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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. Which makes sense since 
the day is three hence from this Skinnie’s release. And it’s feeling like 
Christmas, too, with temperatures predicted to dip into the teens, bad 
news for the olive trees at my farm. 

Cold and Christmas are kin in much of the country, but not nor-
mally around here. Since 1871, the National Weather Service has dil-
igently tracked climactic conditions throughout the land, and its his-
torical records paint a clear (and comfortable) picture for the Hostess 
City. Savannah’s Christmas Day average high temperature is 61 over the 
sesqui-century, while the typical low has registered a not-too-bad 42. The 
highest high was 82, in 2015, and the lowest low, 10, in 1983. The lowest 
high was 27, also in 1983, which, in addition to being (evidently) a cold 
winter, included the U.S. invasion of Grenada (seems like a mismatch in 
retrospect) and the introduction of the Mario Brothers video game (an 
inflection point in the inculcation of obsessive digital engagement among 
American youth). 

Forget history. Sunday in Savannah – Christmas Day – will be blus-
tery. The anticipated high is 43, with an overnight low of 23, well below 
freezing. It will be mostly sunny, not a white Christmas, just a chilly one. 

There are places where I’ve lived or travel to often (usually to ski) that 
I expect to be frosty. You can’t say “Burlington” (Vermont), home to my 
parents for most of the ‘90s, without “Brrr!” True to form, the home of 
the UVM Catamounts will see a high of 25 and a low of 15 this year, 
with the same mostly sunny conditions we’ll have here. Sure, 15 is frigid, 
but it’s not distinguishably worse than our 23. But our 23 is exactly the 
same as Jackson Hole’s 23, the likely low in the one-time cowboy town 
turned wealth sanctuary, where they’ll enjoy a mix of snow and clouds to 
complete the seasonal mood. 

One might argue that New York is America’s Christmas City, with 
the Rockettes and the Rockefeller Center tree and department store win-
dows that draw crowds. The Miracle on 34th Street happened right in 
the middle of Manhattan’s Herald Square. This year, there will be little to 
separate Gotham from Gullah country, weather-wise. It’ll dip to 20 there, 
only 3 degrees cold than in the canyons of Bull Street. 

What did Irving Berlin, through the velvety voice of Bing Crosby, say? 
“The sun is shining, the grass is green; the orange and palm trees sway. 
There’s never been such a day, in Beverly Hills, LA…I’m dreaming of 
a…” (You know it from here.) Beverly Hills is remaining true to form. 
It’ll be 76 and sunny this year. 
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Berlin’s lyrics include the line, “I’m longing to be up North,” a geo-
graphical condition we associate with cold. What’s the northernmost city 
in the U.S.? you ask. Utqiagvik, Alaska, of course! Which reminds us that 
someone always has it worse than we do. On Christmas Day, it will be 
dark there, part of a string of 65 straight days without natural light. And 
it’ll be cold, very cold, with a high of minus-10. But that’s Alaska…what 
about the lower-48? Anglet Inlet, Minnesota, is the town with the highest 
latitude in the contiguous, continental collection. Sorry, Maine. Expect 
sun in A.I. on the 25th, where it’ll reach a balmy 3 by afternoon. 

Though we might consider New York as America’s Christmas city, 
doing so is an insult to the true believers. Santa Claus, Indiana…an auda-
cious name-claim for characteristically humble Midwesterners…is to be 
aptly nippy: 19 at the warmest moment and clinging to its second digit 
– a bitter 10 – when the sun fades.  There are three actual North Poles – 
New York (18H/9L, partly cloudy), Alaska (-24H/-25L, mostly sunny…
it’s a dry cold, I’m told) and Colorado (45H/30L, partly sunny…take 
that, Southeast). 

We revere a sacred city in Pennsylvania – Bethlehem – not only be-
cause it shares its name with Jesus’ birthplace – the “reason for the sea-
son,” as we say; it’s also home to my alma mater (and that of my father), 
Lehigh University. While not the OG West Bank, whether you’re on the 
north or south side of the Lehigh River, it’ll be 25 and sunny, falling to 
the mid-teens under the guiding stars. 

Christmas Cove, Maine. It’s a quaint, waterfront town, where the 
weather is moderated by sea breezes. Expect a high of 29 and low of 19 
under Christmas Day sun. Christmas Valley, Oregon, will be warmer 
than we are – 43 and 30, with the intermittent rain that would make life 
in the Pacific Northwest as depressing as a pile of discarded needles on a 
downtown Portland street. Christmas, Florida – would you believe it’s an 
unincorporated area of Orlando? Of course, you would. If you’re heading 
there, bring your fur-lined mouse ears; it’s going down to 34. 

Garland, Texas. The municipality is named for a hero of the Recon-
structionist South, not a lengthy, decorative, evergreen creation. It’s near 
Dallas. And it’ll be a few degrees warmer than our city, topping out at 
45 and hovering near the freezing point at the coldest point of the day.

Enjoy the holiday and the unseasonably-but-spiritually-appropriate 
weather. Both will be over in a virtual blink. According to Accuweather, 
we’ll approach 70 by New Year’s Eve. Your visiting relatives from Michi-
gan will, for sure, bust out their shorts. 

Merry Christmas.
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and livelihoods to earn. As Sherman’s troops made their way through 
Georgia, thousands of people of color attached themselves to the 
army, despite Sherman’s attempts not to take them on. He did not 
need more hungry stomachs.

By the middle of December 1864, the Union Army was outside Sa-
vannah. An excruciatingly polite request for surrender and an equally 
florid refusal passed between Sherman and the Confederate general, 
William Hardee. Outmanned and outgunned, Hardee quietly evac-
uated his troops via a pontoon bridge across the Savannah River to 
South Carolina on December 20 and 21, leaving Savannah militari-
ly unprotected. The care of the city was entrusted to its much-loved 
mayor, a physician named Richard Arnold who was Princeton-edu-
cated and medically credentialed at the University of Pennsylvania. 
With advance guard Brig. Gen. John Geary at his side, Arnold made 
cooperative overtures to Sherman, asking that invading troops respect 
private homes and property.

The occupation was largely peaceful. Most of Sherman’s 62,000 
soldiers remained outside the city, although Savannahian Mary Copp 
Wilbur complained that by December 21 the square in front of her 
home had “become a village” and the streets “parade grounds.” Sol-
diers camped in Savannah’s Colonial Cemetery, altering graves in acts 
of either mischief or desecration, depending on one’s point of view. As 
Union troops replaced Confederate flags with U.S. flags on the city’s 
many buildings, white women stepped off sidewalks into foul, muddy 
streets to avoid walking under the Stars and Stripes. Soldiers doubled 
down on Confederate degradation by suspending flags on wires across 
entire streets, daring Savannah citizenry to devise new ways to disre-

Savannah’s Historic District is decked out for Christmas. Home-
owners have decorated their squares with wreaths and garlands, 
shopkeepers have livened their windows with holiday vignettes, and 
tourists ply the streets seeking the spirit of the season and feeling the 
warmth of welcoming locals.

Christmas falls on Sunday this year, as it did in 1864. Back then, 
Savannahians – mostly women, and most of them in mourning for 
their war dead – wondered when the “War of Northern Aggression” 
might end, and with what conclusion. More immediately, they wor-
ried that the Union general, William Tecumseh Sherman, and his 
62,000 soldiers would become their uninvited holiday guests. Atlanta 
smoldered and Savannah stood as the ceremonial prize at the end of 
the March to the Sea. It was an austere December.

Not that Christmas was usually lavish in 19th-century America. 
From colonial times, Christmas observance was spartan, if the holi-
day was kept at all. Long associated with pagan solstice rituals, with 
excessive eating, drinking and lasciviousness, Christendom’s most 
controversial holiday had a shady reputation. Mistrust of the holi-
day passed through generations from New England Puritans (who 
outlawed Christmas in Massachusetts until the 1850s) and down the 
coast, putting a damper on December 25 revelry. Historian Stephen 
Nissenbaum (The Battle for Christmas) writes that a too-enthusiastic 
celebration of the Nativity was morally questionable.

One of the best historical interpretations of Christmas and the New 
Year in Savannah comes from the Isaiah Davenport House, where 
1820s yuletide comes to life. It’s a solemn portrayal when it comes 
to Christmas, giving way to more convivial behavior at the new year.  

By the start of the Civil War, Christmas had finally emerged in 
the South as a day of feasting – poultry and pork, fish and oysters, 
even champagne. Christmas trees, a Victorian innovation in the En-
glish-speaking world, were still a couple of decades away, but William 
Washington Gordon II, on the eve of the war, wrote “Christmas is the 
great event of the year at the South.”

The December tradition of candles in windows indicated that 
homes were open, ready to welcome visitors. But an invading army 
was not what Savannahians in 1864 had wished for – unless those 
Savannahians were people of color. Savannah’s population during the 
Civil War was just over 22,000, of whom approximately a third were 
enslaved. A small but significant minority of some 700 “free people of 
color” worked at trades or services, for pay, on Savannah’s edges – both 
in terms of the city’s geographical footprint and the outer reaches of 
its economic ethos.  

Whether slave or free, Black people in Savannah and across the 
South had begun to see the war’s meaning as more than merely states’ 
rights and tariffs. For them, the Emancipation Proclamation and ad-
vancing troops were palpable sirens of change: The advent of oppor-
tunity, the promise of education, and the allure of farms to cultivate 

December 1864
By Roger Smith

The Green-Meldrim house, as it appeared in the 19th Century

spect the national banner. 
 
Sherman himself arrived on December 22, famously housed at the 

Madison Square home of British cotton merchant Charles Green. 
In contrast to these luxurious accommodations, Savannah had been 
suffering wartime privation for more than two years, since the 1862 
fall of Fort Pulaski and the U.S. naval blockade. In a 2020 lecture at 
The Learning Center, researcher Rebecca Rowden used 1860s Savan-
nah newspapers to reveal shortages from the period. Fabric scarcities 
deprived Savannah’s women of new Christmas dresses and rampant 
inflation made the few staples to be had exorbitantly expensive. En-
terprising Savannahians made money as they could, like J.E. Hernan-
dez making candy to sell from his Broughton Street shop, which he 
dubbed the “headquarters of Santa Claus.”
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The Chicago Tribune called Sherman “our military Santa” when he 
offered Savannah itself as a present to President Abraham Lincoln, a 
gift that included 150 heavy guns, ammunition, and some 25,000 
bales of cotton. Some of those bales belonged to Sherman’s host, 
Charles Green, whose cotton – despite his humble requests – was not 
returned to him.

Sherman made social rounds at Christmastime, visiting wives of 
Confederate officers. At the Oglethorpe Avenue residence of William 
Washington Gordon, Sherman sat with Chicago native Nellie Kinzie 
Gordon and famously bounced four-year-old Juliette “Daisy” Gordon 
on his knee in the parlor. 

 
Christmas Day dawned cold and windy in Savannah, with grim 

levity about the Yankees having brought their weather with them. The 
city’s congregations had spent the war years in prayer for the Confed-
eracy, including its president, Jefferson Davis. The Episcopal liturgy 
specifically called for prayer for the president, and under Sherman’s 
occupation clergy queried which president the prayer should invoke. 
Sherman is said to have encouraged the rector of St. John’s Church 
(across Macon Street from the general’s headquarters) to pray for the 
Confederate leader: “Davis and the Devil both need praying for very 
much!”

In his classic work A Present for Mr. Lincoln, Alexander A. Law-
rence points out that the occupation improved the quality of life in 
the city. Neglected streets were cleaned of manure and dead animals 
and buildings along Bay Street enjoyed whitewashing. Mayor Arnold 
and the city council adopted a resolution, “burying bygones in the 

graves of the past and (submitting to) the national authority under 
the Constitution.” 

Sherman offered amnesty to those submitting to an oath of alle-
giance to the U.S. Sincere or not, there were many “takers.” Already 
more than 200 Savannahians with family ties in the north had accept-
ed Sherman’s offer of safe passage out. However, Savannah’s pragmatic 
submission to Sherman became a target of disdain from some of its 
residents. Emma Le Conte wrote, “Savannah has gone down on her 
knees and humbly begged pardon of Father Abraham, gratefully ac-
knowledging Sherman’s clemency in burning and laying waste their 
state.”

As Sherman prepared to leave Savannah early in 1865, he agreed 
to a January 12 meeting with African-American religious leaders. 
Their spokesman, Rev. Garrison Frazier, responded to a set of strin-
gent questions from Sherman and visiting Secretary of War, Edwin 
Stanton. On behalf of his soon-to-be-emancipated brethren, Frazier 
impressively embraced ambitions for education and self-sufficiency in 
a reconstructed nation. He declared his people’s loyalty to the gov-
ernment and the Constitution and their eagerness to take up arms in 
defense of the U.S. The meeting resulted in Sherman’s Field Order 15, 
ostensibly promising Freedmen “forty acres and a mule,” one of many 
promises American society would extend and then withdraw. 

Yet convention was permanently upended in Savannah and the 
states of the Confederacy. It seems that Savannah was ready to see the 
war ended, unknowingly less than four months away from Christmas 
morning, 1864. S

This plaque stands in Madison Square, adjacent to the Green-Meldrim 
House where Gen. Sherman established his headquarters during the 
Union occupation of Savannah.

Roger Smith is director of The Learning Center of Senior Citizens, Inc., 
the premier lifelong learning program for people 55 and older in Savannah 
and coastal Georgia.  Roger is former director of education at the Georgia 
Historical Society.  He has served as a volunteer at the Isaiah Davenport 
House since 1995. Visit seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center.

In a telegram to 
President Lincoln 
on December 
22, 1864, Gen. 
Sherman wrote, 
“I beg to pres-
ent to you, as a 
Christmas gift, 
the city of Sa-
vannah, with 
150 heavy 
guns and plen-
ty of ammuni-
tion, and also 
about 25,000 
bales of cot-
ton.”
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New Year’s Eve,
1976
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December 31, 1976, found me centered in the back seat of the 
family station wagon, headed north into Michigan. I was 11, 
recognizing for the first time the appeal of a new year, as a 

new president was about to take the nation another step away from the 
national nightmare of the Watergate scandal. 

We were bound for the home of our uncle, Frank. Everyone loved 
Uncle Frank. He had married before entering the Navy during World 
War II, when the future for many young couples was uncertain. In a 
peculiar reversal of likelihoods, my Aunt Katherine died unexpectedly 
before Frank returned home. With no children of his own, he doted 
on his nieces and nephews. A few years later, he took over the family 
business – a hardware store – begun by my grandfather. Though Frank 
was never particularly interested in the nuts and bolts of the hardware 
business, life as a merchant afforded him the opportunity to become a 
large cog in the small-town machine, sitting on town council for sev-
eral years. In the mid-1950s, a national hardware chain came to town 
and offered to buy him out. It was the best exit strategy he could have 
hoped for, and the proceeds enabled him to buy a small farm. 

Frank dubbed it the Triangle Ranch, due to its three-sided layout. 
It became the customary site for family gatherings. Frank hosted many 

an after-party for weddings, funerals and high school graduations. The 
yard offered ample space for games of tag, football or lawn darts.

The Triangle Ranch was not a working farm. The tractors, thresh-
ers and livestock were long gone. It consisted of two buildings – a 
19th-century farmhouse and an old wooden barn of the same vin-
tage. The latter served as Frank’s workshop, where he restored “classic” 
automobiles he bought over the years. He bought many, worked on 
most, but I don’t believe that he completed one. 

The barn also housed Frank’s Airstream trailer, which he pulled out 
for family gatherings. It served as a makeshift clubhouse for the men 
in the family, providing the opportunity to smoke, drink and vent in 
a testosterone-and-bourbon-filled steel capsule, safe from prying eyes 
and ears. The men compared pay stubs and shared dirty jokes. Wives 
and children were excluded, obviously.

Beyond the barn lay several acres of open field. It was covered in 
snow as we arrived in the winter of ’76, the setting sun just above the 
tree line. The waning sun reflected off the hull of the Airstream on the 
opposite side of the driveway.

By Mike Broderick
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Frank came out to greet us, my cousin 
Patrick – the child of my dad’s older sister 
– trailing behind him. When Patrick hit a 
rough patch during his teen years, Frank took 
him in. Dad commented on the conspicuous 
absence of some of his other siblings and their 
families. Frank explained they’d be along.

Inside the house, a fire warmed the living 
room, a masculine yet tasteful mix of wood, 
flannel and plaid. A game blared from the 
wooden console TV against one wall, and a 
smorgasbord of cold cuts lined the counter 
of the adjacent kitchen. The day’s dinner was 
to be an extended graze featuring assorted 
meats, cheeses and breads. “Leave plenty of 
room for dessert,” Frank cautioned as we re-
filled our plates.

Over the next few hours, Frank indulged 
everyone who came through his door. Neigh-
bors. Family. Neighbors’ families. More aunts 
and uncles arrived with their children. We 
watched football, played pool in the base-
ment, and caught up on family gossip (“Yes, 
I’m afraid she HAD to get married.”)

At 8 p.m., Frank officially opened “the 
bar.” In the interest of maintaining a fami-

ly-friendly gathering, he offered a compre-
hensive sampling of ice cream from the local 
dairy. After a childhood of vanilla, chocolate 
and strawberry, it was my first exposure to 
more exotic fare like rocky road and mint 
chocolate chip (which, I learned, if natural-
ly produced, is white in color, rather than 
green). These were accompanied by all the 
toppings my 11-year-old brain could imagine 
– fudge, caramel, fruit, sprinkles and candies 
galore.

Frank and I shared what we later identified 
as the ice cream gene – a pre-disposition to 
all things frozen and fattening. In the hours 
leading up to the ball-drop in Times Square, 
I enjoyed one bowl after another, trying var-
ious combinations of the many components, 
like a medical researcher in desperate search 
for a cure. When Mom told me to ease up, 
Frank ran interference on my behalf.

We watched Dick Clark, live from New 
York (before the phrase was trademarked by 
another network). When the clock struck 12, 
there was much shouting and celebrating. 
But as soon as the ballyhoo died down, Mom 
began ushering her younger children off to 
bed, while the older ones helped tidy up. S

My brother and I shared a tiny guest loft 
overlooking the living room. I lay on my 
back, staring at the ceiling while my stomach 
struggled to process a dairyman’s dream. I 
was, at once, smugly satisfied and hopelessly 
sick.

Frank had one last surprise for us. He’d 
gone out to the Airstream to collect stray 
dishes. Stepping back outside with an arm-
load of empty glasses and overflowing ash-
trays, he was bathed in a glow seldom seen 
south of the Upper Peninsula. The Northern 
Lights sparkled wildly in the sky, as if to ef-
fectively shame any man-made fireworks 
launched from the ground. Frank ran inside, 
instructing Patrick to extinguish the lights. As 
Frank rousted us from our beds, he told us 
to be quick, never mind pants, just put on 
our boots and wrap our blankets around us. 
“Hurry,” he urged, “or it’ll be gone.”

Dad joined Frank, herding us outside 
where the night sky radiated as auroral pillars. 
The lights danced gracefully on the horizon, 
up and down, back and forth. The aurora ex-
tended almost overhead, and it was pulsating. 
For a minute or two, I stared into the heav-

ens, agog.

The pulsating visions eventually calmed. 
When the lights began to fade, clouds rolled 
in, and we went back inside. My brother and 
I had gotten our second wind and were in-
clined to remain awake. But, Dad suggested 
that if we weren’t going to bed we should help 
with the cleaning. Patrick came to our rescue. 
He had remained outside, armed with a cam-
era. Poking his head in the backdoor, he said, 
excitedly, “It’s back,” and we returned to the 
yard.

The clouds had cleared, revealing a phe-
nomenon more spectacular than the one I at 
which we had marveled at minutes before. 
Above the pillars of the aurora, a purple band 
appeared, forming a line of dashes that resem-
bled the tops of a picket fence. Witnessing 
this effect is, evidently, a sort-of Holy Grail 
among aurora-chasers, as it usually occurs at 
lower latitudes where the Aurora Borealis is 
seldom seen. When it was over, we returned 
to our beds, taking the treasured memory of 
the Northern Lights with us. Sleeping, we 
had already experienced a real-life dream.

A dark night sky with little light pollution 

is necessary when looking for the Northern 
Lights, as the radiance of the aurora is equal to 
the brightness of starlight. Modern technolo-
gy has advanced so that a smart phone can 
guide you towards opportunities to witness 
natural wonders like the Northern Lights. 

The next morning, as 1977 dawned clear 
and bright, morning meteorologists com-
mented on Mother Nature’s impromptu 
display the previous night. They referred to 
it as a Strong Thermal Emissions Velocity 
Enhancement (STEVE). It’s similar to the 
Aurora Borealis, but appears along different 
magnetic wavelengths, making it a slightly 
different thing. 

We spent the first day of 1977 watching 
parades and football, and munching on left-
overs. Sorry to say, “Steve” didn’t make an 
encore appearance that night, nor have I seen 
one since then. But the Aurora is the center-
piece of my New Years memories. It outshines 
(pun intended) them all. Today, I content 
myself with the ice cream bar I put together 
for my own kids and their cousins. I’ll proba-
bly have more than one.
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New Year’s resolutions involve men-
tal commitment. Often, they focus 
on health – changes like weight 

loss, increased exercise, improved nutrition. 
Starting an exercise routine can be exciting 
but frustrating. For many people, it can be 
overwhelming, and they break their resolu-
tions early in the year. Maybe you’ve tried in 
the past, but after a few months you’ve given 
up. To improve your chances of turning your 
goals into realities, try thinking SMART.

S – Specific
M – Measureable
A – Attainable
R – Realistic
T – Time

Personal trainers and wellness coaches 
help clients set SMART goals to overcome 
a challenge, such as losing weight. At the St. 
Joseph’s/Candler Wellness Center, certified 
exercise physiologists create personalized ex-
ercise programs designed to meet a clients’ 
goals and keep him or her motivated. Incor-
porating regular exercise into your daily life 

leads to many health benefits. Incremental 
SMART goals can lead you to big achieve-
ments over time. 

Specifically, you might begin by walking 
on a treadmill. Measure your progress by 
setting a weekly schedule. Make your plan 
Attainable. If you are not a morning person, 
don’t plan on going to the gym in the morn-
ing. Think Realistically how much you can 
tolerate: Do you want to do 30 minutes at 
3.0 speed and 3.0 incline? Is that within your 
reach at this moment? Consider the Time in 
which you want to achieve your goal.

Regular exercise is important for many 
reasons, from preventing diseases to main-
taining healthy blood pressure and circula-
tion to improved sleep. Activity leads to sus-
tained mobility and youthful spirit. Exercise 
can prevent or fight diseases, both the meta-
bolic and degenerative kinds. 

The American Heart Association rec-
ommends at least 150 minutes per week of 
moderate-intensity aerobic activity for adults. 
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This might include the gym workouts several 
times a week plus walking on days you don’t 
go. A good goal is to raise your heart rate 
through activity for 10 minutes three times 
each day.

SMART goal-setting strategies aren’t just 
for weight loss and exercise. You can set a 
SMART goal for any challenge, from saving 
money to stress-reduction to eating better 
to drinking more water. Define your objec-
tive and attack your goals using the SMART 
strategy. 

If you are new to working out or getting 
back in the gym after some time off, try the 
following: 

• Treat going to the gym like a doctor’s 
appointment. You wouldn’t cancel a doctor’s 
appointment at the last minute just because 
you are “too tired.” Pick a time that’s good 
for you to go to the gym and write it down, 
put it in your phone or add it to the family 
calendar. Treat it like a firm appointment. 

• Get a personal trainer.  With a per-
sonal trainer, you set appointments and feel 
compelled to meet them. Typically, you pay 
in advance, so you have added incentive to 
keep your commitment. Trainers are skilled 
motivators.

• Verbally commit. Tell your co-workers, 
spouse, kids, trainer…whomever: You are 
committing to exercise. Saying it out loud 
makes adds an additional layer of account-
ability. 

• Start with your favorite exercises. If 
you don’t like to run, don’t run. If you pre-
fer to bike, hop on an exercise bike. Nobody 

Live smart

Think S.M.A.R.T.
When Making Resolutions

Setting realistic,
attainable goals
are key to success

Set realistic, attainable goals.

wants to do something they don’t enjoy, so 
find your fun and do it. 

• Listen to upbeat music or watch your 
favorite TV show while you work out. Most 
of the equipment in the St. Joseph’s/Candler 
Wellness Center allows you to watch Netflix 
or Hulu.

• Join a class. The Wellness Center offers 
a variety of classes including Yoga, core, and 
circuit training. These are great workouts and 
provide opportunities to meet people with 
common interests.

• Recruit a friend to join you. When 
you work out with a friend, you are making 
a commitment to meet at the gym. Working 
out with a buddy can make the time seem to 
go by faster and be more enjoyable. At the 
Wellness Center, you can sign yourself and a 
friend up for personal training sessions. 

• Start with small goals. Losing 50 
pounds is great, but it’s also something that 
will take a year or longer to achieve. If you set 
smaller goals, such as working out 20 min-
utes a day or losing half a pound a week, you 
can see satisfying results quickly, A feeling of 

accomplishment will help prevent you from 
getting frustrated and quitting your workout 
routine altogether.

If your resolution is to lose weight and ex-
ercise more, the St. Joseph’s/Candler Wellness 
Center offers memberships to the public. It is lo-
cated on the Candler Hospital campus. Personal 
training is available. Call the Wellness Center 
at 912.819.8800 for pricing or visit sjchs.org 
to learn more.

An Enduring Gift 
The heartwarming spirit and genuine feelings of the holi-

day season manifest themselves in the simple act of giv-
ing. St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations have four giving 

clubs to which individuals and businesses can donate. These 
gifts ensure our community continues to have access to the best 
healthcare services available.

The Mercy Society was established to recognize St. Joseph’s/
Candler’s most generous benefactors. These compassionate indi-
viduals are committed to investing in the health and wellbeing 
of our community by making a pledge that is payable over up to 
three years. Levels of support include Platinum ($50,000), Gold 
($25,000) and Silver ($10,000).

The 1804 Club is a network of community-minded individ-
uals whose philanthropic support of St. Joseph’s/Candler secures 
the best technology and programs available. Levels of support 
include Platinum ($1,000), Gold ($500) and Silver ($250).

The Ambassador Circle recognizes businesses dedicated to 
helping St. Joseph’s/Candler fulfill its mission of “treating illness 
and promoting wellness for all people while rooted in God’s 
love.” Members include businesses, organizations and founda-
tions that make pledges of $3,000 or more payable over up to 
three years. Levels of support include Platinum ($50,000), Gold 
($25,000), Silver ($10,000) and Bronze ($3,000).

The Legacy Circle honors individuals who have remembered 
St. Joseph’s/Candler in their estate plans. If you have made a 
provision in your estate plan for St. Joseph’s/Candler, please let 
us know.

OTHER OPTIONS
Tribute Gifts honor 

someone special – re-
membering the life of a 
loved one, expressing 
gratitude for acts 
of kindness, 
recogniz-
ing joyous 
o c c a s i o n s , 
or celebrating 
a new life. When 
you make a tribute 
gift to St. Joseph’s/
Candler Foundations, 
an acknowledgement of the gift is sent to the designated honor-
ee or family member. 

Honor Your Caregiver – A thoughtful gift in recognition of 
a special caregiver directly impacts our ability to care for pa-
tients by providing essential resources. When a donation is made 
through the Care Champion program, the person you are hon-
oring will be presented a letter of recognition, Care Champion 
certificate and lapel pin. Your message of appreciation will be 
shared with your honoree’s supervisor and his or her professional 
colleagues.

For more information, please contact St. Joseph’s/Candler Foun-
dations at 912.819.8683, or visit sjchs.org. The mailing address: 
St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations, Heart and Lung Building, 5356 
Reynolds Street, Suite 400, Savannah, 31405. 
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Capt. Jean Durham

Our 2022 “He/She/They Served” series ends with former Ma-
rine, Capt. Jean Durham, now retired. A native of Vancou-
ver, Washington, Durham enlisted in the Marines in 1999, 

four months after graduating from high school. 

“I was seeking travel, education and adventure,” she says, and the 
local Marine recruiter had a way of accenting the positive. “Turned 
out, he was correct.” 

Durham reported to Parris Island, South Carolina, for 11 weeks of 
basic training. “I was a good recruit,” she says proudly, scoring high 
at the rifle range. After graduating in January of 2000, she pursued 
Advanced Infantry Training near Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. As a 
private first class, she received her first military occupational specialty 
(M.O.S.), aviation operations specialist. 

After only a few weeks at Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron 2, 
Marine Corps Air Station, Cherry Point, North Carolina, Durham 
transferred to Incirlik Air Base, Turkey in support of Operation 
Northern Watch. The combined task force – the U.S., U.K. and Tur-
key - enforced a no-fly zone above the 36th parallel in Iraq to main-
tain an autonomous Kurdish region. Durham was among the 1,100 
U.S. military personnel supporting flight operations for the 50-or-so 
American aircraft involved.

Six months later, Durham transferred to Marine Corps Base Ha-
waii at Kaneohe Bay, where she was operations chief for 
Marine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 362, from 2003 to 
2008. With MHS 362, she deployed many times – to 
Okinawa and Osaka, Japan and Hyderabad, India. 
In 2007, she was sent to Assad, Iraq, in support 
of Operation Iraqi Freedom, her first taste of en-
forced security in an active combat zone. 

She Served by Ron Lauretti

During her time assigned to Hawaii, 
Durham was promoted to E-5 sergeant and 
attended night school in hope of becoming 
an officer. The Corps appreciated her ambi-
tion and selected her for the Marine Enlist-
ed Commissioning Education Program. She 
graduated from Savannah State University 
in 2011, then attended Officer Candidate 
School in Quantico, Virginia. In March of 
2012, Durham was commissioned a second 
lieutenant, with a new M.O.S. as a public 
affairs officer.

Public affairs officers advise commanders 
and staff on matters regarding the media, 
community relations and internal infor-
mation dissemination. They ensure that no 
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incorrect or unfairly negative information is released to the public. 
Durham served as public affairs officer at Parris Island for three years. 

She then transferred to Camp Lejeune as part of the 22nd Ma-
rine Expeditionary Unit. An MEU is a powerful, mobile force de-
ployable from self-contained floating sea bases. An MEU consists of 
approximately 2,200 Marines and sailors – mostly ground and avia-
tion combat units and is deployed for peacekeeping and enforcement, 
security, show-of-force operations, anti-terrorism strikes, and rescue 
operations.

For most of her two years with the 22nd MEU, Durham was 
stationed in the Mediterranean Sea off the coast of Syria, where the 
group conducted precision air strikes in support of the foreign forces 
fighting against the Islamic State of Iraq and targets in Sirte, Libya, as 
part of Operation Odyssey Lightning.

After being promoted to captain, Durham returned from de-
ployment in 2017, and was reassigned to the 9th Marine Corps as 
marketing and strategy officer, responsible for the overall marketing 
campaigns covering the Midwestern U.S. She retired with honors Feb-
ruary 1, 2022, at Norfolk Naval Base. Included in her awards are three 
Navy and Marine Corps Commendation medals.

In Savannah, Durham is engaged in two civilian pursuits. In addi-
tion to teaching intelligence leadership courses, she is manager of Lilu 
Farms Dispensary on Whitaker Street, downtown.
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WRAP ARTISTS
WHAT: Greenbriar Gift Wrap Center needs 
volunteers
WHEN: Now through Dec. 24
WHERE: Oglethorpe Mall
CONTACT: Email Cherie Trice at ctrice@green-
briarchildrenscenter.org for info 
WHAT ELSE: Volunteer shifts available during 
the day, evening, and on weekends up through 
Christmas Eve. Shoppers bring their gifts to be 
wrapped by volunteers in exchange for a small 
fee, which is donated to Greenbriar’s programs for 
children and families. Sign up through the home-
page link at greenbriarchildrenscenter.org.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
WHAT: Christmas Eve services at Skidaway 
Community Church 
WHEN: Dec. 24, 5 p.m. 
WHERE: Skidaway Community Church, 50 
Diamond Causeway, Skidaway Island
CONTACT: For more information, call the 
church at 912.598.0151
WHAT ELSE: Christmas Day services - 10 a.m. 
There will be no sermon but Bible readings and 
carols. All are welcome. Children are encouraged 

to worship with their families, so no babysitting is 
provided. “A Time with Young People” is part of 
the service.

HIGH FIBER
WHAT: Fiber Guild of the Savannahs “In Search 
of the Golden Fleece” 50th anniversary
WHEN: Now through Dec. 30
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St. 
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public 
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: The Fiber Guild of the Savannahs 
is a group of fiber artists who meet regularly to 
share inspiration and techniques regarding a wide 
variety of fiber arts: spinning, weaving, dyeing, 
quilting, knitting, basketry, rug making, paper 
manipulation, needle felting, and crocheting, for 
example. Beginners, amateurs and professional 
fiber artists are invited to join.

STITCHIN’ TIME
WHAT: Landlovers Stitch and Bead
WHEN: Tuesdays, Dec. 27, 2 to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Members’ homes
CONTACT: Leslie Mathews (lmathews50@gmail.
com) to be added to email list
WHAT ELSE: We welcome crafters working 
on any type of needle projects, from knitting to 
needlepoint, beading, felting, crewel and cross 
stitch. Location announced by email. Landlovers 
membership is required.

POURED PAINT PROCESS
WHAT: The Works of Andrea and Mark 
Mathews
WHEN: Jan. 2 through 31; opening reception 
Tuesday, Jan. 3, 5 to 7 p.m.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St. 
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public 
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: At the start of the pandemic, An-
drea and Mark Mathews tried paint-pouring and 
fell in love with creating art. Their techniques are 
varied, using acrylic paint followed by an epoxy 
coat, which makes the colors pop and protects 
the piece. Excess paint is used to create necklaces, 
trivets, and coaster sets, which can also serve as 
trivets. Their slogan is, “Art you look at, art you 
can wear, and art you use.”

LAW MAN
WHAT: 100 Years of Influence: The life of W.W. 
Law
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 5, 11:30 a.m. - lunch; 12 
noon – presentation; 1:15 p.m. - treasures from 

WHO NEW?
WHAT: New Neighbors 
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com 
to see our calendar  
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Jody at 
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE:  The club offers more than 250 
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball, 
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge, 
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting 
military tours and special events for you to enjoy 
right here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT
WHAT: Landlovers membership / open to all 
Skidaway Islanders
HOW MUCH: Each $30 membership fee covers 
one household of one or two adults.
CONTACT: Vicki Knapp at landloversmember-
ship@gmail.com or visit www.landingslandlovers.
com for more information.
WHAT ELSE: The membership year runs from 
September 1 through August 31. Landlovers is a 
philanthropic and social organization dedicated to 
enriching the Landings community and Skidaway 
Island at large. Landlovers sponsors year-round 
social activities and fundraising events to support 
student scholarships and multiple non-profit 
service organizations.

CAN YOU CANASTA?
WHAT: Landlovers Canasta lessons
WHEN: Every Wednesday, 1-3 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse. Byrd 
Room (11/2, 11/16, 11/30); Hills Room 
(11/9, 11/23)
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Dianne Bloom, thewinela-
dy2005@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Open to men and women. 
Maximum 24 players and must have basic 
knowledge of the game. Because we play 
in the Palmetto Clubhouse, you must be 
a member of both the Landings Club and 
Landlovers.

IN THE CARDS
WHAT: Ladies Swiss Pairs dinner bridge
WHEN: First Wednesday of the month for 
six months, probably beginning in Novem-
ber this year  
HOW MUCH: $10 each/$20 per team
CONTACT: Bobbi Erwin, berwin234@
aol.com, or Karen Sellick, ksellick@bell-
south.net, or Carol Young, chsy@comcast.
net
WHAT ELSE: New players welcome. You 
and your partner may sign up ONLY at 
the Landings Landlovers opening reception 
on September 28. Must be a Landlovers 
member and a Landings Club member to 
participate, in accordance with Landings 
Club policy. Includes a delicious dinner, 
followed by three rounds of duplicate style 
bridge against other teams.

BRIDGING THE GAP
WHAT: Landlovers Modern Bridge 
WHEN: First Wednesday of each month, 
1 to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Marshwood
CONTACT: Marianne Claysmith, 
claysmith2@aol.com
WHAT ELSE: The Modern Bridge group 
is designed to use the following basic con-
ventions: Stayman, Jacoby Transfer, Weak 
2’s, Ace asking.Joining this group assumes 
you either currently use these conventions 
or are open to learning them. A 15-minute 
brush up will start at 1:00 p.m., game to 
follow. This group is open to those who 
wish to observe (kibbitz). All participants 
must be members of Landlovers and a 
Landings Club member to participate, in 
accordance with Landings Club policy. 
Due to limited space, sign up is required.
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AARP Tax-Aide saves underserved individuals/
families millions in preparation fees and helps 
taxpayers claim millions in refunds, which can 
be used to reduce poverty. Tax preparers will be 
trained to become IRS-certified. Volunteers are 
also needed to help with intake/front desk.

BE A DECENT DOCENT
WHAT: Become a historical interpreter
WHEN: Part-time – Monday thru Saturday, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.; or Sundays, 12 noon -4 p.m.
WHERE: The Andrew Low House Museum, 329 
Abercorn St. on Lafayette Square
HOW MUCH: $9.50 per hour
CONTACT: Chris Sergi, Education and Programs 
Manager Andrew Low House csergi@andrewlow-
house.com or 912.233.1828 ext.102
WHAT ELSE: The Andrew Low House is search-
ing for enthusiastic and dedicated individuals with 
a love of history to serve as guides and educators 
to represent our museum.

WELCOME MAT
WHAT: Learn to create sleeping mats for the 
homeless from discarded plastic bags
WHEN: Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m. – 12 noon and 
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. – 12 noon
CONTACT:  For project information, DIY videos 
or to schedule group workshops call Carol Green-
berg at 912.355.1238 or MStarArts@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: These mat and pillow sets help 
divert plastic bags from landfills and waterways 
while providing comfort to the homeless. All ages 
can learn to cut the bags into ribbons, tie these 
together to make plastic yarn. No tools are needed 
for braiding, crochet hooks cost less than $5 and 
looms about $10 to make.

CAUSEWAY CLEAN-UP
WHAT: “Shine Bright like a Diamond (Cause-
way),” litter pickup along Diamond Causeway
WHEN: 1 or 2 times per month, as trash amount 
deems necessary  
WHERE: Meet in the parking lot of Butterbean 
Beach
CONTACT: Courtney Fowler, causewaycleanup@
gmail.com or 912.313.6040
WHAT ELSE: Please bring work gloves and a 
safety vest if you have one; a trash-picker works 
wonders as well. We will provide trash bags. Water 
is recommended to avoid dehydration.

FERAL FRIENDSHIP
WHAT: Skidaway Cat Alliance Team 
WHEN: Ongoing 
WHERE: Skidaway Island and surrounding

CONTACT: skidawaycats@gmail.com or visit our 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/skidaway-
catallianceteam 
WHAT ELSE: The Skidaway Cat Alliance Team 
is a group of dedicated animal lovers who provide 
food, population control (spay/neuter), medical 
care, and shelter for free-roaming cats in the 
Skidaway area. We have cats and kittens currently 
being fostered that are available to new, loving 
homes.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
WHAT: Boy Scout Troop 57, for boys 10-18
WHEN: Weekly meeting Tuesday 7-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Community Church
CONTACT: BSA office, 927.7272
WHAT ELSE: Chartered in 1989, the troop 
has sponsored 80 Eagle Scouts to date. Weekly 
meetings, monthly outings (canoeing, canoeing, 
hiking, kayaking, rafting, backpacking), yearly 
summer camp and high adventure trips. New 
Scouts and transfers are welcome.

HOCUS POCUS!
WHAT: Landings Magic Society
WHEN: 7 p.m., second Thursday of the month, 
Oct. through May
WHERE: Plantation Club card room
CONTACT: Jim Ruhl, 912.856.3948, jsruhl@
gmail.com or Bill Sickels, 912.598.9123 or 
whsickels@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Anyone with an interest in magic 
is welcome. Every meeting is instructional, enter-
taining and enlightening. Active participation is 
encouraged.

BATH AND BODY WORKS
WHAT: Landlovers community service toiletry 
collection
WHEN: ongoing
WHERE: Drop-off location is the front porch at 
2 Moonrise Circle, Deer Creek
WHAT ELSE: Are you traveling and staying 
at a hotel? If you have any unused hotel soaps, 
shampoos, or lotions, please bring them back 
to Savannah. Share your vacation with Social 
Apostolate, which works with poor, homeless and 
disabled people in different ways including pro-
viding showers for those in need. No mouthwash 
or larger sized toiletries, please. 

BUNCO SQUAD
WHAT: Bunco: enjoy a dice game requiring no 
skill but enjoying a fun night out with friends
WHEN: 2nd Wednesday each month - 6:30-8:30 
p.m.

WHERE: Landings Association building on 
Landings Way South
HOW MUCH: $6 to cover room cost and prizes
CONTACT: Dianne Bloom, thewinelady2005@
yahoo.com; or Barbara Capes, b_capes@comcast.
net
WHAT ELSE: Any Landlovers member. Club 
membership is not required.

GREEN NO MORE
WHAT: Landlovers Coastal Georgia Living
WHEN: First Wednesday each month, October 
through May, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church Fellowship 
Hall
HOW MUCH: Annual dues are $25 individual 
or $30 family; Guests welcome for $5 
CONTACT: Donna Bunn - donnabunn@gmail.
com, or Deb Werner - debkwerner@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Coastal Georgia Living, formerly 
known as Green Thumb Club, focuses on garden-
ing, wildlife and the Georgia coastal lifestyle. Must 
be a Landlovers member. Membership is open to 
all residents of Skidaway Island.

HEAR GREAT SPEAKERS
WHAT: Kiwanis Club of Skidaway
WHEN: Thursday mornings at 7:45 a.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Club 
HOW MUCH: Free to attend; Coffee/Tea: $2.50 
(Occasionally free pastries)
CONTACT: Michael Klavon, 912.306.0474 for 
gate pass
WHAT ELSE: Membership is open to Savannah/
Chatham area residents. Visit www.kiwanisofsk-
daway.com for more information.

LUNCH BUNCH
WHAT: Landlovers Men’s Lunch
WHERE: Various restaurants around Savannah
WHEN: To be determined
HOW MUCH: The cost of your own meal
CONTACT: Dick Hughey, dickhughey1@att.
net; Jim Smart, smartsville@aol.com; or Rick 
Armstrong, armstrp@hotmail.com
WHAT ELSE: This is the eighth year of this 
successful men’s activity. Participants must be 
members of Landlovers.

READ ALL OVER
WHAT: Landlovers Singles Co-ed Book Club
WHEN: 4th Thursday each month 
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse
CONTACT: Marianne Claysmith, claysmith2@aol.
com
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers and Landings Club 
membership is required.

Island HoppIngIsland HoppIng

the W.W. Law Collection 
WHERE: The Learning Center of Senior Citi-
zens, Inc., 3025 Bull St. 
HOW MUCH: $20, including lunch 
CONTACT: To register, contact Roger Smith at 
rsmith@seniorcitizens-inc.org or 912.236.0363, 
ext. 145
WHAT ELSE: A collaborative program between 
The Learning Center of Senior Citizens, Inc. and 
the Savannah-Yamacraw branch of the Associa-
tion for the Study of African American Life and 
History.  

GATHERING GROCERIES
WHAT: Second Harvest Packing
WHEN: Friday, Jan. 6, 9 to 11 a.m.
WHERE: America’s Second Harvest Volunteer 
Center; Meet at the Methodist church by 8:15 to 
carpool 
CONTACT: Carol Stiles or Sue Souls, llcommser-
vice@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Four times a year, Landlovers 
Community Service gets together on Friday 
mornings to provide volunteer labor to pack boxes 
for needy families at America’s Second Harvest 
of Coastal Georgia, a nonprofit food bank and 
community partnering organization. No skill is 
required, just a caring heart. We’d particularly 
like to encourage any men who have time to 
join us. All are welcome, but participants must 
be members of Landlovers. We are in search of a 
coordinator. If you are interested in leading this 
wonderful effort, please let us know!

TRAIN OF THOUGHT
WHAT: “Hate Ends Now: The Cattle Car Expe-
rience”
WHEN: Friday, Jan. 6 to Sunday, Jan. 8
WHERE: Skidaway Community Church, 50 
Diamond Causeway
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: For information and to register 
online, contact skidcc.org
WHAT ELSE: This immersive multimedia ex-
hibit offers visitors the opportunity to step into a 
replica cattle car used to transport Jews and others 
to concentration camps during World War II.

DANCE FEVER
WHAT: Landlovers “Shall We Dance?”
WHEN: Monday, Jan. 9, 7-8:30 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Island United Methodist 
Church
CONTACT: Marilee Dalbey, 334.797.9952
HOW MUCH: Tickets are $15/person available 
at www.landingslandlovers.com
WHAT ELSE: On the second Monday of each 
month, learn a difference style of dance. January’s 
class will be learning to Cha Cha like the pros. 
Professional instructors will lead the group 
through the moves.

THE COAST WITH THE MOST
WHAT: Coastal Conservation Association of 
Skidaway January Meeting – “The Growth at the 
Base of the Food Chain” 
WHERE: St. Peter’s Church 
WHEN: Monday, Jan. 16, 7 p.m. 
CONTACT: Paulette Hamilton, 610.509.0279 
WHAT ELSE: Benjamin Lowin, PhD student 
at Skidaway Institute of Oceanography and the 
University of Georgia, will discuss the primary 
production that measures the growth at the base 
of the food chain, which determines how many 
fish an ecosystem can support and provides an 
estimate of carbon flux in the water column. The 
CCA’s January raffle prize is a bait-cast combo rod 
and reel and tackle box valued at $200.

SHUTTERBUGS
WHAT: Landlovers Digital Photo Club
WHEN: Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March 21 at 3:45 p.m.
WHERE: Bailey Hall, Skidaway Island United 
Methodist Church
HOW MUCH: There are no photo club dues this 
year, but you must be a member of Landlovers 
CONTACT: Amy Collings, landloversphoto-
club@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Whether you are a novice pho-
tographer, an expert shutterbug, or anything in 
between, come join the Landlovers Digital Photo 
Club. In-person meetings have resumed, so come 
out and enjoy being part of our great group of 
supportive people.

THE RIGHT STUFF
WHAT: Ladies On The Right (LOTR) luncheon 
meeting, with guest speaker Star Parker, founder 
and president of the Center for Urban Renewal 
and Education (CURE) and weekly broadcast 
host of “CURE America.”
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 19; 12 to 2:30 p.m. 
Social hour 12 to 1 p.m.; lunch/program 1 to 
2:30 p.m.
WHERE: The Landings Palmetto Club 
HOW MUCH: LOTR members, $30; guests, 
$35
CONTACT: For more info or to register/pay 
(deadline Jan. 16): ladiesontheright.org
WHAT ELSE: LOTR is a greater-Savannah 
community leadership organization whose mission 
is to inform, educate and inspire members to take 
action roles on issues that impact our country, 
community and lives.

ANIMAL INSTINCTS
WHAT: Saving wildlife at Ft. Stewart
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 19, 4 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 3 W 
Ridge Rd.
HOW MUCH: free for FOSA members, $5 for 
guests
CONTACT: friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.

com
WHAT ELSE: Larry Carlile, chief of the Fort 
Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield Fish and Wildlife 
branch, will highlight the efforts to protect threat-
ened and endangered species at the military bases 
as part of Skidaway Audubon’s continuing speaker 
series. Join FOSA on the web or at the door.

LADIES’ NIGHT
WHAT: Landlovers Girls Time Out 
WHEN: Jan. 19; Doors open at 7 p.m.
WHERE: Savannah Smiles Dueling Pianos
COST: $6 (cash) or $7 (credit card), payable at 
the door
CONTACT: Email LLgirlstimeout@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Enjoy an evening out with great 
ladies. We will be joining New Neighbors Wilde 
Women for a fun evening of song, food, drink, 
and a great time. There is street parking, but car-
pooling is recommended.  Landlovers membership 
required.

PLAY DATE
WHAT: Landlovers Games Day
WHEN: Jan. 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Ballroom
CONTACT: landingslandlovers.com – details and 
sign up listed under Fundraisers
HOW MUCH: $60/person for play and lunch
WHAT ELSE: Form your tables of four and enjoy 
your favorite games, raffle, 50/50, and super grand 
prizes. Landlovers membership required.

TAXATION 
REPRESENTATION

WHAT: Opportunities for volunteer income 
tax assistance with Neighborhood Improvement 
Association
WHEN: starting in January, flexible hours from 9 
a.m. to 8 p.m.
WHERE: several sites in Savannah, Pembroke, 
Rincon, Richmond Hill and Hinesville
CONTACT: Tiffany Carter, tcarter@niacdc.org or 
912.447.5577
WHAT ELSE:  This program helps underserved 
communities by offering free tax preparation. No 
experience necessary. Volunteers include greeters/
screeners and tax preparers

FINANCIAL AID
WHAT: AARP Tax-Aide Program needs volun-
teers
WHEN: Training in Dec. and Jan.; Tax prepara-
tion starts Feb. 1 for 10 weeks; hours and days are 
flexible
WHERE: Chatham SW and Bull Street Libraries
CONTACT: Volunteer coordinator John Gerardi, 
912.661.8705 or johngerardi@hotmail.com
WHAT ELSE: This program provides free tax 
preparation for low- to moderate-income families, 
as well as the elderly and people with disabilities. 
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*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

IMPACT AIR, LLC • We service/repair all brands 
of Air Conditioning & Heating equipment. Ser-
vices range from duct repairs to replacement of an 
entire HVAC system. With over 20 years of ex-
perience, you are sure to receive quality work at a 
fair price. We also offer maintenance plans to keep 
your HVAC system(s) operating efficiently. Call 
Dan Abel, 912.667.1472.       

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
AND AUTOMOBILES

DIXIE MOTORS, INC. • Serving Savannah since 
1980. From minor to major repairs on all makes 
and models. We offer 30-minute oil change ser-
vice. Towing available. Fleet service available. A/C 
experts. Nationwide warranty. Conveniently locat-
ed at 2013 E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot 
from Home Depot). 355.3568    

CARPET CLEANING
SERVICES

DIAMOND CARPET AND TEXTILE SER-
VICES • Founded in 2001, Diamond provides 
Award Winning* Service in Carpeting, Tile & 
Grout, Upholstery and Oriental Cleaning. Featur-
ing Experienced, Polite, Professional, Uniformed 
personnel our goal is to accomplish your com-
plete satisfaction. Our reviews are on Google and 
Facebook or ask your neighbor for a personal re-
ferral! For Better Results, CALL Diamond today!  
912.349.7115 SMS accepted 912.658.2899 www.
diamondcarpetandtextileservices.com

COMPUTER SERVICES 
ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob 
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite 
computer and IT services for Landings residents for 
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple 
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new 
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning 
and tune ups. Transfer programs and files from old 
to new computers. Wireless network and printer 
installation. Install streaming TV services and help 
customers “cut the cord.”  Provide training and tu-
toring. Smart Home device installation, lightning/
power surge repairs and data recovery. Recycling or 
donation of old equipment. Free phone consulta-
tions. Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week. 

SAVANNAH COMPUTER SERVICES, INC. • 
Professionally serving coastal areas of Georgia and 
South Carolina for over 25 years. Specializing in 
both business and residential PCs, Macs, and most 
IT equipment with a full spectrum of services in-
cluding but not limited to installation, network-
ing, cabling, diagnostic and repair, upgrades, data 
recovery, virus removal and prevention, moving/
relocation, and consulting. Specialty business of-
ferings include VOIP phones, high speed internet 
circuits with failover, and hosted cloud backup 
services. Enjoy fast and convenient on-site service, 
FREE pickup and delivery, or remote service by 
appointment only. Quotes are always free and no 
travel charge within our local area of coverage. Call 
Mike and Cyndy Tabakian, 912.756.7860 or visit 
our web site at savannahcomputer.com

WEYLAND TECHNOLOGY offers customer fo-
cused computer repair and training. Over 30 years 
of computer experience. We come to you to get 
you back on-line. Mac, PC or Linux machines. 
Software installation and training, network instal-
lation and troubleshooting, data recovery and virus 
removal. Call Matt at 912.656.1095, 7 days a week 
or visit our website at weylandtechnology.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY CONTOURING

COOLSCULPTING SPECIAL • Mention the 
Skinnie for 25% off one CoolSculpting treatment 
with Dr. Martin Everhard, MD, Ph.D., FACS. 
To learn more about the FDA-cleared non-inva-
sive CoolSculpting technology used at Cool Body 
Contouring, visit CoolBodyContouring.com or 
call 912.200.6000.

CUSTOM FLOORING

FLOORS & MORE Custom Epoxy Floors • 
Refinish your floors in durable and easy-to-clean 
epoxy today. Our flooring is poured directly over 
your existing surface and comes in various col-
ors and finishes. Get a free estimate today. Call: 
912.777.9431 | 843.540.3402 | info@floorsmore.
net. Offices | Boutiques | Salons | Garages | Laun-
dry Rooms.

DOOR/WINDOW SCREENS
PHANTOM SCREENS • The Phantom Screen’s 
unique retractable design means it is there when 
you need it and disappears when you do not. De-
signed for doors, windows and large openings up 
to 25 ft. wide, we have a Phantom screen to meet 
your needs. Available in a variety of colors to com-
pliment your home décor. Call 912.552.2331 or 
visit phantomscreens.com

DUMPSTERS

DUMPSTER RENTAL DOGS • Is your home 
under construction? Doing some spring cleaning? 
Support a friends and family locally operated busi-
ness and call Dumpster Rental Dogs for all your 
dumpster needs. Best service in town guaranteed! 
912.244.9788 or visit http://dumpsterrentaldogs.
com/savannah

ELECTRICIAN
KMB Technology • As a Savannah native, Kerry 
McBride has over 40 years of experience as a com-
mercial and residential electrician. He specializes in 
electrical repairs, renovations, and service engineer-
ing. All work is done to code and done with expert 
craftsmanship and integrity. Please call or text for a 
quote or any questions!! 912.508.5540

FACIALS, SKINCARE
AND WAXING

FACIALS BY DELORIS • Located at the JEA, 
5111 Abercorn St. Days of operation...Wednesday, 
Thursday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday 10 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.  You may also like to explore our 
fact-filled website: facialsbydelorissavannah.com 
to learn more about us. Look forward to meeting 
you, face to face! Please call/text for appointments, 

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com
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STANDARD CLUES*

ACROSS
01. Embarrass
06. Boston Red Sox, e.g.
10. ___ vera gel
14. First soy alcoholic beverage (anagram
      for AS HIC)
15. “The Bell of  ___ “ (Longfellow)
16. Soaks thoroughly
17. Swashbuckling actor, ___ Flynn
18. Luggage components
19. A smack on the wrist
20. Obesity. Abdomen like ____
23. Deface
24. Apple iPhone operating system
25. Poor personal hygiene.....
34. Combining form meaning ‘bird’
35. Long for
36. “Certainly not!” (two words)
37. Dog that went to Oz
39. Sneering
41. Highest mountains in SE Europe
      (anagram for LAIR)
42. The olive in Caesar’s salad 
44. Tall circus clown prop
46. Predecessor to the  European Union
      (initials)
47. Possible alcohol abuse....
50. 40th U.S. President, informally
51. Ending for ‘cash’ or ‘glaz’
52. Estimated life expectancy.....
61. “For ___  jolly good fellow....”
62. Persia, now
63. Head of a monestary
64. Honolulu’s island
65. Wife of Sir Geraint
66. Gin ___ (card game)

67. River between Europe and Asia
68. Unaccompanied
69. County east of London

DOWN
01. On the briny 
02. Fishhooks have one
03. ___phobia (fear of heights)
04. Missouri, “The ___ State” (two words)
05. First man to scale Mt. Everest (1953)
06. Absolutely forbidden
07. List ender
08. Jason’s ship (Greek Mythology)
09. Round peg in a square hole, say
10. Property value appraiser
11. Laze
12. October birthstone
13. Catch sight of
21. Emancipates
22. Wayne or Travolta
25. Start of a Tennessee Williams title (two
      words)
26. Quarter-round molding
27. ___ vinifera (common grape vine)
28. Official language of Denmark

29. Emulate Agatha Christie
30. Taj Mahal locale
31. Twig used in basketry
32. Edmonton hockey pro
33. Tess Trueheart’s love
38. Comprehensive restoration
40. Heroic title role for Charlton Heston
      (1961)
43. Felipe, Matty, Moises, or Jesús of
      baseball
45. The bigger ___ , the harder .....  (two
      words)
48. Opposites of  ‘outies’
49. World’s southernmost active volcano
52. Blblical  ‘you’
53. Have on
54. Gov’t workplace watchdog
55. The first James Bond movie
56. Type of road?
57. Opposite of  ‘exo’
58. ICBM killers
59. Capital city of  Italy
60. River in Hades

Puzzle answers, page 29
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izing in Items that Require Special Care including. 
Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art & Antiques, Office 
Furniture & Systems, Business Machines & Elec-
tronics and Medical & Institutional Equipment. 
Serving the Landings for over 20 years. Licensed & 
Insured. References. Call 912.925.9528

GRACIOUS MOVES • Landings Resident/Real-
tor® /Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assist-
ing families since 1985.  Moving simplified from 
A to Z:  Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, 
pack, organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, 
hang art, remove boxes on moving day! NAR® 
Outstanding Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.
com; Brooke@ GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 
912.655.9299

PAINTING 

ISLAND PAINTING • Proudly painting the 
Landings since 1999. We specialize in custom inte-
rior and exterior painting. Wallpaper removal and 
much more!! Thank you for your consideration. 
Please see my reviews at TLA, NextDoor and 
Young Neighbors at the Landings on Facebook. 
Call Tommy Rigdon, 912.308.4601 or email: 
tjrigdon@yahoo.com

POWER WASHING

SKIDAWAY ISLAND PRO WASH • Owned 
by Landings residents and members, we are li-
censed, insured, certified trained and experienced 
in all aspects of soft and pressure washing for your 
home and property. We use only the highest qual-
ity cleaning processes and commercial equipment 
available, running the highest quality service avail-
able in our industry. Our services include but are 
not limited to roof, house, deck, gutter and con-
crete washing and irrigation rust removal. Free es-
timates. Call or text, 912.600.7377; email matt@
siprowash.com; www.siprowash.com.

PETS
PEACEFUL PETS • Planning a trip out of town? 
Or do you work long hours and need someone 
to take your pet out for a restroom break? Peace-
ful Pets is a Pet Sitting Service that can do this. 
I offer affordable rates and overnight visits. Call 
912.707.1707 for pricing, www.peacefulpetssa-
vannah.com.

SKIDAWAY CAT ALLIANCE TEAM provides 
for the humane treatment, health, welfare and 
population control (spay/neuter) of free-roaming 
cats on and around Skidaway Island. If you are in-
terested in learning more or need help with a feral 
cat, please contact us at skidawaycats@gmail.com 
or visit our Facebook page, https://www.facebook.
com/skidawaycatallianceteam   
   

PORTA POTTY

PORTA POTTY DOGS • Planning a backyard 
bash? Don’t want construction crews using your 
bathroom? Call Porta Potty Dogs for all your 
portable toilet needs. Our units are guaranteed 
to be washed and serviced regularly. Give us a 
call for the best intown service in the #2 business! 
912.244.9788 or visit portapottydogs.com

TREE SERVICES
TREEMASTER INC. • We offer these services 
for all your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and 
removal. We also offer stump grinding. We’re 
bonded and insured. 24-hour emergency service.  
We accept all major credit cards except Discover. 

We are the sister company of Grassmasters, owned 
by Landings residents, Mike and Diane Schuman. 
Call us at 912.598.0140.

WINDOW CLEANING
AND SERVICE

SOAP ON A ROPE • Power washing, window 
cleaning and more. Proven, reliable, and fully 
insured. Voted Savannah’s best since 2018! From 
homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaro-
peinc.com

WINDOW BLINDS & 
TREATMENTS, STORM PRO-

TECTION AND AWNINGS

SAVANNAH BLINDS is the premier window 
treatment expert in your area. We offer an abun-
dance of custom interior window treatment op-
tions, exterior storm protection, and outdoor 
shade! Our products reflect the highest quality in 
our industry. Let us outfit your home with beau-
tiful shade options today! 912.224.0459; office@
savannahblinds.com

classIfIedsclassIfIeds

phone: 912.398.3447.

SUITE LIFE WELLNESS SPA • Conveniently 
located on the Diamond Causeway (next to Kro-
ger). Facials, peels, waxing, eyelash extensions, and 
cosmetic brow/lip tattoo. Easy online booking @ 
www.suitelifespa.com. Open by appointment only 
- 7 days per week - Independent estheticians.

FOR SALE
HALF PRICE!! For Sale • Landings resident 
has three plots in the Forest Lawn Cemetery. The 
current value is $3995 per plot. They are in the 
beautiful Old Rugged Cross section. We’re offering 
these at $2,000 each. Willing to sell individually 
or as a group. Please email stargrays@gmail.com.

FOR SALE • Burial plot package located in Hill-
crest Abbey West Cemetery. Double depth burial 
plot for 2, located in the Veterans Section (Lot 
212-C) includes vault & bronze marker (size 
24”x12”). Deed transfer upon purchase. $6500. 
Please call 912.659.8850.

WANTED • Old stamp collections, gold, silver, 
and coins. Call Glenn at 407.461.7720.

GUNS
GUNS WANTED • Top cash paid. Z and Son 
Fine Guns 5 East Montgomery Crossroads, Savan-
nah’s Firearms Source., 912.438.5811

HOMES FOR RENT OR SALE
Are you thinking about selling your home? I 
have buyers interested in buying your house! We 
also offer FREE design consultations, staging, pro-
fessional photography and local marketing! Men-
tion this ad and get a reduced rate commission! 
Nicole Casino with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 
912.356.0006 or 912.598.6250

HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND REMODELING

JOHN HODGES CONSTRUCTION INC. • 
We specialize in window and door replacement 
and repair. We’re a Marvin certified contractor. 
We also specialize in exterior siding, decks, ser-
vice fence and trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, 

bathrooms, and trim. No job too small. Serving 
the Landings since 1982. Call 912.313.2767.

MURRAY’S HOME IMPROVEMENTS • We 
offer all types of home repairs with professional 
services at reasonable prices. Custom remodeling, 
new construction, rotted wood replacement, along 
with interior and exterior woodwork. We also re-
pair and install all types of roofs. We’ve been serv-
ing Savannah for over 30 years. Call Stacey Murray 
at 912.346.0046

HANDYMAN HOUSECALLS 
Season’s Greetings from Handyman Housecalls!
Fast response 
Quick fixes
No job too small! 
Call Bob Langston, 912.266.5390

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

DEBBIE’S DECORATING • Throughout the 
United States, I’ve designed and decorated homes, 
offices, new construction, and remodels.  With 
over 20 years’ experience, I would love to assist 
in giving your home an up-to-date look and feel!  
Please call now to book your appointment with 
me, Landings resident Debbie Leecock, Designer, 
at dcleecock@aol.com or phone 214.405.0989 or 
you may visit my website at www.dleecock.com.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE 
GRASSMASTER LAWN CARE • We offer com-
plete landscape management with year-round 
service. Our services also include fertilization, in-
sect, weed, and fungus control, along with lawn 
and shrub programs. We are your total lawn care 
service. We also offer landscaping, i.e. lawn ren-
ovation and sodding. Licensed and Insured. Free 
estimates. Please call Mike Schuman at 354.8856.  

SCOTT’S LAWN SERVICE, LLC • Customer 
service you deserve! We are committed to pro-
viding the most reliable lawn care service and 
maintenance. Offering complete lawn care needs 
including lawn mowing, edging, pruning, hedge 
trimming, blowing, and pine straw installation, 
and fertilizer. Call today for a free estimate. Let us 
maintain your property, so you can enjoy it. Li-
censed and insured. 912.656.8472

NEW LEAF LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT • 
As Skidaway Island residents, we understand your 
need to maintain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New 
Leaf Landscape Management specializes in full-ser-
vice lawn maintenance and fertilization, debris re-
moval and professional landscaping design/instal-
lation. With over 15 years in the industry, we have 
developed strong relationships with local compa-
nies to deliver superior products for your home 
at the utmost competitive prices. Please call for 
your no obligation lawn evaluation and free quote. 
Thank you! 912.656.9088 or 912.210.9773. Li-
censed and Insured.

MURPH ‘N’ TURF • Over 25 years of Turf and 
Plant health experience. Licensed and Insured. We 
offer over-seeding with premium seed, tree root in-
jections for fall, and organic soil amendments for 
turf health through Fall and Winter to boost your 
landscape into spring. Year-round plant health 
plans available. We offer non-toxic, kid/pet-safe 
turf painting. Also, if you’re tired of your irrigation 
well staining your home, driveway, and trees…I’m 
your guy!! Call Murph today for a FREE consulta-
tion, 912.596.2472

MASSAGE THERAPY

SUITE LIFE WELLNESS SPA • Conveniently 
located on the Diamond Causeway (next to Kro-
ger). Our female therapists are highly-skilled in 
deep tissue, myofascial release, Reiki, hot stone, 
Ayurveda, and reflexology. Easy online booking @ 
www.suitelifespa.com. Open by appointment only 
- Independent massage therapists.

MOVING & DELIVERY
SPECIALTY MOVING AND DELIVERY LLC 
• Residential and Commercial Relocation Special-
ists. Local & Long Distance. Offering Household 
Moving & Rearranging, Business Relocation & 
Inter-office Moving, Pickup & Delivery Service, 
Installation & Assembly, Loading & Unloading, 
Packing & Crating, Shipping & Receiving, Ware-
housing & Storage and Packing Supplies. Special-
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Landings resident
Dan Grenn found these

hungry chickadee chicks in 
his backyard birdhouse.

(Or maybe they were
singing Christmas carols.)

“Wild Things” is a regular feature in  The Skinnie, featuring your photographs  of our beloved island.
Email your high-resolution photos to production@theskinnie.com. Please include your name

and a little info about where the photo was taken.
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