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If cooking is not my favorite thing, it’s a close second or third. I love
every aspect of it. The obsession operates well beyond the bounds of the
kitchen: Thinking about what I want to make; shopping for ingredients;
changing my plan depending on the surprises that inspire me at the store;
unpacking and storing stuff when I get home; deciding upon the perfect pot, pan and process; creating a mental time line for each dish; slicing, dicing and chopping…all culminating in the ACTUAL thing – the
“cooking,” which is a relatively easy step in the sequence, its success or
failure an affirmation or rejection of the decisions leading to it. Then,
there’s the eating part. Ecstasy (often, in my case, far too fleeting). Reward for work well done.
I speak through food. It accesses a lexicon that eludes my spoken
voice. I convey caring and emotion in bite-sized bits, unable to do so as
effectively with words. At least, I hope it works that way.
Holidays, then, are conspicuous opportunities to declare affection
with a baked good or braise. A cookie’s crumble catching on your kid’s
sweater, trace evidence of your heart’s sweet truth. In my family, we’re
in the phase where each of three generations seeks to employ a form of
culinary communication. But there is only so much a person can eat.

A few days ago, my daughters suggested, via our ongoing group text,
Christmas dinner at my house. (I’m tempted to type “our” where you
read “my,” as each of them still has her intact bedroom on the fourth
floor, though the existence of their apartments dictates the proper pronoun choice.) As to my home as our special-meal venue: Great idea.
They (my kids) informed Grammy, who would consent to an unnecessary amputation if either of the girls asked. Exclamation points filled our
screens as Grammy (my mom) confirmed her delight. With a subsequent
caveat, of course: ”I’ll bring the…”

KCG INVESTMENT

I must be getting old. Or mellow. Or resigned to natural evolution.
Or all three. Rather than suggesting a multi-course banquet befitting of
my personal tastes, I volunteered to make one thing. “You guys do all of
the sides and desserts.” It worked at Thanksgiving – this segmentation - it
seems we have a tenable division of labor figured out. “I’ll make a seafood
stew,” a nod to the Italian-American experience. Consistent with her predilection for candor, Sofia said, “Sure, but maybe not seafood stew…”

fll pg

So, I’ll produce the perfect rib roast, even though Gabby’s a vegan.
Actually, mushroom risotto, as a nod to inclusivity, might be a more prudent choice. Likely truth: Both. And the girls will bring more than half a
dozen of their best ideas to the table, literally. Used pots will fill the sink
and disappear and fill it again, as predictable as the tides. Spots of edible
dirt will pepper the floor. My mother and father will both, independent
of one another despite a very narrow window of opportunity, chastise
me for eating too fast. We’ll all complain that we’re uncomfortably full.

new ad to come

This is what love looks, smells, feels and tastes like. This is how we
say the things we’d rather not. Mangia! Buon appetito! I’ll see you in the
2022.

Reluctantly, my mother has ceded some hosting duties to me over the
years. In turn, my girls have methodically, little by little, year by year,
seized increasing control of our menus and meal prep. Initially, I was resistant: “Too many cooks in the kitchen…” and all that. For me, cooking
is undemocratic. Like interior design, someone in the family must make
the decisions. Egalitarian collaboration is a naïve ideal. The kitchen is an
autocrat’s natural domain. The dining room allows for broader participation, though it’s limited to sharing the spoils after the battle has been
won.
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Two Wayward Histories

Jingle Bells and James Lord Pierpont
By Roger Smith

I

t’s sometimes said that ministers’ kids are poorly behaved. This
axiomatic stereotype fits James Lord Pierpont, the son of a Unitarian minister, John Pierpont, Sr. And if a clergyman’s son with
a checkered past had happened to write music, then maybe his song
“Jingle Bells” – more accurately: “One Horse Open Sleigh” – would
have been troubled, too.
First, the song. Troup Square in downtown Savannah boasts the
“Jingle Bells Church,” a Unitarian Universalist house of worship. Tour
guides will tell you James Lord Pierpont, a church musician, came
south from Massachusetts to serve the congregation led by his brother,
John Pierpont, Jr. In 1857, missing the snowy climate of his native
New England, James penned a song about racing sleighs.

The Unitarian Universalist Church on Troup Square

However, Savannah’s claim is challenged by a rival story from Medford, Massachusetts, where John Sr. preached the Unitarian faith (and
a robust dose of abolitionism) to New England’s elite. Medford history buffs claim that the younger Pierpont penned the popular song
seven years earlier, in 1850, in the city’s Simpson Tavern. The historical marker documenting the claim reads, rather defensively, that
the song was created “in the presence of Mrs. Otis Waterman, who
later verified that the song was written here.” Further compounding
the conflict between claimants of the song’s provenance: Boston University researcher Kyna Hamill has pointed out that James wasn’t in
Massachusetts in 1850, rather he was residing in faraway California.

lision, set against the backdrop of youthful indiscretion and hormone-fueled courting. Sleigh rides
represented rare opportunities when unmarried
couples could find themselves unchaperoned.
So, was “Jingle Bells” a church song? No
way. Pierpont’s plucky admonition to “go it
while you’re young, take the girls tonight”
suggests and additional element of urgency to the already-hasty riders.
More about the composer: Born in
1822, Pierpont was a wayward soul, even
in his youth. Feeling stifled by New England breeding and boarding school, he
stole away at age 14 to join the crew of a
whaling ship. From there, he found his way
into the U.S. Navy, but mustered out by age
21 to return to Boston, where he married and,
in due time, fathered three children. When the
California Gold Rush became national news, he left
his family in the care of his father to go west, a journey
that found him in California in 1850 when he was allegedly
writing his most famous song.
No panning for gold for Pierpont, though. Instead, he owned a
photography company, peddling daguerreotypes until he lost his
equipment in a fire. He also lost his first wife to illness and death in
1856. Busy at songwriting in both Massachusetts and California, he
continued composing when he arrived in Savannah. This is also where

he met his second wife, Eliza Jane Purse, daughter of one
of Savannah’s best-loved mayors.
How did the relocated brothers from Massachusetts, sons of a staunch Unitarian abolitionist father, adapt to their new home in
Savannah, deep in the nascent Confederacy? They joined the locals. It’s happy lore
for Unitarians to boast that their spiritual
ancestors were run out of town for their
vocally moral views against slavery. Yet
Unitarian church member John Iaderosa
has discovered in letters from John, Jr. to
his father an unmistakable softening regarding slavery. Perhaps Pierpont began to think
slavery wasn’t quite the evil he once believed.
And James? He joined the Confederacy at the
start of the Civil War, making a permanent home
in the South, where he composed songs for the
cause with titles like “Strike for the South” and “Our
Battle Flag!”
Even Pierpont’s non-military songwriting espoused 19th-century
racist tropes. His minstrel compositions were frequently performed
by white men in black face. “One Horse Open Sleigh” was dedicated
to John Ordway, a Boston-area physician, composer and leader of a
singing troupe, Ordway’s Aeolians. A Boston playbill dated “September 1857,” revealed that “One Horse” was sung by a performer named
Johnny Pell, one of Ordway’s “dandy darkies.”

Savannah’s claim is bolstered by the song’s publication date of
1857. Historians logically point out that Pierpont would be unlikely
to let seven years pass – not to mention a move to Savannah – before
publishing a song in Boston, which was the center of American publishing in the 19th century, that he’d written in Massachusetts in the
first place. But Medford can claim the setting of “Jingle Bells” over
comparatively balmy Savannah. “One Horse Open Sleigh,” a winter
tune rather than a Christmas one, recounts sleigh rides and races, activities familiar to wintry Medford.
The themes within “One Horse Open Sleigh” are racier
than they might appear at first thought. The well-known
verses give way to an extended saga featuring speeding
cold-weather conveyances and and a high-impact col-
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This year’s caroling service in Troup Square will not proclaim the
association. Karlson acknowledges, “This song is a piece of the story
long associated with our church.” But like Iaderosa, she’d happily let
Medford claim the song’s birthright. Since local lore persists, though,
she would prefer that “the entire story be told. For me, it’s a matter
of the mission of the church in its pursuit of social and racial justice.”

A plaque on both your houses: Despite evidence suggesting Pierpont
wrote “Jingle Bells” in Savannah, the city of Medford, Massachusets,
disputes the claim as the song’s birthplace. Both locations have compelling arguments in their favor.
At Savannah’s Unitarian Universalist Church, Iaderosa recently
delivered a lay sermon on racial justice in which he mentioned the
church’s “Jingle Bells” connections. “If Medford wants this dubious
claim to fame, then they can certainly have it back,” he said, indicating his aversion to the troubling history.
Reverend Susan Karlson admitted that she once freely identified
the church with its “Jingle Bells” fame, if only for ease of directions. “I
don’t do that anymore,” she says.

Murky provenance and racist overtones notwithstanding, “Jingle
Bells” has wooed the world. It outranks “My Old Kentucky Home,”
“The Stars and Stripes Forever,” and “Georgia on My Mind” on list after list of all-time musical favorites. It has been recorded and re-recorded by artists from Herb Alpert to Julie Andrews, from Count Basie to
The Beatles, from Dinah Shore to Kate Smith, and from James Taylor
to the Three Stooges. Reaching far beyond Western culture, the catchy
holiday song seems to be a particularly popular melody in Asia.
“Jingle Bells” has even slipped the atmospheric bonds of earth to
become the first song ever broadcast from space. Astronauts on the
1965 Gemini mission scripted and delivered via radio a Yuletide parody of a Santa sighting which culminated in their improvised performance of “Jingle Bells,” played on harmonica and tiny sleigh bells.
Roger Smith is a Savannah native who once served as Director of Education at the Georgia Historical Society. Since 2006, he has directed
The Learning Center of Senior Citizens, Inc. For more information, visit
seniorcitizensinc.org/the-learning-center.

S
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AMERICAN UNDERDOG
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE
By Scott Lauretti
I think he was four the first time I saw him. He had an extendable
cane longer than he was tall. His eyes were mostly closed. His black
hair was cropped short, sticking up in a few spots. He scrunched his
cheeks until they overwhelmed his little nose. Though he was blind,
as he remains today, he didn’t seem to miss a thing.
Hayden (nee Dan-dan, pronounced like “don”) had just arrived
from China, along with his preternaturally muscular two-year-old
adoptive brother whom he had met only days before – Kai. It would
be months before Kai would surrender his first unselfconscious smile.
Hayden, on the other hand, was a people person from the minute he
touched down on American soil. The boys’ new mother and father,
Shannon and Mike Zaller, had traveled halfway round the world to a
pair of orphanages to introduce themselves in a tongue their new sons
couldn’t yet understand. When Mom and Dad pulled up to the curb
in front of the garden apartment one door west of my house, they
suddenly doubled their brood. Constance, the oldest of the four and
smart as a whip, and Lucca, wide-eyed, curly-haired and working to
develop her verbal skills, ran from Grandma’s lap and up three steps to
the sidewalk and their new brothers and a world that would never be
the same as it had been.

From the start, I adored these kids…all four of them. My burdens
disappear every time I pass them on the street. Each visit is filled with
unfiltered joy. And I, as do many, marvel, as I have from the first day
the boys showed up, at their parents’ capacity for kindness and love.
Quicker than you’d imagine possible, Hayden offered English
phrases that perfectly matched their intent. Kai was a more frugal language patron. He communicated fearlessly with his small-but-strong
arms and legs. Once Kai warmed up to me, a form of wrestling became the currency of our bond. Hayden had a knack for matching
footfalls to their makers, and he was soon calling to me as we silently
approached one another from opposite ends of the street. Constance
and Lucca handled the testosterone invasion as well as could be hoped.
The attention they received was instantaneously halved, no matter the
attempts to compensate from their inner circle. The reduction was
simply an arithmetic truth. The divisor had doubled from two to four.
There were occasional spats and subsequent tears. But, mostly, there
was the curing foundation that now supports the most exceptional
family I know.

Shannon, and the family set off on an unlikely path.
On Christmas day, Lionsgate Films’ American Underdog opens in
theaters coast to coast. It stars Dennis Quaid, Zachary Levi, Academy
Award winner Anna Pacquin, and an impressive ensemble, including
Savannah’s Hayden Zaller, as Warner’s son Zack Warner. Amazing,
but not inexplicable, as the Zallers are performers. Mom and Dad are
long-time principals in the resident Savannah Theatre cast. Each of
the four children grace the theater’s stage during a typical production
year. Occasionally, Grandma works the concession stand when she not
helping care for the kids.
Shannon explains the process that landed Hayden on the big
screen. “We sent in Hayden’s initial audition - we videoed him doing
the script, which he had to memorize because they didn’t have a copy
available in Braille - the first week of March of 2020. We didn’t hear
much about it after the country shut down; but, by Thanksgiving,
we were contacted for a second audition and a director interview. We
were in Tennessee for a funeral at the time, so Mike and Hayden just
plopped down on the vintage couch at Mike’s Grandpa’s house and
did some of the scenes.” Evidently, Mike and Hayden did well, as
shortly thereafter Hayden got the part.
The idea of being in a movie is mind-blowing. The reality is more
sobering. Hayden had a hard time being away from his siblings for
two months. Because of COVID protocols, the family wasn’t allowed
to visit the set. Shannon says, “We were lucky to have Anna Paquin
(she plays Brenda Warner), who had her family in town with her
while she filmed. She has two kids close to Hayden’s age, and that

The Zaller family joined Kurt and Brenda Warner and their son Zack for Celebrity Game
Night, to benefit their Treasure House charity.
really helped with the heartache. They welcomed Hayden into their
games and dinners and never made him feel less than. And now he has
friends for life.”
Meanwhile, there were three other kids in the house. Three kids
with real feelings and a brother who had gone from his shared bedroom to a motion picture set. Kay says, “I was happy for Hayden to be
in his first movie, and I hoped he did good as a son in the film.” Lucca
volunteers a candid reaction: “I was sad. Happy for Hayden, but I
felt very jealous. And Constance, befitting an equally endearing and
non-plussed tween-queen, adds nonchalantly, “I felt sad and bored.”
How does the budding star feel about his work? “It’s very nice –

The boys have been here for (I’m guessing) five or six years now.
To my chagrin, the family moved to California for a year. Thankfully,
they came back. While they were there, they met Lucy. Like Hayden,
Lucy is blind. About two years ago, Lucy learned of a film that was in
its early development stage. A biopic about the overachieving Hall of
Fame quarterback, Kurt Warner, a father of seven, including a blind
boy whom he adopted when he married the boy’s mom. Lucy had
heard that the movie’s producers intended to cast an authentically
blind child instead of asking a sighted kid to play one. Lucy contacted

ABOVE: The Zaller children – Kai, Lucca, Hayden and Constance
LEFT: Hayden, on the set of “American Underdog”
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acting. It’s challenging to try to say the words
to make it sound like you came up with it on
your own. The director (Andy Erwin) helped
me with that.” It seems he has the acting bug.
“I’m hoping that more people, whenever they
write movies, will write another one for blind
people. Because I want to be in it.”
Things take time to get used to. So it goes
for sharing a sink with a SAG member. But
the Zaller kids came around. Ever-wise Constance explains, “Our relationships (among
the family) became stronger.”
Still, Lucca never quite accepted Hayden’s
extended stay way. “It was sad because he’s
our most loving and most kindest guy.” According to the younger girl, there’s a silver
lining to the separation. “Me and Daddy got
along better. Me and Constance had a few
fights, but we still get along.”
And Kai recognizes that his reaction to
Hayden’s star turn might have been problematic at first. “I was a little mean. And then I
started to be nice.”
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What would a film set be without a bit of
gossip? According to Hayden, Zachary Levi
loves to make people laugh and Anna Paquin
gives the best hugs. Director Andy Erwin was
an instant favorite. Erwin, along with director of photography Kris Kimlin made sure
Hayden always felt safe and comfortable.
Can a mother make an objective critic?
I asked Shannon to try. She says, “The film
is great for everyone, even people who don’t
know a thing about football. There is a love
story, and the relationship between Kurt and
Brenda and Zack. I think that people will realize, as they leave the theater, that not only
have they witnessed Kurt’s underdog story
that is well known and loved, but they also
are witnessing Hayden’s underdog story playing out in real time.”

S

Hayden has been blind from birth. Which
is intriguing in the context of discussion of

a visual medium, like film. I asked Shannon
about this. She says, “Hayden’s blindness
doesn’t stop him from enjoying movies, especially with the added descriptive audio features that are now in films and tv shows. (For
blind audiences) there is a voice actor who
describes all the important visual cues and
effects that happen onscreen when an actor
isn’t speaking.”
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Liv e sm a rt
PHYSICIAN SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Russell Kirks

This Savannah native brings his specialty in liver,
pancreas and bile duct surgery to the Coastal Empire
Why did you decide to become a
doctor?
I couldn’t decide on what to do towards
the end of high school and ended up spending some time with some emergency room
providers. I thought the pace of what they
did was interesting, as well as the breadth of
what they saw and treated. But then, from
shadowing some surgeons, I thought surgery
was super interesting and decided that’s what
I wanted to pursue.

How would you describe hepatobiliary
and what are some conditions you
treat?
Hepatobiliary and pancreatic surgery is
treating benign and malignant problems of
the liver, pancreas and bile duct. These can
be things people are born with, things that
happen from injuries or other surgeries, cancers, or the long-term effect of other diseases.
What makes hepatobiliary surgery different
from something like surgical oncology is that
we also include problems like chronic pancreatitis, bad gallstone disease – those two
things, specifically – but we also treat malignant conditions of the liver, pancreas and bile
duct. Instead of just focusing on the surgical
procedures themselves, what the extra training provides is knowing when it’s appropriate
to do surgery, how to optimize people for an
operation, and how to collaborate with other specialties such as gastroenterology, interventional radiology and medical oncology to
come up with the best treatment plans for
patients with these problems.

How did you pick this specific specialty?
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Reading through all the different surgery
textbooks as a student, I thought that some
of these problems were the most interesting
in terms of the interplay between anatomy
and physiology and results, and what could
not only structurally but medically and functionally be done to correct them. When I was
a medical student, I was lucky to see some of
the major hepatobiliary operations like a bile
duct exploration to remove stones from the
bile duct and a Whipple operation. I was fascinated with the idea of liver molding, or the
strategies we have to modify the liver in order
to change its shape so that we can remove advanced tumors. As an example, we can induce
part of the liver to grow so that another portion can be removed along with a tumor. The
liver is a pretty remarkable organ in that it
regenerates pound for pound whatever is cut
out. That allows us to tailor our operation to
the exact problem of the patient. It was this
interesting anatomy and physiology and its
interplay that attracted me to the field.

Why do you think it’s important to
offer this specialty to patients in the
Savannah region?
I’ve known Dr. (T. Ellis) Barnes and Dr.
(John) Odom for a long time. Speaking with
Dr. Odom, I learned that many patients with
hepatobiliary problems were being referred to
Atlanta, Charleston, Jacksonville or farther
away to be seen by a surgeon and potentially have surgery. That can create headaches
if you need to see a surgeon for a problem,
and when you’re away from family for the
procedure. It’s comforting just knowing that
there is a system and someone close to home
who can help whatever occurs in or around
the time of surgery should a complication oc-

do procedures like the Whipple Operation,
which is the removal of the head of the pancreas, the bile duct, the gallbladder and typically the bottom third of the stomach and
then creating connections to drain those organs back into the intestinal tract. It’s typically a cancer operation. I also perform the distal
pancreatectomy where the left-sided half of
the pancreas is removed. These are typically
more involved and complex operations to resect these organs. We are doing other things
here such as liver resections and liver ablations using microwave energy to cook liver
tumors inside without having to do a liver
resection. Depending on which operation,
it’s either going to be an open operation, a
laparoscopic operation or a robotic operation, depending on the patient, the tumor
location, and other technical requirements.

How has technology impacted your
specialty?

Russell Kirks, MD / St. Joseph’s/Candler
surgeon
Specialty: Hepatobiliary and pancreatic
surgery
Office Location: Metro Surgical, 5354
Reynolds Street (Professional Office
Building, Candler Hospital)
High School: Savannah Christian
Preparatory School
College: University of Georgia
Medical School: Medical College of
Georgia
General Surgery Fellowship: Carolinas
Medical Center in Charlotte
Hepatobiliary Surgery Fellowship:
Virginia Macon Medical Center in
Seattle
cur. Especially for people who don’t have the
means to travel for four hours one way or be
without family on a regular basis, I saw the
opportunity to extend these services to people in my hometown.

What common procedures do you
perform?
I do gallbladder and bile duct surgeries
for bad gallstone disease. I also perform liver resections for things like liver tumors that
start in the liver or metastasize to the liver. I
www.theskinnie.com

For the field – especially for liver surgery,
but for HPB surgery in general – this is probably one of the most technologically involved
fields of general surgery. Tools that we use for
most HPB operations include intraoperative
ultrasound where I use an ultrasound probe
during surgery. This enables me to locate tumors and target them for ablation, see what
their relationship is to surrounding vascular
structures, or determine if tumors are resectable and examine other parts of the organ to
assess disease extent. I also use energy devices
to aid in dissection and a microwave ablation
device to perform an in-situ ablation of liver
tumors.

When it comes to our liver and our
pancreas, what’s some general advice
to keep these organs healthy?
For liver health, moderate alcohol intake
and maintain a healthy diet. If you have some
type of evaluation indicating you have a problem with one of these organs, even something
common such as fatty liver disease, it should
not be brushed under the table. It should be
discussed with your primary care doctor as
well as a nutritionist to see if lifestyle changes
should be made. Alternatively, if you are having symptoms, such as yellowing of the skin
(jaundice) or changes in your bowel habits or
abdominal pain that is not getting better, it’s
not something to ignore. Nobody will ever
question a patient for coming forward to
evaluate complaints like these. Feel free and
safe to talk your providers so that potential
problems can be detected early.
www.theskinnie.com

An Enduring Gift
The heartwarming spirit of the holidays
find enduring meaning with the simple act
of giving. St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations
has four giving clubs to which individuals
and businesses can contribute so that our community
continues to have access to
the very best healthcare services, technology and programs available. These clubs
include:
• The Mercy Society
– Established to recognize
St. Joseph’s/Candler’s most
generous benefactors, these
compassionate individuals
are committed to investing
in the health and wellbeing of our community by making a pledge that is payable over
up to three years. Levels of support include:
Platinum - $50,000; Gold - $25,000; Silver - $10,000.
• The 1804 Club -– A network of community-minded individuals whose annual philanthropic support of St. Joseph’s/
Candler is vital. Levels include: Platinum
- $1,000; Gold - $500; Silver - $250.
• The Ambassador Circle – Recognizes businesses dedicated to helping St.
Joseph’s/Candler fulfill its mission of treating illness and promoting wellness for all
people while rooted in God’s love. Members include businesses, organizations and
foundations that make pledges of $3,000
or more that are payable over up to three
years. Levels include: Platinum - $50,000;

Gold - $25,000; Silver - $10,000; Bronze
- $3,000.
• The Legacy Circle – Honors individuals who have remembered
St. Joseph’s/Candler in their
estate plans. If you have
made a provision in your
estate plan for St. Joseph’s/
Candler, please be sure to let
us know.

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE
• Tribute Gifts – A
meaningful way to honor
someone special, to remember the life of a loved one,
express gratitude, recognize
joyous occasions or celebrate a new life.
When you make a tribute gift to St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations, an acknowledgement of the gift is sent to the designated honoree or family member.
• Honor Your Caregiver – A thoughtful
gift in honor of a special caregiver. These
gifts directly impact patient care by providing essential resources. When a donation is made through the Care Champion
program, the person you honor will be presented a letter of recognition, Care Champion certificate and lapel pin. Your message
of appreciation will be shared with your
honoree’s supervisor and his or her professional colleagues.
For more information about giving opportunities, contact St. Joseph’s/Candler Foundations at 912.819.8683, or visit sjchs.org.

Give Smart. Give Healthy.
Here are some thoughtful, fun and healthy
ideas to complete your holiday shopping:
• An annual gift membership to the St.
Joseph’s/Candler Wellness Center. Call
912.819.8800 for specific details, or visit
sjchs.org/wellnesscenter.
• HOLIDAY SPECIAL: Buy five, get one
free. Purchase five personal training
sessions or five massage therapy sessions
and get one free, now through December

23. To purchase, visit the St. Joseph’s/
Candler Wellness Center, or call
912.819.8800.
• An annual gift membership to the St.
Joseph’s/Candler Smart Senior Program.
Call 912.352.4405 for more details, or
visit sjchs.org/smartsenior.
• Find a wide variety of special holiday gift
items at the gift shops at both St. Joseph’s
and Candler Hospitals.
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2021 Year in Review
They Served by Ron Lauretti

T

here are approximately 334 million people residing in the
U.S. and its territories. There are roughly 2.2 million men and
women serving in the U.S. armed forces – 1.4 million on active duty and another 800,000 on active reserve status. That’s one service member for every 152 Americans. The few protecting the many.

Our soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coasties are prepared to
respond in any emergency. They train rigorously; their assignments, at
times, are unpleasant and dangerous; often, they are posted far from
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home and family. Nobody gets rich in the military, yet the retention
rate for all the branches remains remarkably high.
America’s servicepeople continue, every day, to earn our gratitude
and admiration. Every two weeks, in this column, we introduce you to
one of those servicepeople, past or present, so that we can more closely
connect the communities of those who serve with those whom they
serve. These are the men and women we profiled during 2021.

PHILIP R. VIVIANI

NICHOLAS C. PROCACCINI

GARY W. BROSS

Air Force and Coast Guard
Auxiliary

Army

Marine Corps

DAVID FROTHINGHAM

RONALD VOLMER

NATHAN HAGER

Navy and Coast Guard Auxiliary

Army

Marine Corps
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ORLANDO GIARRATANO

CHRIS PROBER

GRAHAM INMAN

Marine Corps

Navy and Army

Army

ROBERT RAKESTRAW

JOHN T. MCGALLIARD

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

Marine Corps

Marine Corps

Army and our 34th President

STEPHAN BOLTON

GLORIA MOSES

DALE MOSES

Army

Air Force

Navy

S
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PET PROJECT

WHAT: Holiday donation drive for the
Humane Society of Greater Savannah
WHEN: Ongoing
WHERE: Humane Society Adoption
Center, 7215 Sallie Mood Dr.
WHAT ELSE: Help make this holiday
season merry and bright for the animals at
the Humane Society of Greater Savannah
by donating Purina pet food, canned kitten
food and formula, dog and cat toys, and
treats.

ANIMAL ATTRACTION

WHAT: Call for volunteers
WHEN: Flexible hours to meet your needs
and schedule, various tasks
WHERE: The Humane Society Thrift
Shop, 7215 Sallie Mood Dr.
CONTACT: Volunteer coordinator,
Yvonne Hemphill, 603.502.6906
WHAT ELSE: No experience necessary.
All proceeds from the thrift shop go to supporting the care of the shelter’s animals.

FERAL FRIENDSHIP

WHAT: Skidaway Cat Alliance Team
WHEN: Ongoing
WHERE: Skidaway Island and surrounding
CONTACT: skidawaycats@gmail.com or
visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/skidawaycatallianceteam
WHAT ELSE: The Skidaway Cat Alliance
Team is a group of dedicated animal lovers
who provide food, population control
(spay/neuter), medical care, and shelter
for free-roaming cats in the Skidaway area.
We have cats and kittens currently being
fostered that are available to new, loving
homes.

HORSE SENSE

WHAT: Pegasus Riding Academy volunteers needed
WHERE: Old Roberds Dairy, 2500 Tennessee Ave., Savannah
CONTACT: For information and
directions, visit www.prasav.org or call
912.547.6482
WHAT ELSE: Pegasus Riding Academy
is a therapeutic riding program providing
safe, professional and ethical equine-assisted activities for individuals with physical, mental and emotional disabilities.
Volunteers are needed to assist these special
children. Horse experience not necessary.
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island hopping
Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com.
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication.
WHO NEW?

WHAT: New Neighbors
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com
to see our calendar
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Jody at
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: The club offers more than 250
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball,
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge,
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting military tours and special events for you to enjoy right
here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT

WHAT: Landlovers membership / open to all
Skidaway Islanders
HOW MUCH: Each $30 membership fee covers
one household of one or two adults.
CONTACT: Vicki Knapp at landloversmembership@gmail.com or visit www.landingslandlovers.
com for more information.
WHAT ELSE: The membership year runs from
September 1 through August 31. Landlovers is a
philanthropic and social organization dedicated to
enriching the Landings community and Skidaway
Island at large. Landlovers sponsors year-round
social activities and fundraising events to support
student scholarships and multiple non-profit
service organizations.

DING-ALING

WHAT: Landlovers Salvation Army Red Kettle
Bell Ringing
WHEN: Mondays, Thursday, Fridays, now
through Dec. 20
WHERE: In front of the Village Walk Pharmacy
HOW MUCH: As much as you want to give!
WHAT ELSE: Funds raised make a year-round
impact in the community by helping neighbors in
their time of need. Your generous donations help
make change happen.

REVERIE ON THE RIVER

WHAT: Savannah Christmas Market at Plant
Riverside District
WHEN: Now through Monday, Jan. 3
WHERE: Plant Riverside District, 400 W. River
St.
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Tyler Gray, tyler.gray@kesslercollection.com or 912.373.9105
WHAT ELSE: The Savannah Christmas Market
at Plant Riverside District offers open-air, holiday-themed events as well as a European-style
outdoor holiday market, live performances,

tree-lighting ceremony, children’s activities, photos with Santa, and much more. The tree-lighting
on Nov. 26, at 6 p.m., will feature live music, a
reading of “The Night Before Christmas,” the
arrival of Santa Claus, a performance by Cirque
Divina, and a holiday fountain show. The Savannah Harbor Boat Parade of Lights is Nov. 27, at 7
p.m., with VIP viewing at Plant Riverside District
available for $20 per person.

FIBER RICH

WHAT: The Fiber Guild of the Savannahs’
artwork
WHEN: Dec 1 - 31. Artists’ reception Dec. 5, 2 4 pm. Masks required.
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St.
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick, 912.355.8111
WHAT ELSE: The Fiber Guild of the Savannahs
is a group of artists who share inspiration and
techniques using a wide variety of fiber-related
arts. Spinning, weaving, dyeing, quilting, knitting, basketry, rug-making, paper manipulation,
needle-felting, and crocheting are some of the
crafts our members explore. Everyone – beginners, amateurs and professional fiber artists - are
all welcome to join the guild.

WOOD IS GOOD

WHAT: Landings Woodworkers Guild Display
WHEN: Dec. 1 - 31
WHERE: Palmetto Club
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Landings Art Association, www.
landingsartassociation.com/
WHAT ELSE: The Landings Art Association has
selected the Landings Woodworkers Guild as its
Artist of the Month. Drop by the Palmetto Club
to view creations from members of the Woodworkers Guild.

CHRISTMAS AT
THE CATHEDRAL

WHAT: Handel’s “Messiah Part I” and Carols
WHEN: Sunday, Dec. 19, 5 p.m.
WHERE: Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
HOW MUCH: $40, $25 or $15
CONTACT: Eventbrite.com
WHAT ELSE: The Cathedral Chamber Orchestra, Cathedral Choir and soloists will perform
the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah. The
audience will have the opportunity to sing the
great carols of the season with the choir, orchestra,
and organ.

www.theskinnie.com

MIDNIGHT SPECIAL

WHAT: Poseidon’s New Year’s Eve Gala at Plant
Riverside District
WHEN: Friday, Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. to 1 a.m.
WHERE: Plant Riverside District - Salzburg
Ballroom, 400 W. River St.
HOW MUCH: $750/person; Tickets required
CONTACT: Anna.Livingston@kesslercollection.
com or 912.373.9076
WHAT ELSE: Tickets are available at plantriverside.com. A portion of the proceeds from
this event benefit the Treutlen House and New
Ebenezer Retreat Center in Rincon. Valet parking
is included. Special JW Marriott room rates
are available. Plant Riverside District hosts the
city’s most exclusive New Year’s Eve celebration,
featuring a four-course gourmet dinner, a private
terrace to view a dazzling fireworks display over
the Savannah River, an intimate live performance
by internationally acclaimed concert pianist and
composer Alexander Peskanov, live music by the
10-piece Daniel LeClaire Band, and a special
Veuve Clicquot La Grande Dame Champagne
toast at midnight.

WHERE ART THOU?

WHAT: The works of Courtney Trowman
WHEN: Jan. 2 through 30; Artist’s reception
January 6, 5 to 7 p.m. (masks required)
WHERE: JEA Art Gallery, 5111 Abercorn St.
Savannah, GA
CONTACT: Vicky Lunick 912-355-8111
WHAT ELSE: Courtney Trowman’s mixed-media collage is born out of an inherent need for
expression, her passion for art, and her love of
repurposing. Self-admittedly, her strength is not
drawing/painting, and she became intrigued by
collage and mixed media after being inspired by
pop artist Robert Rauschenberg’s work.

INSIDE INFORMATION

WHAT: Landlovers Coastal Georgia Living –
“Interior Landscaping (aka house plants)”
WHEN: Wednesday, Jan. 5, 10 a.m. – 12 noon
WHERE: Fellowship Hall at Messiah Lutheran
Church
HOW MUCH: Annual CGL club dues are $25
for an individual or $30 for a family; Guests are
welcome for a $5 fee
CONTACT: Donna Bunn, donnabunn@gmail.
com or Deb Werner, debk.werner@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Allan Bradham, president of Fancy
Plants, Inc, will discuss the indoor landscaping
trend and how to enjoy plants that make our
homes special. Formerly known as the Green
Thumb Club, Coastal Georgia Living focuses
on gardening, wildlife and the Georgia coastal
lifestyle.

NEEDLING YOUR FRIENDS

WHAT: Landlovers Stitch and Bead, open to all

Skidaway Island residents, not just the Landings
WHEN: Tuesdays, Jan. 11 and 25, 2 - 4 p.m.
WHERE: Members’ homes; location announced
by email
CONTACT: Leslie Matthews, 616.550.7057 or
lmathews50@gmail.com for more information
and to be added to the list
WHAT ELSE: All types of needlework is
featured, from knitting to needlepoint, crewel,
beading, etc. We enjoy sharing our projects and
tips on techniques and resources.

VOICES UNITED

WHAT: Glorious music in a glorious place
WHEN: Sunday, Jan. 16, 5 p.m.
WHERE: Cathedral of St. John the Baptist
HOW MUCH: $25/$15/$10
CONTACT: Eventbrite.com
WHAT ELSE: The choirs of Wesley Monumental
United Methodist and Christ Church Anglican
join forces with the Savannah Cathedral Choir for
an evening of spectacular music making.

COAST WITH THE MOST

WHAT: Coastal Conservation Association of
Skidaway January Meeting – “Savannah Coastal
Refuges”
WHERE: St. Peter’s Church
WHEN: Monday, Jan. 17, 7 p.m.
CONTACT: Paulette Hamilton, 610.509.0279
WHAT ELSE: Dr. Rick Shields, co-founder and
current president of the Friends of the Savannah
Coastal Wildlife Refuges, and Will Meeks, project
leader of the Savannah Coastal Refuges Complex,
will speak. The January raffle prize includes a rod
and reel, tackle box, and lithium-battery fillet
knife, valued at $270.

DRINKING BUDDIES

WHAT: Landlovers Cocktails with Friends
WHEN: Thursday evening, Jan. 20, time TBA
WHERE: Members’ homes
HOW MUCH: An appetizer to share and your
own cocktails
CONTACT: Kathy Powers at kopowers@gmail.
com or Jeanette Graebener at jbg1972@comcast.
net
WHAT ELSE: Open to all Skidaway Island residents, not just those from The Landings. Let us
know if you’d like to host and we’ll arrange it for
you. Landlovers membership required.

BAT GIRL

WHAT: Skidaway Audubon presents “All about
Bats”
WHEN: Thursday, Jan. 27, from 4 to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church
HOW MUCH: Free for members of Friends of
Skidaway Audubon who show their membership
card, and $5 for non-members, payable by cash or
check at the door.

CONTACT: friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: State wildlife biologist Katrina
Morris highlights the importance and extent of
Georgia’s bat population and the challenges it faces, as part of Skidaway Audubon’s speaker series.
Attendance is limited to 75. Please RSVP online
at skidawayaudubon.org.

SORORITY SOIREE

WHAT: Sorority Sips and Savories
WHEN: Wednesday, Feb. 2, 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse
HOW MUCH: $40
CONTACT: Allison Smith, allisonrsmith@
comcast.net
WHAT ELSE: This event is open to all sorority
women in the greater Savannah area. Contact
Allison to request a reservation form. Deadline is
January 25.

BOOK IT

WHAT: Savannah Book Festival volunteers
needed
WHEN: Saturday, Feb. 19
HOW MUCH: Free, with appreciation
WHAT ELSE: Savannah Book Festival hosts its
15th annual Festival Saturday. As many as 10,000
people will gather across historic downtown Savannah to listen, learn and engage with world-renowned authors from across the country. This
happens through the participation of an amazing
group of volunteers. Add your time and energy
to one of the best book festivals in the country by
registering to volunteer at savannahbookfestival.
org/support/volunteer/

BATH AND BODY WORKS

WHAT: Landlovers community service toiletry
collection
WHERE: Drop-off location is the front porch at
2 Moonrise Circle, Deer Creek
CONTACT: llcommservice@gmail.com, Carol
Stiles at carolstiles@gmail.com, or Sue Souls at
smsouls@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Share your vacation with Social
Apostolate, which works with poor, homeless, and
disabled people in different ways, including providing showers for those in need. If you have any
unused hotel soaps, shampoo or lotions, please
consider giving them to someone in need. No
mouthwash or larger-sized toiletries, please.

SOUL SISTERS

WHAT: JWOL Membership
HOW MUCH: Annual membership is $20
CONTACT: Sherri Brecker
WHAT ELSE: Mail or tube check to Sherri at 18
Cricket Court. Membership entitles each member
to share in the many wonderful programs and
social events JWOL offers.

Complete Island Hopping listings are available at www.theskinnie.com
www.theskinnie.com
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#240 Holiday Greetings From the Man
STANDARD CLUES*

“Up on the rooftop, click, click, click...”

ACROSS
01. Arm muscle
06. Conquistador’s quest
09. Othello, for one
13. 3-Down, in Marseilles
14. The ___ Ranger
16. “ ___ la Douce”
17. “But I ____ ,”
20. Lao-tzu’s way
21. “I ___ at the office.”
22. Sherman-Williams products
23. Trig function
24. “Rule Britannia” composer
25. “____ sight,”
32. Pugilist
33. Big name in stereo
34. Bullring shout
35. Quaker ___
36. V-neck sweater alternatives
38. Fighting
39. ATM maker
40. Operatic highlight
41. École attendee
42. “____ to all,”
46. Basilica section
47. Prefix meaning external
48. Band worn on 1-Across
51. Mark Antony’s gal
52. Dawn goddess
55. “and ____.”
58. Greek liqueur
59. Volcano output
60. Dancer Castle
61. Kind of pressure
62. B & B part
63. Site of the Rubber Bowl

DOWN
01. Unit of currency in Thailand
02. Brain-child
03. 13-Across, in Napoli
04. Ending for ballad or chariot
05. Less slender
06. Oscar-winning director Stone
07. Trevi Fountain site
08. Song from “A Chorus Line”
09. Surroundings
10. Setting for “The Plague” (Camus)
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$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air
Conditioning & Heating equipment. Services range
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure
to receive quality work at a fair price. We also offer
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s)
operating efficiently. Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472.
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

DIXIE MOTORS, INC. • Serving Savannah since
1980. From minor to major repairs on all makes
and models. We offer 30-minute oil change service.
Towing available. Fleet service available. A/C experts.
Nationwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home
Depot). 355.3568.
LEXUS & TOYOTA OWNERS • Factory trained
Lexus and Toyota Master Technicians with 25 years
experience. ASE certified. Located minutes from
The Landings, Loaner car available with any major
service or repair. Performing services and repairs at a
fraction of the dealership prices. Savannah Autoworx,
116 Shipyard Rd, Savannah, Ga 31406. Phone:
912.356.0007. We service all makes and models.
Open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
J & J Crossroad Auto Repair • Over 20 years experience in diagnosing and repairing vehicle issues.
We provide only the best customer service to get you
and your vehicle back on the road. Towing available.
Located close to Skidaway Island at 1123 E Montgomery Crossroad. Call us at 912.349.5527

11. Leave out
12. L.A. football pros
15. Federal ___
18. Applause
19. Hiawatha’s craft
23. Females
24. Affirm
25. Unlikely anagram for “bone”
26. Terminix target
27. Surplus
28. Voodoo, in the Caribbean
29. Kind of pole
30. Martini garnish, in Madrid
31. Galas
36. Type of magic ball
37. Red beans and ___
38. Type of sax

40. Fencer’s warning stomp
41. Neighbor of Latvia
43. Sallowness
44. Replenish ammo
45. Chilled
48. Upon
49. Womanizer
50. Labyrinth
51. Small bay
52. The “Rome of Hungary”
53. “Not that again!”
54. British submachine gun
56. Chew the fat
57. Annoy

AUDIO/VISUAL SERVICES

ALPHA AUDIO VIDEO LLC • Offers the installation and service of home system racks, whole house
audio, central vacuum systems, CCTV, network wiring, TV mounting, outdoor lighting and much more.
Reasonable rates with quality results are backed by
15 years industry experience. Call Jesse Oakes
at 912.547.4397 for a free consultation. License
#LVG105684 and insured.

CARPET CLEANING
SERVICES

Puzzle answers, page 29

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com
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DIAMOND CARPET AND TEXTILE SERVICES
• Founded in 2001, Diamond provides Award Winning* Service in Carpeting, Tile & Grout, Upholwww.theskinnie.com

stery and Oriental Cleaning. Featuring Experienced,
Polite, Professional, Uniformed personnel our goal
is to accomplish your complete satisfaction. Our
reviews are on Google and Facebook or ask your
neighbor for a personal referral! For Better Results,
CALL Diamond today! 912.349.7115 SMS accepted 912.658.2899 www.diamondcarpetandtextileservices.com

CLEANING SERVICES

HUBBARD’S MAID SERVICE. 912.961.9131.
Serving successful people since 2004. Best standard
practices are applied in hiring of all employees. Voted
Best of Savannah since 2005. We are the highest rated
and most reviewed company in the Coastal Empire.

COMPUTER SERVICES

ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite
computer and IT services for Landings residents for
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning and
tune ups. Transfer programs and files from old to new
computers. Wireless network and printer installation.
Install streaming TV services and help customers
“cut the cord”. Provide training and tutoring. Smart
Home device installation, lightning/power surge repairs and data recovery. Recycling or donation of old
equipment. Free phone consultations. Call 598.2990
or 507.2693, 7 days a week.
Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina
for over 25 years. Specializing in both business and
residential PCs, Macs, and most IT equipment with
a full spectrum of services including but not limited
to installation, networking, cabling, diagnostic and
repair, upgrades, data recovery, virus removal and
prevention, moving/relocation, and consulting. Specialty business offerings include VOIP phones, high
speed internet circuits with failover, and hosted cloud
backup services. Enjoy fast and convenient on-site
service, FREE pickup and delivery, or remote service
by appointment only. Quotes are always free and no
travel charge within our local area of coverage. Call
Mike and Cyndy Tabakian, 912.756.7860 or visit
our web site at savannahcomputer.com
Weyland Technology offers customer focused computer repair and training. Over 30 years of computer
experience. We come to you to get you back on-line.
Mac, PC or Linux machines. Software installation
and training, network installation and troubleshooting, data recovery and virus removal. Call Matt at
912.656.1095, Seven days a week or visit our website
at weylandtechnology.com

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY CONTOURING

COOLSCULPTING® SPRING SPECIAL • 20%
up to 50% Discount depending on purchase. FDA

cleared non-invasive stubborn fat removal for good.
Call for free consultation with Dr. Martin Everhard,
MD, PhD, FACS, 912.200.6000. Located at 9100
White Bluff Road, Suite 102 (across from Food
Lion).

DOOR SCREENS

Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique
retractable design means it is there when you need it
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors,
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor.
Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com

ELECTRICIAN

KMB Technology • As a Savannah native, Kerry
McBride has over 40 years of experience as a commercial and residential electrician. He specializes in
electrical repairs, renovations, and service engineering. All work is done to code and done with expert
craftsmanship and integrity. Please call or email for a
quote or any questions!! 912.508.5540 or kmbinc@
comcast.net

FISHING

Bandy’s Bait Shop • Enter Rodney Hall Boat Ramp
at Butter Bean Beach. We offer live bait: Shrimp,
Minnows, Crickets, Worms. Frozen: Shrimp, Mullet, and Squid. Assorted light tackle. Assorted snacks.
We’re open 7 days a week, Mon thru Friday, 7 a.m. to
2 p.m., Sat and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., also most
holidays. Phone: 912.354.6444.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE • Landings resident has three plots in the
Forest Lawn Cemetery. The current value is $3995
per plot. They are located in the beautiful Old Rugged Cross section. We are offering these at $2,595
each. We’re willing to sell them individually or as a
group. Please email us for additional information,
stargrays@gmail.com.

FOR SALE • 356 Christmas Tree Ornament Collection. 1992-99, Most are Retired. Limited Editions.
Only 1 Ornament group of 200. Several Small Theme
groups; minimum purchase of 20 ornaments. Call
Joy or Ed Garvin for appointment, 912.657.8379

GOLF CARTS FOR SALE
OR RENT

Golf Carts of Savannah LLC • We have late model
E-Z-Go RXV and Club Car Precedent carts that are
beyond Landings equipped. Short- or long-term rentals available. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113 for details
and directions.

GUNS

Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Gunstock, LLC, 5
TheSkinnie
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East Montgomery Cross Road, Savannah’s Firearms
Source., 912.438.5811

HOMES FOR RENT OR SALE

Are you thinking about selling your home? I have
buyers interested in buying your house! We also offer FREE design consultations, staging, professional
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or
912.598.6250
Robin Boaen • A Landings resident with 16 years
of Realtor expertise. My firm brings you a wealth of
knowledge and a concierge level of service. I’m the
agent you need to get top dollar for your home in
this hot real estate market! Contact Robin today!
912.272.3826 or robin@robinboaengroup.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND REMODELING

Savannah Tradesmen • Complete Home Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom Kitchens
and Baths. Additions, Screened Porches, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. Roofing Experts.
Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pavers, Hardscapes.
Water Damage Restoration Certified. Foundation

structural repair experts. Home Inspector Certified.
Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, and Painting. Design
Consultation Services Available. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors #RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or cell: 656.8842.
John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also specialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since
1982. Call 313.2767.
Murray’s Home Improvements • We offer all types
of home repairs with professional services at reasonable prices. Custom remodeling, new construction,
rotted wood replacement, along with interior and exterior woodwork. We also repair and install all types
of roofs. We’ve been serving Savannah for over 30
years. Call Stacey Murray at 912.346.0046

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, throughout the United States, I’ve designed and decorated
homes, offices, and new construction. I would love to
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to

book your appointment with Landings resident Debbie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website
at www.dleecock.com.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE

Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete landscape management with year-round service. Our
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs.
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Licensed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike
Schuman at 354.8856.

Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you
deserve! We are committed to providing the most
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing,
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, and pine
straw installation, and fertilizer. Call today for a free
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472

New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway
Island residents, we understand your need to maintain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape
Management specializes in full-service lawn maintenance and fertilization, debris removal and professional landscaping design/installation. With over
15 years in the industry, we have developed strong
relationships with local companies to deliver superior
products for your home at the utmost competitive
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn evaluation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.

MOVING & DELIVERY

Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rearranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Moving,
Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & Assembly,
Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, Shipping
& Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and Packing
Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years.
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.
Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting
families since 1985. Moving simplified from A to
Z: Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack,
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art,
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299

PAINTING AND
POWER WASHING

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. Please see my reviews at TLA, NextDoor and
Young Neighbors at the Landings on Facebook. Call
Tommy Rigdon, 912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@
yahoo.com
Bocanegra Painting, LLC. • High quality, affordable painting by licensed and insured local company.
Services include interior and exterior painting, pop-
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in Savannah and along Coastal Georgia. For a complimentary consultation, get in touch with us today.
Call: 912.455.5041 Email: savannah@savatree.com
Visit: savatree.com

WINDOW CLEANING
AND SERVICE

corn ceiling removal, wood rot repair, cabinet refinishing and stains. We do the job right the first time
with a hardworking crew and attention to detail. Our
highly satisfied customers can be found in the Landings and surrounding island communities. Ask your
neighbors and check out our reviews on NextDoor
and Facebook. References available. Call Jorge Bocanegra for a free estimate at 912.212.6379 or email
at BocanegraPainting1@gmail.com.

PETS

Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town? Or do
you work long hours and need someone to take your
pet out for a restroom break? Peaceful Pets is a Pet
Sitting Service that can do this. I offer affordable
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com.

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018, and 2019!
From homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.com

WINDOW BLINDS & TREATMENTS, STORM PROTECTION AND AWNINGS

The Skidaway Cat Alliance Team has cats and kittens currently being fostered that are available to new,
loving homes. If interested in adopting, fostering, or
volunteering, please contact skidawaycats@gmail.
com or visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/skidawaycatallianceteam

TREE SERVICES

Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.
24-hour emergency service. We accept all major
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister company of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents,
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

Savannah Blinds is the premier window treatment expert in your area. We offer an abundance of
custom interior window treatment options, exterior
storm protection, and outdoor shade! Our products
reflect the highest quality in our industry. Let us outfit your home with beautiful shade options today!
912.224.0459; office@savannahblinds.com

SavATree’s team of professional arborists use their
expertise, regional experience and eco-sensible philosophy to provide you with exemplary tree, shrub
and lawn care services. We positively impact the
value and beauty of your property through services
including pruning, fertilizing, diagnosis, insect and
disease treatments, removals and more. We’re proud
to be servicing commercial and residential properties
TheSkinnie
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A few months ago,
as Michael Siegel walked
down his driveway to collect
his morning newspapers,
he saw this fawn in his
neighbor’s driveway
across the street.
“I walked toward him
very slowly, taking pictures
as I went,” he says.
“I assumed he would
run off at any moment.
Instead, not only did he
not run away, he let me
approach him, pet his
head, and take this special
photo. Shortly after I took
the picture, he scampered
across the street to where
his mother was waiting
in the bushes. A lovely
experience.”

“Wild Things” is a regular feature in The Skinnie, featuring your photographs of our beloved island.
Email your high-resolution photos to production@theskinnie.com. Please include your name
and a little info about where the photo was taken.
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