SIUMC)
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Mat 
Pilates, 9:15-10:10 a.m.; Sit Fit: 10:15-11:10 a.m.
WHERE: Bailey Hall at SIUMC, 54 Diamond 
Causeway
HOW MUCH: $5 per class for 8 or more classes 
per month. $6.25 per class for 7 or fewer classes 
per month.
CONTACT: For more info or to register, call  
Elena Bennett, ACSM-certified fitness instructor 
at 404.510.6042
WHAT ELSE: Mat Pilates participants must 
bring an exercise mat and be able to get up/down 
from the floor. Sit-Fit participants should wear 
athletic shoes. Everyone should bring a water 
bottle.

isLand hoppingisLand hopping
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ACROSS
01. Item in a pantry
06. Middle of an SOS
09. College football’s highest-paid coach
14. Jimmy
15. Contract bridge whiz Culbertson
16. Cleeks, e.g.
17. The last Oldsmobile
18. Abe Lincoln’s youngest son
19. Lead singer of  Herman’s Hermits,
      Peter ___
20. CLAM BRINE POTION...
      ...good at the raw bar
23. Ten Commandments word
24. Trompe l’___
25. Piquant
28. Bongos, e.g.
30. Bro
33. Serve
36. Monet’s “View of Le Havre”, for one
39. A FINNISH DAZZLER...
      ...pair with Baltic herring
42. Designer
43. “A Bell for ___”
44. Name of 13 Catholic Popes
45. Be a spendthrift
48. Gets
49. Existent
51. Birthplace of rai music
54. GIANT CHINA CHEER...
      ...complements Peking duck
61. On the up and up
62. Pile
63. Hostler
64. “___ for Emily” (Faulkner)
65. Germanium monoxide, to a chemist
66. Rod-shaped bacterium
67. Dampen
68. Nikon F6, e.g.
69. Wrangler, at times

DOWN
01. Type of dash?
02. Grandfather of Jesus Christ (per Luke)
03. Like verso pages
04. Garden dormouse
05. Barm
06. Apt anagram for ROUTED

07. Mountain range between Tajikistan and
      Kyrgyzstan
08. Unfermented mead
09. Egyptian peninsula in Asia
10. On ___ (lucky streak)
11. Type of tube
12. Youngest of the Brontë sisters
13. 1 million femtoseconds
21. East of Eden
22. Buttes
25. Good name for a witch?
26. Like Dolly’s clone
27. 1989 title role for Sylvester Stallone
29. Stoners
30. Half-sister of Abraham
31. Toothpaste used by Bucky Beaver
32. World’s third-richest man
34. “___ Ran the Zoo” (Dr. Seuss)
35. Ethernet connection

37.  ___ Na Na
38. The 345 in a 345 Hemi
40. Like a greenhorn
41. Business
46. Antonym for ‘liveliness’
47. Prior, to Prior
49. Rear
50. Log
52. Make sore
53. Drug dealer
54. Type of hammer
55. Mother of Hebe, in myth
56. “___ Rythym”
57. Iona College athlete
58. Relative of a condo
59. Cause of a leak
60. Unlikely anagram for MEIR

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

IMPACT AIR, LLC • We service/repair all brands 
of Air Conditioning & Heating equipment. Ser-
vices range from duct repairs to replacement of an 
entire HVAC system. With over 20 years of ex-
perience, you are sure to receive quality work at a 
fair price. We also offer maintenance plans to keep 
your HVAC system(s) operating efficiently. Call 
Dan Abel, 912.667.1472.    

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
AND AUTOMOBILES

DIXIE MOTORS, INC. • Serving Savannah since 
1980. From minor to major repairs on all makes 
and models. We offer 30-minute oil change ser-
vice. Towing available. Fleet service available. A/C 
experts. Nationwide warranty. Conveniently locat-
ed at 2013 E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot 
from Home Depot). 355.3568.  

CARPET CLEANING
SERVICES

DIAMOND CARPET AND TEXTILE SER-
VICES • Founded in 2001, Diamond provides 
Award Winning* Service in Carpeting, Tile & 
Grout, Upholstery and Oriental Cleaning. Featur-
ing Experienced, Polite, Professional, Uniformed 
personnel our goal is to accomplish your com-
plete satisfaction. Our reviews are on Google and 
Facebook or ask your neighbor for a personal re-
ferral! For Better Results, CALL Diamond today!  
912.349.7115 SMS accepted 912.658.2899 www.
diamondcarpetandtextileservices.com

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
DEBBIE’S DECORATING • Christmas 2022 is 
right around the corner, and I have the latest and 
greatest decorations to suit your needs! Allow me 
to design a theme to update your home and/or 
office using my decorations combined with yours. 
Please contact Landings Resident, Debbie Leecock, 
Debbie’s Decorating to set up your appointment. 
Cell phone – 214.405.0989, email: dcleecock@
aol.com, website: www.dleecock.com

COMPUTER SERVICES 
ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob 
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite 
computer and IT services for Landings residents for 
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple 
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new 
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning 
and tune ups. Transfer programs and files from old 
to new computers. Wireless network and printer 
installation. Install streaming TV services and help 
customers “cut the cord.”  Provide training and tu-
toring. Smart Home device installation, lightning/
power surge repairs and data recovery. Recycling or 
donation of old equipment. Free phone consulta-
tions. Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week. 

SAVANNAH COMPUTER SERVICES, INC. • 
Professionally serving coastal areas of Georgia and 
South Carolina for over 25 years. Specializing in 
both business and residential PCs, Macs, and most 
IT equipment with a full spectrum of services in-
cluding but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/
relocation, and consulting. Specialty business of-
ferings include VOIP phones, high speed internet 
circuits with failover, and hosted cloud backup 
services. Enjoy fast and convenient on-site service, 
FREE pickup and delivery, or remote service by 
appointment only. Quotes are always free and no 
travel charge within our local area of coverage. Call 
Mike and Cyndy Tabakian, 912.756.7860 or visit 
our web site at savannahcomputer.com

WEYLAND TECHNOLOGY offers customer fo-
cused computer repair and training. Over 30 years 
of computer experience. We come to you to get 
you back on-line. Mac, PC or Linux machines. 
Software installation and training, network instal-
lation and troubleshooting, data recovery and virus 
removal. Call Matt at 912.656.1095, 7 days a week 
or visit our website at weylandtechnology.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY CONTOURING

COOLSCULPTING SPECIAL • Mention the 
Skinnie for 25% off one CoolSculpting treatment 
with Dr. Martin Everhard, MD, Ph.D., FACS. 
To learn more about the FDA-cleared non-inva-
sive CoolSculpting technology used at Cool Body 
Contouring, visit CoolBodyContouring.com or 
call 912.200.6000.

CUSTOM FLOORING
FLOORS & MORE Custom Epoxy Floors • 
Refinish your floors in durable and easy-to-clean 

epoxy today. Our flooring is poured directly over 
your existing surface and comes in various col-
ors and finishes. Get a free estimate today. Call: 
912.777.9431 | 843.540.3402 | info@floorsmore.
net. Offices | Boutiques | Salons | Garages | Laun-
dry Rooms.

DOOR/WINDOW SCREENS
PHANTOM SCREENS • The Phantom Screen’s 
unique retractable design means it is there when 
you need it and disappears when you do not. De-
signed for doors, windows and large openings up 
to 25 ft. wide, we have a Phantom screen to meet 
your needs. Available in a variety of colors to com-
pliment your home décor. Call 912.552.2331 or 
visit phantomscreens.com

DUMPSTERS

DUMPSTER RENTAL DOGS • Is your home 
under construction? Doing some spring cleaning? 
Support a friends and family locally operated busi-
ness and call Dumpster Rental Dogs for all your 
dumpster needs. Best service in town guaranteed! 
912.244.9788 or visit http://dumpsterrentaldogs.
com/savannah

ELECTRICIAN
KMB Technology • As a Savannah native, Kerry 
McBride has over 40 years of experience as a com-
mercial and residential electrician. He specializes in 
electrical repairs, renovations, and service engineer-
ing. All work is done to code and done with expert 
craftsmanship and integrity. Please call or text for a 
quote or any questions!! 912.508.5540

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

The Skinnie Classifieds listings are online at www.theskinnie.com/Classifieds.

#252   The Sommelier’S ApprenTice clASSifiedSJACK HAMMOND

Puzzle answers, page 37

CHALLENGER CLUES* The apprentice has made a chaotic mess of the wine menu. Help the
sommelier unscramble it.The names of the wines (in capital red letters) 

are each an anagram for two blended red wines you’ll recognize.
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deep tissue, myofascial release, Reiki, hot stone, 
Ayurveda, and reflexology. Easy online booking @ 
www.suitelifespa.com. Open by appointment only 
- Independent massage therapists.

MOVING & DELIVERY
SPECIALTY MOVING AND DELIVERY LLC 
• Residential and Commercial Relocation Special-
ists. Local & Long Distance. Offering Household 
Moving & Rearranging, Business Relocation & 
Inter-office Moving, Pickup & Delivery Service, 
Installation & Assembly, Loading & Unloading, 
Packing & Crating, Shipping & Receiving, Ware-
housing & Storage and Packing Supplies. Special-
izing in Items that Require Special Care including. 
Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art & Antiques, Office 
Furniture & Systems, Business Machines & Elec-
tronics and Medical & Institutional Equipment. 
Serving the Landings for over 20 years. Licensed & 
Insured. References. Call 912.925.9528

GRACIOUS MOVES • Landings Resident/Real-
tor® /Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assist-
ing families since 1985.  Moving simplified from 
A to Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, 
pack, organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, 
hang art, remove boxes on moving day! NAR® 
Outstanding Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.
com; Brooke@ GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 
912.655.9299

PAINTING 

ISLAND PAINTING • Proudly painting the 
Landings since 1999. We specialize in custom inte-
rior and exterior painting. Wallpaper removal and 
much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA, NextDoor and 
Young Neighbors at the Landings on Facebook. 
Call Tommy Rigdon, 912.308.4601 or email: 
tjrigdon@yahoo.com

POWER WASHING
SKIDAWAY ISLAND PRO WASH • Owned 
by Landings residents and members, we are li-
censed, insured, certified trained and experienced 
in all aspects of soft and pressure washing for your 
home and property. We use only the highest qual-
ity cleaning processes and commercial equipment 
available, running the highest quality service avail-
able in our industry. Our services include but are 
not limited to roof, house, deck, gutter and con-
crete washing and irrigation rust removal. Free es-

timates. Call or text, 912.600.7377; email matt@
siprowash.com; www.siprowash.com.

PETS
PEACEFUL PETS • Planning a trip out of town? 
Or do you work long hours and need someone 
to take your pet out for a restroom break? Peace-
ful Pets is a Pet Sitting Service that can do this. 
I offer affordable rates and overnight visits. Call 
912.707.1707 for pricing, www.peacefulpetssa-
vannah.com.

SKIDAWAY CAT ALLIANCE TEAM provides 
for the humane treatment, health, welfare and 
population control (spay/neuter) of free-roaming 
cats on and around Skidaway Island. If you are in-
terested in learning more or need help with a feral 
cat, please contact us at skidawaycats@gmail.com 
or visit our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/skidawaycatallianceteam   

PORTA POTTY

PORTA POTTY DOGS • Planning a backyard 
bash? Don’t want construction crews using your 
bathroom? Call Porta Potty Dogs for all your 
portable toilet needs. Our units are guaranteed 
to be washed and serviced regularly. Give us a 
call for the best intown service in the #2 business! 
912.244.9788 or visit portapottydogs.com

TREE SERVICES
TREEMASTER INC. • We offer these services 
for all your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and re-
moval. We also offer stump grinding. We’re bond-
ed and insured.  24-hour emergency service.  We 
accept all major credit cards except Discover. We 
are the sister company of Grassmasters, owned by 
Landings residents, Mike and Diane Schuman. 
Call us at 912.598.0140.

WINDOW CLEANING
AND SERVICE

SOAP ON A ROPE • Power washing, window 
cleaning and more. Proven, reliable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best since 2018! From 
homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaro-
peinc.com

WINDOW BLINDS & 
TREATMENTS, STORM PRO-

TECTION AND AWNINGS

SAVANNAH BLINDS is the premier window 
treatment expert in your area. We offer an abun-
dance of custom interior window treatment op-
tions, exterior storm protection, and outdoor 
shade! Our products reflect the highest quality in 
our industry. Let us outfit your home with beau-
tiful shade options today! 912.224.0459; office@
savannahblinds.com

clASSifiedSclASSifiedS

FACIALS, SKINCARE
AND WAXING

FACIALS BY DELORIS • Located at the JEA, 
5111 Abercorn St.  Our hours of operation are 
Monday & Wednesday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Friday: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. You may also like to ex-
plore our fact-filled website: facialsbydelorissavan-
nah.com to learn more about us. Look forward to 
meeting you, face to face! Please call/text for ap-
pointments, phone: 912.398.3447.

SUITE LIFE WELLNESS SPA • Conveniently 
located on the Diamond Causeway (next to Kro-
ger). Facials, peels, waxing, eyelash extensions, and 
cosmetic brow/lip tattoo. Easy online booking @ 
www.suitelifespa.com. Open by appointment only 
- 7 days per week - Independent estheticians.

FOR SALE
HALF PRICE!! For Sale • Landings resident 
has three plots in the Forest Lawn Cemetery. The 
current value is $3995 per plot. They are in the 
beautiful Old Rugged Cross section. We’re offering 
these at $2,000 each. Willing to sell individually 
or as a group. Please email stargrays@gmail.com.

FOR SALE • Burial plot package located in Hill-
crest Abbey West Cemetery. Double depth burial 
plot for 2, located in the Veterans Section (Lot 
212-C) includes vault & bronze marker (size 
24”x12”). Deed transfer upon purchase. $6500. 
Please call 912.659.8850.

WANTED • Old stamp collections, gold, silver, 
and coins. Call Glenn at 407.461.7720.

BALDWIN GRAND PIANO for Sale (5’8”) 
Model R, Artists Series, Satin Black Ebony with 
Complete Concert Master System with voice and 
instruments. USA made. Meticulously maintained! 
Tuned October 2022. Located in The Landings. 
Perfect for holiday entertaining. $6500 Text Susan, 

908.458.7048 for more details and pictures/vid-
eos. Serious inquiries only.

GUNS
GUNS WANTED • Top cash paid. Z and Son 
Fine Guns 5 East Montgomery Crossroads, Savan-
nah’s Firearms Source., 912.438.5811

HOMES FOR RENT OR SALE
Are you thinking about selling your home? I 
have buyers interested in buying your house! We 
also offer FREE design consultations, staging, pro-
fessional photography and local marketing! Men-
tion this ad and get a reduced rate commission! 
Nicole Casino with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 
912.356.0006 or 912.598.6250

HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND REMODELING

JOHN HODGES CONSTRUCTION INC. • 
We specialize in window and door replacement 
and repair. We’re a Marvin certified contractor. 
We also specialize in exterior siding, decks, ser-
vice fence and trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, 
bathrooms, and trim. No job too small. Serving 
the Landings since 1982. Call 912.313.2767.

MURRAY’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS • We 
offer all types of home repairs with professional 
services at reasonable prices. Custom remodeling, 
new construction, rotted wood replacement, along 
with interior and exterior woodwork. We also re-
pair and install all types of roofs. We’ve been serv-
ing Savannah for over 30 years. Call Stacey Murray 
at 912.346.0046

HANDYMAN HOUSECALLS 
Fast response 
Quick fixes
No job too small! 
Call Bob Langston, 912.266.5390

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

DEBBIE’S DECORATING • Throughout the 
United States, I’ve designed and decorated homes, 
offices, new construction, and remodels.  With 
over 20 years’ experience, I would love to assist 
in giving your home an up-to-date look and feel!  
Please call now to book your appointment with 
me, Landings resident Debbie Leecock, Designer, 
at dcleecock@aol.com or phone 214.405.0989 or 
you may visit my website at www.dleecock.com.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE 
GRASSMASTER LAWN CARE • We offer com-
plete landscape management with year-round 
service. Our services also include fertilization, in-
sect, weed, and fungus control, along with lawn 
and shrub programs. We are your total lawn care 
service. We also offer landscaping, i.e. lawn ren-
ovation and sodding. Licensed and Insured. Free 
estimates. Please call Mike Schuman at 354.8856.  

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE, LLC • Customer 
service you deserve! We are committed to pro-
viding the most reliable lawn care service and 
maintenance. Offering complete lawn care needs 
including lawn mowing, edging, pruning, hedge 
trimming, blowing, and pine straw installation, 
and fertilizer. Call today for a free estimate. Let us 
maintain your property, so you can enjoy it. Li-
censed and insured. 912.656.8472

NEW LEAF LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT • 
As Skidaway Island residents, we understand your 
need to maintain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New 
Leaf Landscape Management specializes in full-ser-
vice lawn maintenance and fertilization, debris re-
moval and professional landscaping design/instal-
lation. With over 15 years in the industry, we have 
developed strong relationships with local compa-
nies to deliver superior products for your home 
at the utmost competitive prices. Please call for 
your no obligation lawn evaluation and free quote. 
Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 912.210.9773. Li-
censed and Insured.

MURPH ‘N’ TURF • Over 25 years of Turf and 
Plant health experience. Licensed and Insured. 
We offer over-seeding with premium seed, tree 
root injections for fall, and organic soil amend-
ments for turf health through Fall and Winter 
to boost your landscape into spring. Year-round 
plant health plans available. Also, if you’re tired of 
your irrigation well staining your home, driveway, 
and trees…I’m your guy!! Call Murph today for a 
FREE consultation, 912.596.2472

MASSAGE THERAPY

SUITE LIFE WELLNESS SPA • Conveniently 
located on the Diamond Causeway (next to Kro-
ger). Our female therapists are highly-skilled in 

CHEERS!
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NCAA
Mississippi St. at Mississippi
Tulane at Cincinnati
Baylor at Texas
Arizona St. at Arizona
NC St. at North Carolina
Arkansas at Missouri
Nebraska at Iowa
Florida at Florida St.
Oregon at Oregon St.
LSU at Texas A&M
Notre Dame at USC
Michigan St. at Penn St.
Kansas at Kansas St.
Oklahoma at Texas Tech
Minnesota at Wisconsin
Purdue at Indiana
Pittsburgh at Miami (FL)
Michigan at Ohio St.
Rutgers at Maryland
Appalachian St. at Georgia Southern

NFL
NY Giants at Dallas
New England at Minnesota
Cincinnati at Tennessee
Tampa Bay at Cleveland
LA Rams at Kansas City

As a tiebreaker this week, 
pick the total points in the 
Michigan at Ohio St. game.

 
________________

Football season may be winding down, but the competition in our Pick 
‘Em Pool is as lively as ever. No tiebreaker this time – we had a clear 
winner. Some of the more obscure collegiate matchups and the pro 

games tripped up many of our pickers this week. But “Steady” Steve Shirah 
bested the rest with 18 of 25 correct projections. “Steady” Steve is no new-
comer. He has won our pool previously. We congratulate him on another 
resounding victory. 

Thank you, as always, to everyone who plays. This issue features a Thanks-
giving weekend pigskin slate. The season is speeding by. Don’t miss your 
chance to get in on the action.  Enter. Everyone is welcome. We’d love to 
have hundreds of participants, and there’s no reason that we shouldn’t. It’s 
easy. Twenty college games and five NFL matchups. Predict the winning team 
for each game. And get more winners right than the rest of your friends. For 
the tiebreaker game, predict the total points that the two teams will score 
(combined). 

This slate will be played between Thursday, November 24, and Sunday, 
November 27. Entries are due by 5 p.m., Thursday, November 24. Please, 
limit one entry per contestant. Email picks to chendrix@theskinnie.com. Or 
send your entry the old-fashioned way to:

The Skinnie
15 Lake Street, Suite 280
Savannah, GA 31411  

Alternatively, just drop it by our offices. You’ll find us on the second floor. 
 
Good luck and enjoy the games…a rooting interest makes football week-

ends fun.
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