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“Those who forget the past are condemned
to repeat it.” This famous quote is attributed to
Spanish-born, Harvard-educated philosopher
and writer George Santayana (1863-1952).
I’m writing this on Tuesday, March 8. World
news is being created at lightning speed. Maybe
the following material will be irrelevant or proven fallacious between the time I type it and you
read it. But I recognize a certain familiarity to the
current moment…
In the 1930s, an ambitious – ultimately ruthless – ruler rose to power over a nation hyper-conscious of its own decline. The 5’ 8 ½” Adolf Hitler believed in a version of manifest destiny for
“his” people. In Mein Kampf, he addressed the
need for “Lebensraum” (living space): Germany
should take over lands to the east that were occupied by “inferior” Slavic peoples – including
Austria, the Sudetenland (then-Czechoslovakia),
Poland and Russia. Translation: I’m coming for
you, Eastern/Central Europe.
In 1999, an ambitious – ultimately ruthless –
ascendant leader was nominated for the position
of Prime Minister of the Russian Federation. In
his speech to the state’s Duma (think: Congress)
upon the occasion, Vladimir Putin said, “Russia
has been a great power for centuries and remains
so. It has always had and still has legitimate zones
of interest...We should not drop our guard in
this respect, neither should we allow our opinion
to be ignored.” Translation: I’m coming for you,
Eastern Europe (and, maybe, beyond).
Academic literature analyzing the sources and
reasons for conflict is plentiful (an understatement). Reviewing much of this material, I notice
a conspicuous lack of consensus. So, I’ll offer my
own logic. Humans have needs. They also have
wants. Conflict is one perceived path to satisfying these needs and wants. Envy and avarice
are widespread – if not universal – and enduring
character defects. They drive more of our decisions than we’d like to admit. When someone
has a lot of desirable stuff (often, but not limited
to, material accumulation) and other someones
don’t, some of the someones will reckon that taking is their only mechanism for replicating the
original fortunate someone’s abundance.
Just prior to World War II, the U.S. accounted for less than 5 percent of the measured world’s
population. Meanwhile, it generated roughly
20 percent of its economic output. Germany
and Japan, despite long, rich imperial histories,
combined to bake only 7 percent of the world’s
pie How about today? The US and EU, taken
together, comprise 10-ish percent of the planet’s
people, while generating (and benefiting directly
from) 45 percent of its Gross World Product (I
made up the data name). Russia has about onethird as many people as the US/EU complex and
accounts for only 3 percent of the GWP. China,
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in 2020, claimed 18 percent of GWP, but is also
home to 18 percent of the human species. You
can overlay a smorgasbord of geo-philosophical
reasons on why guys like Hitler or Putin do the
things they do; but, it might simply distill to, “I
want what he has and I deserve it because I say
so.”
This is going to read as incredibly crass…It is
also completely honest: I like my/our allocation
of global output. I am not prepared for the ratios
to change dramatically to our detriment. Which
is an unsustainable equilibrium absent the forces
of power. The most altruistic preservation tool
vis-à-vis relative stasis is to maximize our collective good fortune and expand GWP to engineer
increased relative prosperity for all. The more
brutish approach: Build more and better guns
than the other guys and be prepared to use them.
Which leads us to Ukraine.
“In no case can there be any appeasement at
the cost of honor. Real appeasement is to shed all
fear and do what is right at any cost.”
Who said it? Some NeoCon in search of a
war. A desperate Democrat hoping to avoid a
rout in November? Nope. Mahatma Ghandi,
perhaps history’s most celebrated “pacifist.”
Winston Churchill (before the UK entered
WWII) made his own version of Ghandi’s argument: “Never give in, never give in, never; never;
never; never – in nothing, great or small, large
or petty – never give in except to convictions of
honor and good sense.”
Churchill said other pithy things, too, including, “An appeaser is one who feeds a crocodile
and hope it eats him last.”
The Bible ascribes virtue to “turning the other
cheek.” And civilized men and women aim to
live by this basic principle. Also, who wants to
get his hands dirty if he doesn’t have to? So, we
(the 45 percent-ers) seem to be of a single mind:
This is sad, but it isn’t our fight.
“Our forces are not and will not be engaged in
the conflict. Our forces are not going to Europe
to fight in Ukraine but to defend our NATO allies and reassure those allies in the east. Let me
be clear: These are totally defensive moves on our
part. We have no intention of fighting Russia.”
J. Biden, February 24, 2022
He’s not alone:
“I think there’s broad support for the president in what he’s doing now. (a combination
of economic sanctions and humanitarian aid,
and a professed disinterest in direct military intervention)…Yes, we’re all together behind the
Ukrainian people. We’re thrilled at the changes
that have occurred within NATO, and I think
I’ve seen our country pretty unified. As a matter
of fact, the whole world seems to be unified.”
M. McConnell, US Senate Republican Leader,
March 1, 2022
Because we know where this might lead, and
our magical thinking compels us to believe we
decide if we eventually go there:

“They (Pentagon officials) know that they
had limited options going into this because Russia is a nuclear power, and NATO and the US are
not going to go to war with Russia over Ukraine,
their goal is to contain this and keep this from
spilling over into an Article 5 (NATO member)
nation.” J. Griffin, Fox News National Security
Correspondent
This stuff is complicated. In the run up to
1941, FDR was conflicted:
“This nation will remain a neutral nation, but
I cannot ask that every American remain neutral
in thought as well…Even a neutral cannot be
asked to close his mind or his conscience.”
Per one historian, “The President had to
contend with deep-seated American fears about
involvement in the war. He also had to manage
a growing crisis in the Pacific, where Japan was
expanding its empire into China and threatening
Southeast Asia.” Does this scenario ring a bell?
What does Putin think about America and its
stomach today? It might sound something like
this direct quote from Hitler in 1942: “I don’t see
much future for the Americans…it’s a decayed
country. They have their racial problem and the
problem of social inequities. How can we expect
a State like that to hold together?” Putin might
say, “They’re too busy arguing about non-binary
swimmers to screw with this bear.”
Ready for the apex of naïve understatement?
“The Russian contribution to peace in the
Ukraine is not sufficient.” A. Merkel (German
Chancellor), 2014
As Churchill said in 1938, “Do not suppose
that this is the end. This is only the beginning of
the reckoning. This is only the first sip, the first
foretaste of a bitter cup which will be proffered
to us year by year unless by a supreme recovery
of moral health and martial vigor, we arise again
and take our stand for freedom as in the olden
time.”
Roosevelt’s thinking evolved: “It is easy for
you and for me to shrug our shoulders and to
say that conflicts taking place thousands of
miles from the U.S. do not seriously affect the
Americas – and that all we have to do is to ignore them…Passionately though we may desire
detachment, we are forced to realize that every
battle that is fought, does affect the American
future.”
And then the Japanese flew in.
I’m not advocating for a particular course of
action. But I do recognize this old axion at work:
When you have an aspirationally expansive Asian
juggernaut in league with a megalomaniacal European dogma-gogue, it’s bad.
In two generations, have we purged ourselves of our collective Zelensky-ism, for better
or worse? As he said, “The fight is here. I need
ammunition, not a ride.”
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experience!”
During rehearsals for that week’s show, a young man was chatting
with the girls. “He was always joking about us being from Iowa and
how there were ‘Indians’ out there. We opened the show, but for the
second half we had seats in the front row. And out comes this guy that
had been kidding us, and it was Harry Belafonte, making his American television debut.”

The

IGHT
Marolyn Overton’s
Commitment to Community

Stuff

Overton and her classmates were stunned. “Being little high school
girls, we wanted to hide under our seats because we’d been so casual
with him. But he was a wonderful guy.”
The singer and rope-jumper were reunited years later when Belafonte visited Savannah for SCAD’s annual film festival. When Overton heard Belafonte was coming, she asked her good friend May Poetter (mother of SCAD president Paula Wallace) if she could meet him.
At the Trustee’s Theatre, Overton sat down front. “He came out and
said, ‘Where is that rope-jumper? I want to see her.’”
Overton attended Monmouth College, a small liberal arts Presbyterian school in Monmouth, Illinois. She graduated in 1958. While
serving on the school’s alumni board, she met her second husband,
Scott Overton, a fellow Monmouth grad. He had three daughters and
Marolyn had two boys – Stuart and Keith – from her first marriage,
both of whom now live at the Landings.

S

Marolyn and Scott combined their families and raised the five kids
in New Jersey, where he operated a real estate development firm. “It

kidaway resident Marolyn Overton has been a leader in many
aspects of the community for more than 30 years. In addition
to helping establish The Landings Company, she has been very
active on the political front, including founding Ladies On The Right
(LOTR) – a community leadership group for conservative women –
in 2020.

“I felt there were women at the Landings who weren’t
being informed, who wanted to be informed about
what’s going on in our government – local, state and federal,” Overton explains. “So, I decided to put something
together that would fill that void, and it seems to be doing very well.”
Overton has been interested in politics ever since she
was a small child growing up in Des Moines, Iowa. Her
parents were involved in community activities, and she
recalls many discussions when then-President Roosevelt
ran for a fourth term. “I must have been maybe in the
fourth grade or fifth grade,” she says.
She was a candidate herself in junior high, running for student
council president. “I didn’t win,” she laments. “I was disappointed. I
was running against a boy.”
Despite such setbacks, she reminisces fondly about her days growing up in the Midwest. “I really had a wonderful childhood,” she says.
“I think we lived during the golden times – the 1940s, going into the
‘50s.”

In October 1953, Marolyn Overton (left) and her classmates performed on the Ed Sullivan Show. She is standing between Sullivan and fellow guest performer Teresa
Brewer (center).
She describes her high school physical education teacher as ahead
of her time. The teacher started a synchronized swimming team, for
which more than 50 girls tried out. Overton was one of the chosen
few. “We had a team of four and we were the national AAU champions for two years.”
The same teacher established a rope jumping team that performed
throughout the area and was recruited to appear on the Ed Sullivan
Show in New York City. “They flew us out to New York,” she says,
“and we had the most fabulous suite at the Barbazon Plaza. What an

By Philip Schweier
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was his company, but I worked
with him. And then a miracle
happened – somebody wanted to
buy our company.”

wonderful.”

• Member of Skidaway Kiwanis

After their arrival, Overton
continued her community service, which included helping establish The Landings Company
in 1998. Until then, Brannigar
had handled real estate sales on
Skidaway Island. “When they
sold the company to the Landings Association and the club,”
she explains, “it was felt that a
different real estate company
needed to be created.” She served
on its founding board and later
became its president.

PARK PLACE

Rather than keep the Overtons on to continue running the
business, the new owners paid
them enough to retire. Marolyn
remained active as president of
the New Jersey chapter of PEO,
an international philanthropic organization. However, Scott
didn’t have much to occupy his
free time. Northeastern weather
prevented him from fully enjoy- Several years later, Marolyn met Harry Belafonte again, when he visiting golf or tennis, leading him
ed Savannah for SCAD’s annual film festival.
Other contributions include:
to suggest they move some place
• Founder/past chair of
warmer. “I looked at him like he was crazy,” Marolyn says.
Skidaway Island LINKS Golf Fellowship
She was still active in real estate. While attending a conference in • Past board member/vice admiral of the Landings Yacht Club
Washington, DC, one day at lunch she found herself at a table of • Elder of Skidaway Island Presbyterian Church and Savannah
Korean Presbyterian Church
Georgia realtors. She asked if any location offered boating, golf, tennis, and an exciting city. “Every single person at that table answered, • Founder/past chair of Savannah Concerned Veterans for America
• Numerous committees of The Landings Association and The
‘You need to go to The Landings.’”
Landings Club
Overton adds, “We weren’t people who, the instant we saw it, said, • Founder/former chair of the Savannah Tea Party
‘Yes, this is the place.’ It took us three years to make the move, but • Former president/board member of Skidaway Island Republican
Club and Savannah Area Republican Women
it was the right decision. I have loved every minute here. It has been
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Perhaps Overton is most proud of her service on the board – and,
later, as president – of Park Place Outreach, a nonprofit providing
emergency shelter and other services for at-risk youth and their families. Near and dear to Marolyn’s heart, it is also a charity focus of
LOTR.
“Park Place is the only place in this area that is open 24 hours a day,
seven days a week,” she explains, describing it as a triage unit. She says
it is the only place in Savannah where a battered or abused child, age
8-17, can self-admit. “A child can ring our doorbell at 2 in the morning and we will take them in.”
Park Place counselors then meet with the child and parents and try
to rebuild the family unit. “That is our ultimate goal,” she says. “If we
can put the family back together, we can continue to work with them
and work out their problems.”
When that’s not possible, Park Place helps determine what is best
for the child, perhaps a foster home or another shelter.
Overton became affiliated with Park Place around 2005, when Bob
Egan, its chairman, invited her to join the board. She is extremely
proud of the success Park Place has achieved, especially upgrading to
a new facility. Its original location on Park Avenue, south of Forsyth
Park, was aging, and the group lacked the resources to adequately
maintain the property. In 2008, when the real estate market was still
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WHAT: Ladies on The Right (LOTR) March Luncheon Meeting
Commemorating Women’s History Month
WHEN: March 24; 12-2:30 p.m. (social hour, 12-1; lunch and program, 1- 2:30)
WHERE: The Landings Palmetto Club Ballroom
COST: $25 for LOTR members; $35 for guests.
CONTACT: For more information or to register/pay, please visit www.
ladiesontheright.org
WHAT ELSE: LOTR is a greater-Savannah community leadership organization based on Skidaway Island. Founded in 2020 and comprising
300 members, its mission is to inform, educate and inspire members to
take leadership roles on key issues that impact our community, country
and lives. All are welcome. Please register by March 21.

healthy, the property was sold. “The new owner let us stay in the
house for a year while we transitioned to a new location. We couldn’t
have asked for anything better.”
Park Place found a house on Henry Street with an adjacent vacant
lot that allowed for expansion. “When we started, I said we will not
move anything other than the files from the old house to the new
house,” Overton says. “Everything is going to be brand new – new
dinnerware, new furniture, new everything.”
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At that time, there were just two clients at Park Place, a boy and
girl, both 16. Overton gave them a tour of the house, and they picked
out their beds. Seeing young people who had suffered so much trauma
with spaces of their own was very rewarding. “That night had to be
one the highlights of my life,” Overton recalls.
She hopes to continue that success. “It’s a wonderful organization,
and the counselors are dedicated, and we really do help these kids. We
work with everyone in Savannah.”

ACTIVE 80s
A former USTA and LWGA player for more than 24 years, Overton still plays social tennis three times a week. “I love it,” she says.
“Still playing competitive tennis – maybe not as well as I used to.”
Longtime friend Elena Bennett affirms that Overton has been a
remarkable leader who has made a big difference in our community.
“And, at the age of 85, she is not slowing down!”
Nor is Ladies On The Right. What began as a handful of tennis
friends has grown to more than 300 members. Overton explains, “We
are in the right place at the right time, with the right values. The right
place, because we are in Georgia, on the far right of the state. We are
the farthest east of anything, so we’re far right, but we don’t say we’re
‘far right,’” she says with a laugh.
Right on, indeed.

S

Her sister-in-law and husband were also on the board, and registered the organization at Bed Bath and Beyond, Linens ‘n Things,
Belk’s, Macy’s and Haverty’s. They identified Park Place’s specific
needs, enabling donors to purchase gifts on their behalf. “The response was wonderful. When we moved into this new house, every-

thing was new – the sheets, the pillowcases, the beds. It was fabulous.”
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NATURE

Seeing is Believing
By Amy Collings

M

other Nature is clearly a master of disguise. Being invisible
to predators or prey is a huge plus in nature; but, for humans, it is difficult to appreciate wildlife if it is hard to see.

The Landings Bird Cam (landingsbirdcam.com) provides a window into the unseen world of raptors. First installed eight years ago,
it has enabled residents to witness majestic eagles, osprey and owls in
their natural habitats. This year, a pair of perfectly camouflaged great
horned owls took up residence in the massive nest that is flanked by
small cameras rigged and maintained by Skidaway Audubon with assistance from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

become an Audubon Ambassador for a donation of $1,000, which
entitles a donor to a year of free admission to Skidaway Audubon’s
programs, private events, and recognition as a major contributor on
Audubon’s website and at its events – and the appreciation of Mother
Nature, too.
“To donate at the Ambassador level, or to contribute a lesser
amount, please go to skidawayaudubon.org and scroll to the ‘Donate
Now’ button and become an essential part of Skidaway Audubon,”
urges McInerney. “As Audubon Ambassadors, our donors ensure that
all creatures – great and small, seen and unseen – who make this island
such a special place, will always have a home here.”

FUTURE FUNDRAISING
“If this campaign can be sustained year after year, we hope to offer
more family-oriented environmental education programs to involve
all age groups,” Cordo says, adding that Skidaway Audubon will hold
an online pollinator plant sale again this year as an additional fundraiser. A wide variety of plants, including some new ones and some
hard to find, will be offered, and new vendors have been secured. Last
year, Skidaway Audubon held its first pollinator plant sale to encourage residents to join in the nationwide effort to bolster the dwindling
number of bees, butterflies, moths and other insects that are essential to the pollination of many agricultural crops, as well as backyard
gardens and flowers. The initiative was well received and is slated to
return this spring, with online ordering beginning April 1 and plant
pick-up set for April 23 at the Skidaway Island United Methodist
Church parking lot.

To help residents get to know both the prevalent and the rarely seen
wildlife on the Skidaway Island, Skidaway Audubon hosts presentations by wildlife experts. This winter Audubon offered presentations
on bats, snakes and owls. Last fall featured an array of reptiles. In addition, residents learned about Audubon’s diamondback terrapin rescue
project by helping to release tiny terrapin hatchlings into the marshes.
“The bird cam, wildlife presentations, and hatchlings help people
see the uniquely diverse wildlife we have here and understand the need
to protect it,” says Skidaway Audubon president, Dawn Cordo. “If
they can see it, they can believe in and embrace our mission of conservation. But the cost of all our programs adds up. Bird cam maintenance is not ‘cheep,’ pardon the pun.”
Skidaway Audubon has launched a major fundraising campaign
to continue protecting the island’s treasured natural assets. The campaign is replacing Audubon’s annual golf tournament, which relied
mainly on the golfing community for support. The initiative allows
for support from all Skidaway residents, as well as local businesses.
“This is a great opportunity to show your support for Audubon’s
hard-working volunteers and the future wellbeing of our island community,” says Carolyn McInerney, who chairs the fundraising initiative. Many know her as the “Turtle Lady” for her tireless work with the
terrapin rescue program.

AUDUBON AMBASSADORS
The online fundraising campaign includes the opportunity to
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WHAT: Honey, Bee-have!
WHEN: Thursday, March 24, 4 to 5 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Farms, 194 McWhorter Drive, Skidaway Island
HOW MUCH: Free and open to the public
CONTACT: friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Tierney Monahan, author of Beyond Honey, will speak
on the economic importance and environmental impact of honeybees,
followed by a live beekeeping demonstration. Copies of Monahan’s
book will be available for purchase.

“We’d like to have another fundraiser in the fall, but that’s on hold
right now because we need people to run it,” Cordo says. “We have
wonderful volunteers who clean bird boxes, remove invasive tallow
trees, pick up roadside trash, pull weeds, and do lots of other hands-on
jobs, but we need help with fundraising so we can continue to provide
homes and habitat for our amazing wildlife, from sizeable, secretive
owls to flashy monarch butterflies.”
McInerney explains, “The bird cam requires high-tech maintenance, turtle hatcheries need yearly up-keep, and the live animal
presentations are a major expense. The butterfly gardens that support
the monarch’s very hungry caterpillars need additional plantings. The
bat houses that draw bats away from residences need poles that can
withstand hurricanes. Our very productive bluebird boxes need yearly
maintenance, and Sparrow Field plantings always need attention.”

S

To become a volunteer, or for more information about Skidaway Audubon programs, initiatives and events, visit skidwayaudbon.org. To donate,
go to https://skidawayaudubon.org/donate.
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Live smart

The Heart Hospital at St. Joseph’s/Candler Earns
ACC Chest Pain Center Accreditation – AGAIN
Rigorous evaluation proves that The Heart Hospital provides quality
care and resources to patients with heart attack symptoms.

About the American College of Cardiology: The American College of Cardiology envisions a world where innovation
and knowledge optimize cardiovascular care and outcomes. As
the professional home for the entire cardiovascular care team, its
mission and that of its more than
52,000 members is to transform
cardiovascular care and to improve
heart health. The ACC bestows
credentials upon cardiovascular
professionals who meet stringent
qualifications. The organization
leads in the formation of health
policy, standards and guidelines.
The ACC provides professional
medical education, disseminates
cardiovascular research through
its world-renowned JACC Journals, operates national registries
to measure and improve care, and
offers cardiovascular accreditation
to hospitals and institutions. For
more, visit acc.org.

S

t. Joseph’s Hospital has
been awarded – for the
fifth time - Chest Pain
Center Accreditation with
Primary PCI (Percutaneous
Coronary Intervention) in
December, based on rigorous onsite appraisal of the
staff ’s ability to evaluate, diagnose and treat patients
who have acute coronary syndrome (ACS). The
American College of Cardiology (ACC) awards
this designation to hospitals that have demonstrated expertise and commitment in treating patients
with chest pain.
St. Joseph’s/Candler is one of the few health systems in the nation to be certified five times. It is the
first system in the region to achieve this milestone.
While St. Joseph’s Hospital officially received the
accreditation, it recognizes the advanced cardiac
treatment St. Joseph’s/Candler provides across the
health system.
PCI is also known as coronary angioplasty. It is
a non-surgical procedure that opens narrowed or
blocked coronary arteries with a balloon to relieve
symptoms of heart disease or reduce heart damage
during or after a heart attack.

“It is a great honor for
St. Joseph’s Hospital to
once again achieve Chest
Pain Center Accreditation,”
says Dr. Roy Flood, interventional cardiologist at
St. Joseph’s Hospital. “This
designation recognizes our
ability to consistently provide high-quality care for
life-threatening cardiovascular disease. Accredited
hospitals must be able to provide the expertise, the
systems, and the personnel to identify and treat
patients with cardiac emergencies with the utmost
of care quickly, efficiently, and consistently. I am
proud to be a part of the team and commend all
who make it possible.”
Hospitals that have earned ACC Chest Pain
Center with Primary PCI Accreditation have proven exceptional competency in treating patients with
heart attack symptoms and provide primary PCI at
all times. As required to meet the criteria of the
accreditation designation, institutions have streamlined their systems, from admission to evaluation
to diagnosis and treatment, all the way through to
appropriate post-discharge care and recommendations and assistance in patient-lifestyle changes.

Andres Montes, MD
Specialty: Obstetrics and Gynecology
Sub-specialty: GYN surgery

Why did you decide to become a doctor?
I grew up in a medical family. My father is a physician, and I’ve
always been thankful because he never pressured me to go to medical school. It was something I was around growing up, and it was
ultimately my decision. But I will never forget, he put a needle driver
in my hand at 18 and said, “I want to teach you how to suture to see
if you like it.” I loved it. As I went to college and was contemplating
what I wanted to do with my life, I felt that I would be most fulfilled
if I were a physician. Any profession helps people, but to be able to be
involved in a patient’s life in such a way that we are in medicine would
be very rewarding, and I would look back and realize I have no regrets.
How did you pick the OB/GYN specialty?
I never thought I was going to be an OB/GYN. I initially thought
I wanted to do trauma surgery. Then, in medical school, I had the
amazing opportunity to work on the trauma team starting my first
year of med school. I realized that when I got to labor and delivery
on my OB/GYN rotation that there were many similarities in the fact
that when something goes wrong you must act very quickly. When
that moment happens, when you’re dealing with life and death, you
are intervening to not only save the life of the mom but also the baby.
It was something so meaningful and incredible. Then, I had the opportunity to deliver my first baby as a medical student and that was a
feeling that I’ve never had before. I knew at that moment, this was it.
And seeing the surgical side of GYN and seeing all the pelvic surgery,
knowing I wanted to do a surgical subspecialty, I realized that I enjoyed pelvic surgery much more than abdominal surgery.
You were born and raised in Savannah. Why did you want to come
back here to offer your services?
I love Savannah. There is something special about Savannah. Also,
it’s really neat to be born at St. Joseph’s. I am very thankful that this is
the community where I grew up, the community that’s home. To be
able to go and train where I trained - at one of the top-40 maternity
hospitals in the country - to be able to bring back that knowledge to
my hometown and serve…because that’s what medicine is, it’s service…it’s humbling and it’s an honor. I can’t imagine doing it anywhere else but my hometown.

“St. Joseph’s/Candler has demonstrated its
commitment to providing the Savannah area
with excellent heart care,” adds Deepak L.
Bhatt, MD, MPH, FACC, chair of the ACC
Accreditation Management Board. “ACC Accreditation Services is proud to award St. Joseph’s/Candler with Chest Pain Center with
Primary PCI Accreditation.”
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Dr. Montes is a Savannah native, a
proud Georgia Southern Eagle and
a graduate of the Mercer University
School of Medicine. He completed his
residency at the University of Virginia Medical Center. He has returned
home to serve his beloved local community.
Being an OB/GYN is so much more than delivering babies. What
are some procedures you do?
What I love about OB/GYN is that OB and GYN are two distinct
fields, effectively. Delivering a baby is one thing; but, on the GYN
side, I do a lot of surgery. One of my specialties is robotic-assisted
surgery. We do multiple GYN surgeries, from removing the ovaries or
removing the uterus for any kind of medical condition, as well as vaginal reconstruction surgeries. Another thing I do is take care of vaginal
prolapse surgery, as well as bladder prolapse.
How is today’s technology, especially robotics, helping you as a
physician, as well as your patients?
Robotics is truly an amazing surgical technology. It allows for better
post-operative pain than other modalities of surgery. The visibility we
get from robotic surgery of the pelvic area is magnified two to three
times. I’m able to control four robotic arms instead of only my two
hands. We can do complex surgery that would traditionally have been
done as open surgery, but now we do it minimally invasive, and the
patient typically stays one night and goes home the next day. In two
weeks, most are 95 percent themselves. In the past, it would take six
to eight weeks to get to that point. Robotics wasn’t something I saw
until medical school. I’m thankful for where I was trained that they
put a huge emphasis on making sure we were robotic-certified when
we graduated. It’s much better for the patients, especially post-operative healing.
Where do you see the future of women’s healthcare going?
I see women’s healthcare becoming even more prominent than it is
now. One thing that I love about being an OB/GYN is advocating on
my patients’ behalf and making women’s health issues and women’s
health rights as a pillar in society today and not put to the side.
Dr. Montes can be seen at 5354 Reynolds Street, Suite 422. The office
telephone number is 912.354.2634

Hospitals receiving Chest Pain Center
with Primary PCI Accreditation from the
ACC must take part in a multi-faceted clinical process that involves completing a gap
analysis, examining variances of care, developing an action plan, a rigorous onsite review,
and monitoring for sustained success.

Cardiovascular services are provided in
The Heart Hospital at St. Joseph’s Hospital.
The cardiovascular specialists at The Heart
Hospital, including expert cardiothoracic surgeons, offer advanced clinical care for complex and comprehensive cardiovascular diseases and conditions. For more information,
visit www.sjchs.org.
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By Ann Higbee

F

ans of the world-famous Irish tenors, devotees of Savannah’s fabled
St. Patrick’s Day traditions, and supporters of Savannah’s Center for Domestic Violence Services have another reason
to celebrate: Anthony Kearns, “Ireland’s
Finest Tenor,” is returning to Skidaway Island for a benefit concert on behalf of Safe
Shelter. Acclaimed for his soaring vocal
abilities and effortless range, Kearns’ postSt. Patrick’s Day performance at Skidaway
Community Church promises treasured
Irish selections, timeless classics, sweeping
arias, light opera, and beloved show tunes.
Always a crowd favorite, Kearns has
twice appeared with the Savannah Philharmonic to sold out audiences and presented
four hugely popular local solo performances.
Born into a musical family of six children in Kiltealy, County
Wexford, Ireland, Kearns began singing traditional Irish melodies with his family at an early age. While competing and winning vocal competitions in his youth, he added the button (double row black dot) accordion and other instruments common in
traditional Irish music to his repertoire.
Kearns initially pursued catering and hotel management. In
1993, he entered a national radio competition, “Ireland’s Search
for a Tenor.” Performing “The Impossible Dream” and “Danny
Boy” on a Dublin street, he won, and began training with the
renowned Irish opera singer and vocal coach Veronica Dunne.
Committing to pursue music full-time, he spent three years at
the Leinster School of Music with Dunne and studied at the
College of Music in Cardiff, Wales.
The budding singer’s career took a leap in 1998 when Irish
producer Bill Hughes joined with PBS to launch “The Irish
Tenors.” A founding member, Kearns collaborated with Ronan
Tynan, John McDermott and Finbar Wright, to net gold, platinum and double-platinum CD recognitions. A PBS special before a live audience, “Live from Ellis Island,” was a tribute to
U.S. immigrants. A stunning success, the partnership ranked as
the third-highest grossing PBS project, generating $10 million.
Several years later Kearns and Hughes reunited for another PBS
project, “Hallelujah Broadway,” filmed in Prague with the Czech
National Orchestra and broadcast throughout Europe and the
U.S.
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His international appeal earned invitations to perform with many of the world’s
leading symphonies, as well as for dignitaries, world leaders, national tributes and
sporting events. Among his high-profile
engagements in the U.S. are Congressional
Medal of Honor presentations, presidential inaugural events, galas at the John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
celebrations at the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library honoring the former president’s Irish roots, 9/11 tributes and Memorial Day commemorations, and the 2018
Friends of Ireland luncheon at the U.S.
Capitol. Kearns also performed for the historic first visit of Pope
Francis to the U.S. in 2015 at the World Meeting of Families in
Philadelphia, and at a national tree lighting in Washington, D.C.
During his career, Kearns has devoted his time and talents to
hundreds of important causes. In 2014, he became an international ambassador for Wells of Life, a charity providing Ugandan communities with access to clean and safe drinking water.
The Anthony Kearns Memorial Well honors those who lost their
lives on September 11, 2001. Other causes he supports include
Autism Awareness; U.S. military troops, veterans and families;
Irish-American collaborations; and music education.
A sports fan, Kearns is a popular choice to open sporting
events across the U.S. His appearances include New York Mets/
Boston Red Sox games; the Breeder’s Cup in Louisville; FedEx
Field for a Washington/Atlanta NFL matchup; a military tribute at the Preakness in Baltimore; and a benefit hosted by the
Orlando Magic’s Tobias Harris, in memory of 9/11 victims and
American military forces defending liberty around the world.
“Singing is what I was born to do,” Kearns says. “I need it
like I need oxygen. Irish music is the way our people preserved
history. Before they could really read or write, they sang. They
passed along stories for generations by singing. I think that’s why
so many people are touched by Irish music. It’s suffering, joy,
pain, success, love for the land, nostalgia.
Regretting that the global pandemic has curtailed in-person appearances, Kearns shared thoughts about his upcoming
Skidaway Island appearance. “I’m eager to rekindle friendships
and again share my love of Irish music with Savannah. You are a
wonderfully welcoming audience.”

S

Building on the Irish Tenors’ success – and the growing international popularity of other Irish acts like River Dance – Kearns
added solo concerts throughout his native country, Europe and

the U.S. to his schedule. “When I set the
toe-tapping, bring a tear to the eye, put
a smile on the lips or a song in the heart,
then I’ve done my job. I just love the life!”
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Justin Horton
He Served • By Ron Lauretti

T

he Marine Corps valued Justin Horton’s service, recalling the Wilmington Island resident to active duty,
not just once, but twice after his original
discharge. Horton’s relationship with the
Marines began a few months after his high
school graduation in 1996 in Camden,
South Carolina. Looking for a challenge and
a change of scenery, Horton took advice from
his grandfather, George Sechrist, a former
Marine who was a combat veteran of the Korean War. Sechrist said, “If that’s what
you’re looking for (a challenge
and a change), join the
Marines.” So Horton
did just that. His
enlistment called
for four years of
active duty followed by four
more of reserve
duty subject to
reactivation, if
needed.
Completing
boot camp in October of 1996, Horton
reported to Camp Geiger, North Carolina, where
he received his permanent military
occupational specialty (MOS): anti-tank
demolition recoilless rifleman. He trained on
the live-fire artillery ranges of Camp Lejeune,
using an Mk.153SMAW rocket launcher, the
favorite “tank-buster” weapon of Marine infantry.
An anti-tank team consists of two men,
a gunner and a loader. Being the junior
half of his two-man team, Horton became
the gunner while his teammate became the
assistant gunner/loader. It is no easy job - a
two-man team firing a hand-held rocket at an
approaching, hostile armored vehicle. A welltrained crew could fire up to six rounds per
minute. The portable, shoulder-supported
rocket launcher weighed 17.41 pounds and
fired a variety of 84-mm rockets, from a high
explosive anti-tank round to an area defense
munition round. Maximum range was 700
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yards, but effective range was closer to 300.
Although the SMAW rocket launcher was
a portable weapon, a fully equipped two-man
crew could usually carry only three or four
30-pound rockets in addition to the launcher and their combat gear. A four-man crew
included two ammo carriers, adding six or
more additional rounds. Like most SMAW
rocket launchers at the time, the one Horton
used had a spotting rifle attached to its right
side, usually used to fire a tracer bullet to check for accuracy. The
magazine for the detachable rifle held six 9mm
tracer rounds.
When fired,
muzzle
blast
from the rear
was loud and
powerful. To
avoid the backblast,
regulations
required
that no personnel
be within a 60-degree cone behind the
weapon when it was
fired, out to 100 meters
away. And it was not meant to be
fired within a confined space. Both the rocket launcher and the spotting rifle had safety
mechanisms controlled by the shooter.
After completing rocket-launcher training, Horton deployed to Okinawa, Korea,
Panama, Colombia, and Haiti. His team
provided primary defense against enemy armored vehicles that might attack the adjoining infantry unit.
At Camp Lejeune, near the end of his
first active-duty tour, Horton was asked to
demonstrate to Gen. Charles C. Krulak, commandant of the Marine Corps, delivery of a
SMAW to a hostile environment using ropes
and a tilt-rotor Osprey aircraft, which was an
experimental vehicle at the time. After the
crew chief removed a floor plate in the passenger section, Horton, with rocket launcher
TheSkinnie
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in tow, squeezed through the
opening, grabbed the attached
rope, and rappelled 45 feet to
the ground. Watching from the
aircraft, the four-star general
was quickly convinced.
On October 10, 2000, Horton, a sergeant, was honorably
discharged. He was recalled to
active duty 11 months later,
just a few days after the September 11 attacks. He was
stationed at Marine Corps
Base, Quantico, Virginia, per- An Mk.153SMAW rocket launcher
forming daily security and assistance at the damaged Pentagon. “It was still smoking when I first
arrived there,” he recalls.
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Horton instructed his students
how to construct field-expedient
land mines with products available in a basic retail store. Safety,
of course, was paramount – all
personnel involved had to take
maximum care when fabricating,
carrying or using these anti-personnel booby traps or the more
powerful breaching mechanisms.
Horton had the nerves of steel required for this job.
In November of 2004, Horton was discharged again, free to resume
his twice-interrupted civilian life. After six years as a salesman, Horton
came to Savannah where he turned his passion for cooking into a entrepreneurial venture called JBS Foodz. He sells his specialty chicken
broth with different pickling combinations at local farmers markets
and on the Internet, making a living doing something he loves to do
– cook.

S

Though prepared for another attack, Horton’s reactivation lasted
only two months. When released, he joined his family’s heating and air
conditioning business in Dayton, Ohio. Life was routine until February of 2003, when the U.S. military was preparing for the invasion of
Iraq. The Marine Corps re-activated Horton again, notifying him to
report to Camp Pendleton, California. That recall lasted 10 months,
though Horton, a staff sergeant, did not deploy to Kuwait or Iraq. Instead, he was an instructor, subject to serious injury (or worse) should
any of his students make a mistake when firing the Mk.153SMAW

rocket launcher. He taught his
charges how to locate improvised
explosive devices (IEDs), which
had become the weapon of choice
of Iraqi insurgents.
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Parishioners of St. Peter’s Episcopale Church enjoyed a “Fat Sunday” in recognition of the annual Mardi Gras celebration in New Orleans.
Following Sunday’s service, the saints went marching into the
church hall, led by the Upper School Jazz Combo of Savannah Country Day School, for fun, fellowship, and a bake sale on behalf of the
Youth Pilgrimage trip later this year.
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island hopping
Please email content to mail@theskinnie.com.
Deadline is the Friday prior to publication.
WHO NEW?

WHAT: New Neighbors
WHEN: Visit www.landingsnewneighbors.com
to see our calendar
CONTACT: Visit our website or contact Jody at
nnnewmember@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: The club offers more than 250
different activities from biking, golf, pickleball,
walking groups or fishing to Mahjong, Bridge,
Needle-arts and Canasta. We have exciting
military tours and special events for you to enjoy
right here on Skidaway Island.

GOTTA LOVE IT

WHAT: Landlovers membership / open to all
Skidaway Islanders
HOW MUCH: Each $30 membership fee covers
one household of one or two adults.
CONTACT: Vicki Knapp at landloversmembership@gmail.com or visit www.landingslandlovers.
com for more information.
WHAT ELSE: The membership year runs from
September 1 through August 31. Landlovers is
a philanthropic and social organization dedicated to enriching the Landings community and
Skidaway Island at large. Landlovers sponsors
year-round social activities and fundraising events
to support student scholarships and multiple
non-profit service organizations.

METAL MANIA

WHAT: Ben Dory Art Exhibit
WHEN: Now through Thursday, March 31, 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily
WHERE: The Mansion on Forsyth Park Grand
Bohemian Gallery, 700 Drayton St.
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Carmen Aguirre, Carmen.Aguirre@
kesslercollection.com or 912.721.5007
WHAT ELSE: Savannah metalsmith Ben Dory
is the featured artist in the 4th annual Savannah
Series, a popular event showcasing talented local artists. His intricate jewelry pieces will be on display.

COAST WITH THE MOST

WHAT: Coastal Conservation Association of
Skidaway – Gray’s Reef 2022 MATE ROV
Competition
WHEN: Monday, March 14, 7 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Church
CONTACT: Paulette Hamilton, 610.509.0279
WHAT ELSE: Gray’s Reef National Marine
Sanctuary Foundation recently kicked off its
annual Southeast Regional MATE ROV Competition - an underwater remotely operated vehicle
challenge that engages a global community of
learners each year. Gray’s Reef chapter director
Jody Patterson will be the guest speaker, discuss-
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ing this exciting and educational opportunity
for area young people. The March raffle prize is
a 2-hour adventure cruise for 12 with Bull River
Cruises. The winner may choose from a variety
of tours.

AUCTION ACTION

WHAT: Landlovers Auctionmania
WHEN: Monday, March 14, 5-7 p.m.; Auction
closes at 7 p.m. sharp.
WHERE: Palmetto Ballroom
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: If you have high value items you
would like to donate, contact Maureen Mezei at
budapest1947@yahoo.com of Chris Lanigan at
chrislanigan40@gmail.com.
WHAT ELSE: A lively evening of fun and
friendly bidding on hundreds of unique and
high-value items to benefit Landlovers Foundation. Bidding will be conducted online via your
smartphone. Open to all Landings residents.

WELCOMING COMMITTEE

WHAT: Skidaway Abigails/WAG, Women Advocating for Georgians Meeting
WHEN: Tuesday, March 15, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Messiah Lutheran Church, Fellowship
Hall
CONTACT: To join as a guest ($10 guest fee)
contact chair@skidawayabigails.org
WHAT ELSE: Speakers will be Daniela Rodriguez and Christina Magaña from Migrant Equity
Southeast, a non-profit in Southeast Georgia
that advocates for immigrant rights. Some of its
programs include rent assistance, food assistance and COVID-19 vaccine events. MESE
also assists families navigate resources for their
children’s school, legal resources, housing rights
and medical resources. Members and guests attending in-person will be asked to show proof of
vaccination and masks are required. Participation
via Zoom is available.

ERIN GO BRAGH

WHAT: 2022 Shamrocks and Shenanigans
Celebration
WHEN: Wednesday, March 16 through
Sunday, March 20
WHERE: Plant Riverside District, W.
River St.
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Tyler Gray, tyler.gray@kesslercollection.com or 912.373.9100
WHAT ELSE: The five-day event offers
free live music on two riverfront stages,
Irish dance performances, family-friendly
activities, mini-golf and photos with Lucky
the Leprechaun, as well as festive food and
drink options for all ages.

ONE VOICE

WHAT: Solo concert by Anthony Kearns,
“Ireland’s Finest Tenor,” to benefit Safe
Shelter
WHEN: Wednesday, March 23, 7 p.m.
WHERE: Skidaway Community Church,
50 Diamond Causeway
HOW MUCH: Premium tickets - $75;
General admission - $60; Tickets are available at www.SafeShelter.org
CONTACT: Details at SafeShelter.org.
WHAT ELSE: Five super-premium tickets
are being offered to concert attendees
wishing to join guests-of-honor Anthony Kearns and his accompanist, David
George, for dinner at Palmer’s Steakhouse
at the Landings on Thursday, March 24.

CONSERVATIVELY
SPEAKING

WHAT: Skidaway Island Republican Club
(SIRC) “True Perspectives” luncheon
WHEN: Wednesday, March 16, 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse, the Landings
HOW MUCH: $30 per person; Pre-register and
pay by check or online at SIRC website
CONTACT: For more info, contact guyrandolph@hotmail.com or visit skidawayislandrepublicanclub.wildapricot.org
WHAT ELSE: Guest speaker Professor Roger
TheSkinnie
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Island Hopping
Butters of Hillsdale College will present “Nothing
Nice About Socialism.”

LUNAR LANDLOVERS

WHAT: Landlovers Plant Strong of Skidaway
Island
WHEN: Friday, March 18, at 6 p.m.
WHERE: Marsh Tower in the Landings
HOW MUCH: An appetizer with an Irish flare to
share and your beverage of choice
CONTACT: RSVP to simoneheymanwfpb@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Come enjoy the full moon rise
over the Eastern Marsh. Open to all Skidaway Islanders but you must be a member of Landlovers.
Visit landingslandlovers.com/join

READ ALL OVER

WHAT: JWOL Book Club meeting
WHEN: Monday, March 21, 10 a.m.
WHERE: Via Zoom; Book club members receive
a Zoom invitation on Friday, March 18
CONTACT: carol.kramber@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Gail Woffert will review Snow in
August and lead the discussion. The book tells
the story of an unlikely friendship between an
11-year-old Irish Catholic boy and a lonely rabbi
from Prague in 1947 Brooklyn.

TAG, YOU’RE IT

WHAT: TAGatNIGHT public art tour
WHEN: Wednesday, March 23, 5:30 p.m. to 7
p.m.
WHERE: JW Marriott Savannah Plant Riverside,
400 W. River St.
CONTACT: For information, contact Betsy McCullar, betsy2mccullar@gmail.com or
917.566.9101
WHAT ELSE: TAG members are invited, and
attendance will be limited. Please RSVP ASAP
when you receive the e-vite. We will observe the
hotel’s pandemic protocols. Director of Gallery
and Retail, Molly Johnson, will lead us on a walking tour and share how they curate the key public
spaces at Plant Riverside.

SWEET, SWEET MUSIC

WHAT: 2022 Savannah Music Festival
WHEN: Thursday, March 24, thru Saturday,
April 9
WHERE: Various locations
HOW MUCH: Ticket prices vary per show
CONTACT: info@savannahmusicfestival.org or
912.234.3378
WHAT ELSE: The 2022 festival will offer
unforgettable concerts and experiences, ranging
from live performances by master artists to traditional ring shouting, classical music, jazz, Cajun
dance parties, and much more. To view the full
schedule, visit savannahmusicfestival.org. Tickets
are available online at savannahmusicfestival.org,
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Island Hopping
by phone at 912.525.5050, or in person at 216
E. Broughton St. (Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m.)

GREEN IS THE NEW BLACK

WHAT: Volunteers needed for Club Car Championship
WHEN: March 26 through April 3
WHERE: The Landings Club
HOW MUCH: $15 Green Team t-shirt purchase
required
CONTACT: To become a Green Team volunteer contact Connie Squibb at GreenTeamChair2020@gmail
WHAT ELSE: Join the tournament’s “Green
Team,” to help encourage recycling and reduce
litter throughout the Club Car Championship at
the Landings. The recycling initiative is supported
by Skidaway Audubon and dovetails with the
Landings’ efforts to protect the island environment. The event benefits 10 local charities.

TYBEE TIME

WHAT: Landlovers Coastal Georgia Living, formerly known as the Green Thumb Club, presents
“Tybee Island: Savannah’s Summertime Retreat”
WHEN: Wednesday, April 6, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
WHERE: Fellowship Hall at Messiah Lutheran
Church
HOW MUCH: Membership fee pro-rated for
end of year/$5 guest fee
CONTACT: Donna Bunn, donnabunn@gmail.
com or Deb Werner, debkwerner@yahoo.com
WHAT ELSE: Sarah Jones, executive director of
Tybee Island Historical Society, will take us from
the first English settlers on the island to the 20th
century. Open to all Skidaway Islanders, but you
must be a member of Landlovers.

BUTTERFLIES ARE FREE

WHAT: Photos from Michoacan, Mexico
WHEN: Thursday, April 7, from 4 to 5 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Skidaway
Island
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: friendsofskidawayaudubon@gmail.
com
WHAT ELSE: Mary Ann and Jorge Gojman
share their astounding photos and experiences
from their recent trip to Michoacan, Mexico,
where millions of North America’s monarch
butterflies migrate thousands of miles to winter.
Hosted by Skidaway Audubon.

PLAY DATE

WHAT: Landlovers Game Day
WHEN: Friday, April 8, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Clubhouse
HOW MUCH: $50 for play and lunch buffet
CONTACT: For more information and to register
by April 5 to play and/or buy raffle

tickets for some great items, go to landloversevents.eventsmart.com, or contact Eileen Yost @
eileenyrn@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Open to all Skidaway Islanders,
but you must be a member of Landlovers. www.
landingslandlovers.com/join.

FUN FUNDRAISER

WHAT: “Together for a Cure” fundraiser for cancer research and patient care in our community
WHEN: April 9 and 13; Register now at togetherforacure.net
CONTACT: Lynda Stockslager, Lynda Stockslager
at 2022TFAC@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Includes golf, tennis, pickleball,
bocce, croquet, 5k run, 1- and 2-mile fun walk,
silent auction, sponsorships or tributes. There
are ways for all Landings residents to participate!
Proceeds benefit Mercer University School of
Medicine’s Summer Scholars Program and St.
Joseph’s/Candler Health Systems Nurse Navigation Program.

WHERE ART THOU?

WHAT: Landings Art Association Annual Spring
Show and Silent Auction
WHEN: Monday, April 11, 5 to 8 p.m.
WHERE: Palmetto Club Ballroom, the Landings
HOW MUCH: $5 per person at the door
CONTACT: LAA website at www.landingsartassociation.com
WHAT ELSE: A juried show of more than 100
works by local artists in all media, and a silent
auction of original art from 35 artists to benefit
Savannah schoolchildren through LAA’s Arts in
Education programs. Live jazz and complimentary
hors d’oeuvres. All artwork on display is for sale.
Come marvel at the talent that surrounds you!

COME FLY WITH ME

WHAT: Coastal Conservation Association of
Skidaway April meeting – “Fly Fishing”
WHEN: Monday, April 11, 7 p.m.
WHERE: St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Skidaway
Island
CONTACT: Paulette Hamilton, 610.509.0279
WHAT ELSE: Speakers Chad Dubose of Rivers
and Glen Trading Company and fly fisherman
Doug Painter will discuss fly fishing and how it
differs between Savannah and mountain rivers,
streams and lakes. They will address lagoons in
the Landings, the Lowcountry marshes, and tidal
fluctuations, as well as the different flies and
equipment used. The April raffle prize is a fly rod
and reel from Rivers and Glen.

NO PLACE LIKE HOME

WHAT: “Envision and Enjoy,” Landlovers 2022
Tour of Homes
WHEN: Saturday, May 14, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WHERE: The tour features eight extraordiwww.theskinnie.com

nary homes at the Landings, as well as a special
apartment and lovely cottage at the Marshes. A
continuous shuttle will provide transportation from
the Methodist Church rear parking lot to and from
the Marshes.
HOW MUCH: Tickets are $50 at landloversevents.
eventsmart.com/. Deadline for purchase is May
6, or while supplies last. Tickets are limited in
quantity, available only to Skidaway Island residents
and their guests.
CONTACT: For questions about tickets, contact
Heidi Lieberman at hlieberman5@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Pick-up prepaid tickets Wednesday, May 11, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Palmetto
Clubhouse. This event only happens every two
years. Proceeds support the philanthropy of the
Landlovers Foundation, Inc.

TAXATION
REPRESENTATION

WHAT: Opportunities for volunteer income
tax assistance with Neighborhood Improvement
Association
WHEN: starting in January, flexible hours from 9
a.m. to 8 p.m.
WHERE: several sites in Savannah, Pembroke,
Rincon, Richmond Hill and Hinesville
CONTACT: Tiffany Carter, tcarter@niacdc.org
or 912.447.5577
WHAT ELSE: This program helps underserved
communities by offering free tax preparation. No
experience necessary. Volunteers include greeters/
screeners and tax preparers.

PREPARATION STATION

WHAT: AARP volunteer free tax preparation
WHEN: Now until April 18, Monday through
Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WHERE: Live Oak Library: SW Branch at
Savannah Mall, 14097 Abercorn St. (Monday
through Friday); Bull St. Branch, 2002 Bull St.
(Monday, Wednesday and Thursday)
HOW MUCH: Free
CONTACT: Visit www.aarp.org/taxaide for more
information.
WHAT ELSE: AARP Foundation Tax-Aide can
help prepare your 2021 tax return. IRS-certified
volunteers provide tax preparation service to
anyone, completely free. You don’t even have to
be an AARP member. To be safe, we are using
a “drop-off ” service model, where you make an
appointment to leave your documents for us to
prepare your tax return.

BODY AND SOUL

WHAT: Mat Pilates and Sit-Fit exercise classes
at Skidaway Island United Methodist Church
(SIUMC)
WHEN: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Mat

Pilates, 9:15-10:10 a.m.; Sit Fit: 10:15-11:10 a.m.
WHERE: Bailey Hall at SIUMC, 54 Diamond
Causeway
HOW MUCH: $5 per class for 8 or more classes
per month. $6.25 per class for 7 or fewer classes
per month.
CONTACT: For more info or to register, call
Elena Bennett, ACSM-certified fitness instructor
at 404.510.6042
WHAT ELSE: Mat Pilates participants must
bring an exercise mat and be able to get up/down
from the floor. Sit-Fit participants should wear
athletic shoes. Everyone should bring a water
bottle.

ANIMAL ATTRACTION

WHAT: Call for volunteers
WHEN: Flexible hours to meet your needs and
schedule, various tasks
WHERE: The Humane Society Thrift Shop,
7215 Sallie Mood Dr.
CONTACT: Volunteer coordinator, Yvonne
Hemphill, 603.502.6906
WHAT ELSE: No experience necessary. All
proceeds from the thrift shop go to supporting the
care of the shelter’s animals.

BUNCO SQUAD

WHAT: Landlovers Bunco, open to all Skidaway
Island residents, not just the Landings
WHEN: Second Wednesday of each month at
6:30 p.m.
WHERE: Landings Association meeting room
HOW MUCH: $6 in singles to be used as prizes
and to cover the room fee
CONTACT: Eileen Yost, eileenyrn@gmail.com.
WHAT ELSE: Landlovers membership is
required but Landings Club membership is not
required. TLA reserves the right to reschedule and
will try to give a 24-hour notice. Unless you hear
otherwise, meet at 6:30 p.m. to set up and socialize before the games begin. Drinks in covered
containers are allowed.

FERAL FRIENDSHIP

WHAT: Skidaway Cat Alliance Team
WHEN: Ongoing
WHERE: Skidaway Island and surrounding
CONTACT: skidawaycats@gmail.com or visit our
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/skidawaycatallianceteam
WHAT ELSE: The Skidaway Cat Alliance Team
is a group of dedicated animal lovers who provide
food, population control (spay/neuter), medical
care, and shelter for free-roaming cats in the
Skidaway area. We have cats and kittens currently
being fostered that are available to new, loving
homes.

BE A DECENT DOCENT

WHAT: Become a historical interpreter
WHEN: Part-time – Monday thru Saturday, 10
a.m.-4 p.m.; or Sundays, 12 noon -4 p.m.
WHERE: The Andrew Low House Museum, 329
Abercorn St. on Lafayette Square
HOW MUCH: $9.50 per hour
CONTACT: Chris Sergi, Education and Programs Manager Andrew Low House csergi@
andrewlowhouse.com or 912.233.1828 ext.102
WHAT ELSE: The Andrew Low House is
searching for enthusiastic and dedicated individuals with a love of history to serve as guides and
educators to represent our museum.

MEN OF ACTION

WHAT: Landlovers Men’s Action Movies, open
to all Skidaway Island residents, not just the
Landings
WHEN: Subject to COVID restrictions and
availability of movies of interest
HOW MUCH: Movie admission
CONTACT: Dave Robinson, dave.robinson16@
gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Men’s Action Movies is a friendly
gathering to enjoy late afternoon movies and
grab a bite to eat. Dinner is optional, RSVPs are
appreciated. No dues. Carpool from the Methodist Church. About five days in advance, you
will receive information regarding movie choices
and restaurant selection. Landlovers membership
required.

SHALOM

WHAT: JWOL Membership
HOW MUCH: Annual membership is $20
CONTACT: Sherri Brecker
WHAT ELSE: Mail or tube check to Sherri at 18
Cricket Court. Membership entitles each member
to share in the many wonderful programs and
social events JWOL offers.

SHUTTERBUGS

WHAT: Landlovers Digital Photography Club,
open to all Skidaway Island residents, not just the
Landings
WHEN: Monthly field trips TBA
WHERE: Somewhere outdoors
COST: Free, but Landlovers membership is
required
CONTACT: Amy Collings, landloversphotoclub@gmail.com
WHAT ELSE: Visit www.landingslandlovers.
com/activities for more information regarding the
Photography Club.

Complete Island Hopping listings are available at www.theskinnie.com
www.theskinnie.com
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#243 IHOP Stack
CHALLENGER CLUES*

BEWARE OF ALIENS!

$20 each, with a maximum of 50 words • $5 for each additional 10 words • Contact Teri Grayson at 598.9715 or email classifieds@theskinnie.com

AIR CONDITIONING
SERVICE/REPAIR

ACROSS
01. Rudyard Kipling’s address in India?
06. Home, for most of us
10. Eschew chow
14. Acid which is a building block for
proteins
15. Cousin of “BOOM!”
16. Marathon Petroleum gas statiom brand
17. *They’re often used on thighs*
20. Chopin’s “Tristesse”, e.g.
21. Ipecac, functionally
22. Skullcap
25. Grown-up srta.
26. Watchdog org. founded by Nixon
27. *Animals that have skulls*
30. Cologne crowd?
31. Indian river that doesn’t flow into any
sea or ocean
32. Bessemer dregs
36. Type of ‘bar’ for meteorologists
37. Cat- ___ -tails
39. It can emit hot air
40. Long stretch
42. Person in an asana
43. Tanks
45. *Edison’s favorite invention*
48. Gas
51. Toronto center?
52. Kind of mistake
53. Yummy French word for ‘lightning’
55. Erode
57. *The other asterisked clues*
62. A lot
63. Eliel’s son
64. CIA offering
65. “Star Wars” hero
66. Ladder rung, e.g.
67. Sniggler

DOWN
01. ___ Minella (Muppet chimpanzee)
02. Org. for over 200,000 bikers
03. Cool
04. Animus
05. British Royal Marine, informally
06. Song in which you know the lyrics
07. Blackthorn fruit
08. Wee hour?
09. One coulomb per second

Impact Air, LLC • We service/repair all brands of Air
Conditioning & Heating equipment. Services range
from duct repairs to replacement of an entire HVAC
system. With over 20 years of experience, you are sure
to receive quality work at a fair price. We also offer
maintenance plans to keep your HVAC system(s)
operating efficiently. Call Dan Abel, 912.667.1472.
Licensed & Insured GA Lic# CN211101

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
AND AUTOMOBILES

DIXIE MOTORS, INC. • Serving Savannah since
1980. From minor to major repairs on all makes
and models. We offer 30-minute oil change service.
Towing available. Fleet service available. A/C experts.
Nationwide warranty. Conveniently located at 2013
E. Victory Drive (across the parking lot from Home
Depot). 355.3568.
LEXUS & TOYOTA OWNERS • Factory trained
Lexus and Toyota Master Technicians with 25 years
experience. ASE certified. Located minutes from The
Landings, Loaner car available with any major service
or repair. Performing services and repairs at a fraction of the dealership prices. Savannah Autoworx,
116 Shipyard Rd, Savannah, Ga 31406. Phone:
912.356.0007. We service all makes and models.
Open Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

CARPET CLEANING
SERVICES

10. Clotho, for one
11. Excellence, to the Ancient Greeks
12. Substitute for legal tender
13. Puccini opera that ends with a double
suicide
18. Anasazi dwelling
19. The Minutemen of the NCAA
22. Jockey’s nemesis?
23. Weird
24. “You ___ Beautiful” (1975 hit song)
25. “Sophie’s Choice” narrator
28. “All of life is 6 to 5 against” writer
29. Cation’s opposite
33. Pertaining to lands of the Eastern
Mediterranean
34. Overwhelmed
35. Barbarians

38. Pizza slice, usually
41. Drake pintail duck
44. Clock setting in Apia
46. Brumby, Haflinger, and Morgan, e.g.
47. Band aid?
48. Gas station with an orange logo
49. Onomatopoetic sternutation
50. Type of spot on a car
54. NASA equivalent in “Planet of the
Apes”
55. Ireland
56. Opposite of ‘under’
58. Type of heavy blanket
59. Initials on Stan Musial’s cap
60. Clean start?
61. Mercedes muscle car

Puzzle answers, page 33

*For each puzzle a relatively difficult set of clues (Challenger) will accompany the first printing. In the subsequent issue,
the same puzzle will appear with an easier set of clues (Standard) Email questions/comments to puzzler@theskinnie.com
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COMPUTER SERVICES

ONSITE NETWORK SERVICES, LLC • Jacob
Dimond providing prompt and professional onsite
computer and IT services for Landings residents for
over 15 years. Specializing in Windows and Apple
computers, laptops, iPad and smart devices, new
computer sales and upgrades, computer cleaning and
tune ups. Transfer programs and files from old to
new computers. Wireless network and printer installation. Install streaming TV services and help customers “cut the cord”. Provide training and tutoring.
Smart Home device installation, lightning/power
surge repairs and data recovery. Recycling or donation of old equipment. Free phone consultations.
Call 598.2990 or 507.2693, 7 days a week.
Savannah Computer Services, Inc. • Professionally
serving coastal areas of Georgia and South Carolina
for over 25 years. Specializing in both business and
residential PCs, Macs, and most IT equipment with
a full spectrum of services including but not limited
to installation, networking, cabling, diagnostic and
repair, upgrades, data recovery, virus removal and
prevention, moving/relocation, and consulting. Specialty business offerings include VOIP phones, high
speed internet circuits with failover, and hosted cloud
backup services. Enjoy fast and convenient on-site
service, FREE pickup and delivery, or remote service
by appointment only. Quotes are always free and no
travel charge within our local area of coverage. Call
Mike and Cyndy Tabakian, 912.756.7860 or visit
our web site at savannahcomputer.com

CLEANING SERVICES

HUBBARD’S MAID SERVICE. 912.961.9131.
Serving successful people since 2004. Best standard
practices are applied in hiring of all employees. Voted
Best of Savannah since 2005. We are the highest rated
and most reviewed company in the Coastal Empire.
www.theskinnie.com

DOOR SCREENS

Phantom Screens • The Phantom Screen’s unique
retractable design means it is there when you need it
and disappears when you do not. Designed for doors,
windows and large openings up to 25 ft. wide, we
have a Phantom screen to meet your needs. Available
in a variety of colors to compliment your home décor. Call 912.552.2331 or visit phantomscreens.com

ELECTRICIAN

KMB Technology • As a Savannah native, Kerry
McBride has over 40 years of experience as a commercial and residential electrician. He specializes in
electrical repairs, renovations, and service engineering. All work is done to code and done with expert
craftsmanship and integrity. Please call or email for a
quote or any questions!! 912.508.5540 or kmbinc@
comcast.net

FACIALS/SKINCARE

COOLSCULPTING® BY
COOL BODY CONTOURING

COOLSCULPTING® SPRING SPECIAL • 20%
up to 50% Discount depending on purchase. FDA
cleared non-invasive stubborn fat removal for good.
Call for free consultation with Dr. Martin Everhard,
MD, PhD, FACS, 912.200.6000. Located at 9100
White Bluff Road, Suite 102 (across from Food
Lion).
DIAMOND CARPET AND TEXTILE SERVICES
• Founded in 2001, Diamond provides Award Winning* Service in Carpeting, Tile & Grout, Upholstery and Oriental Cleaning. Featuring Experienced,
Polite, Professional, Uniformed personnel our goal
is to accomplish your complete satisfaction. Our
reviews are on Google and Facebook or ask your
neighbor for a personal referral! For Better Results,
CALL Diamond today! 912.349.7115 SMS accepted 912.658.2899 www.diamondcarpetandtextileservices.com

tiques | Salons | Garages | Laundry Rooms.

CUSTOM FLOORING

Facials by Deloris • Located at the JEA, 5111 Abercorn St. Our hours of operation are Monday &
Wednesday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday: 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. You may also like to explore our factfilled website: facialsbydelorissavannah.com to learn
more about us. Look forward to meeting you, face
to face! Please call/text for appointments, phone:
912.398.3447.

FISHING

Bandy’s Bait Shop • Enter Rodney Hall Boat Ramp
at Butter Bean Beach. We offer live bait: Shrimp,
Minnows, Crickets, Worms. Frozen: Shrimp, Mullet,
and Squid. Assorted light tackle. Assorted snacks.
We’re open 7 days a week, Mon thru Friday, 7 a.m. to
2 p.m., Sat and Sunday, 7 a.m. to 3 p.m., also most
holidays. Phone: 912.354.6444.

FOR SALE

Floors & More Custom Epoxy Floors • Refinish
your floors in durable and easy-to-clean epoxy today. Our flooring is poured directly over your existing surface and comes in various colors and finishes. Get a free estimate today. Call: 912.777.9431 |
843.540.3402 | info@floorsmore.net. Offices | Bou-

PRICE REDUCTION!! For Sale • Landings resident has three plots in the Forest Lawn Cemetery.
The current value is $3995 per plot. They are located
in the beautiful Old Rugged Cross section. We are
offering these at $2,500 each. We’re willing to sell
them individually or as a group. Please email us for
additional information, stargrays@gmail.com.
TheSkinnie
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GOLF CARTS
FOR SALE OR RENT

Golf Carts of Savannah LLC • We have late model E-Z-Go RXV and Club Car Precedent carts that
are beyond Landings equipped. Short- or long-term
rentals available. Call Dana Oliver at 354.1113 for
details and directions.

GUNS

Guns Wanted • Top cash paid. Gunstock, LLC, 5
East Montgomery Cross Road, Savannah’s Firearms
Source., 912.438.5811.

HELP WANTED

Position Available: Receptionist at Four Seasons
Travel, 9-5 five days a week. Need flexible, sociable
and pleasant multi-tasker who is computer savvy with
knowledge of Excel. Call 912.598.8000 and leave
name and number or drop your resume by at Four
Seasons in the Village.

HOMES FOR RENT OR SALE

Are you thinking about selling your home? I have
buyers interested in buying your house! We also offer FREE design consultations, staging, professional
photography and local marketing! Mention this ad
and get a reduced rate commission! Nicole Casino
with Savannah Real Estate Experts, 912.356.0006 or
912.598.6250
Robin Boaen • A Landings resident with 16 years
of Realtor expertise. My firm brings you a wealth of

knowledge and a concierge level of service. I’m the
agent you need to get top dollar for your home in
this hot real estate market! Contact Robin today!
912.272.3826 or robin@robinboaengroup.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
AND REMODELING

Savannah Tradesmen • Complete Home Remodeling and Construction Contractor. Custom Kitchens
and Baths. Additions, Screened Porches, Decks. Certified Pella Window/Door Installer. Roofing Experts.
Stucco Specialist. Concrete, Pavers, Hardscapes.
Water Damage Restoration Certified. Foundation
structural repair experts. Home Inspector Certified.
Wood Rot, Pressure Washing, and Painting. Design
Consultation Services Available. Licensed and Insured Georgia Contractors #RBQA004670. Free Estimates. Home: 351.0716 or cell: 656.8842.
John Hodges Construction, Inc. • We specialize in
window and door replacement and repair. We¹re a
Pella and Marvin certified contractor. We also specialize in exterior siding, decks, service fence and
trim. Interior remodeling: Kitchen, bathrooms, and
trim. No job too small. Serving the Landings since
1982. Call 313.2767.
Murray’s Home Improvements • We offer all types
of home repairs with professional services at reasonable prices. Custom remodeling, new construction,
rotted wood replacement, along with interior and exterior woodwork. We also repair and install all types
of roofs. We’ve been serving Savannah for over 30

years. Call Stacey Murray at 912.346.0046

INTERIOR DESIGN
AND DECORATING

Debbie’s Decorating • For over 20 years, throughout the United States, I’ve designed and decorated
homes, offices, and new construction. I would love to
assist you in updating your home! Please call now to
book your appointment with Landings resident Debbie Leecock. Phone 214.405.0989 or visit my website
at www.dleecock.com.

LANDSCAPING/LAWN CARE

Grassmaster Lawn Care • We offer complete landscape management with year-round service. Our
services also include fertilization, insect, weed, and
fungus control, along with lawn and shrub programs.
We are your total lawn care service. We also offer
landscaping, i.e. lawn renovation and sodding. Licensed and Insured. Free estimates. Please call Mike
Schuman at 354.8856.
Scott’s Lawn Service, LLC • Customer service you
deserve! We are committed to providing the most
reliable lawn care service and maintenance. Offering
complete lawn care needs including lawn mowing,
edging, pruning, hedge trimming, blowing, and pine
straw installation, and fertilizer. Call today for a free
estimate. Let us maintain your property, so you can
enjoy it. Licensed and insured. 912.656.8472
New Leaf Landscape Management • As Skidaway

Island residents, we understand your need to maintain a beautiful well-kept lawn. New Leaf Landscape
Management specializes in full-service lawn maintenance and fertilization, debris removal and professional landscaping design/installation. With over
15 years in the industry, we have developed strong
relationships with local companies to deliver superior
products for your home at the utmost competitive
prices. Please call for your no obligation lawn evaluation and free quote. Thank you! 912.656.9088 or
912.210.9773. Licensed and Insured.

MOVING & DELIVERY

Specialty Moving and Delivery • Residential and
Commercial Relocation Specialists Local & Long
Distance. Offering Household Moving & Rearranging, Business Relocation & Inter-office Moving,
Pickup & Delivery Service, Installation & Assembly,
Loading & Unloading, Packing & Crating, Shipping
& Receiving, Warehousing & Storage and Packing
Supplies. Specializing in Items that Require Special Care including: Fine Furniture & Pianos, Art
& Antiques, Office Furniture & Systems, Business
Machines & Electronics and Medical & Institutional
Equipment. Serving the Landings for over 20 years.
Licensed & Insured. References. Call 925.9528.
Gracious Moves • Landings Resident/Realtor® /
Move Manager, Brooke Bass has been assisting
families since 1985. Moving simplified from A to
Z: Prepare home for sale, list and sell, sort, pack,
organize, floor plan, stage, unpack, setup, hang art,
remove boxes on moving day! NAR® Outstanding
Service Award! www.GraciousMoves.com; Brooke@
GraciousMoves.com; Call Brooke, 912.655.9299

PAINTING AND
POWER WASHING

Islands Painting • Proudly serving the Landings for
over 20 years. We specialize in custom interior and
exterior painting. We also do pressure washing of
homes, sidewalks, driveways, etc. Wallpaper removal and much more!! Thank you for your consideration. Please see my reviews at TLA, NextDoor and
Young Neighbors at the Landings on Facebook. Call
Tommy Rigdon, 912.308.4601 or email: tjrigdon@
yahoo.com
Bocanegra Painting, LLC. • High quality, affordable painting by licensed and insured local company.
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to be servicing commercial and residential properties
in Savannah and along Coastal Georgia. For a complimentary consultation, get in touch with us today.
Call: 912.455.5041 Email: savannah@savatree.com
Visit: savatree.com

WINDOW CLEANING
AND SERVICE
Services include interior and exterior painting, popcorn ceiling removal, wood rot repair, cabinet refinishing and stains. We do the job right the first time
with a hardworking crew and attention to detail. Our
highly satisfied customers can be found in the Landings and surrounding island communities. Ask your
neighbors and check out our reviews on NextDoor
and Facebook. References available. Call Jorge Bocanegra for a free estimate at 912.212.6379 or email
at BocanegraPainting1@gmail.com.

PETS

Peaceful Pets • Planning a trip out of town? Or do
you work long hours and need someone to take your
pet out for a restroom break? Peaceful Pets is a Pet
Sitting Service that can do this. I offer affordable
rates and overnight visits. Call 912.707.1707 for
pricing, www.peacefulpetssavannah.com.

Soap on a Rope • Power washing, window cleaning
and more. Local, professional, personable, and fully insured. Voted Savannah’s best 2018, and 2019!
From homes to high-rises. 912.233.1544 soaponaropeinc.com

WINDOW BLINDS & TREATMENTS, STORM PROTECTION AND AWNINGS

Skidaway Cat Alliance Team provides for the humane treatment, health, welfare and population control (spay/neuter) of free-roaming cats on and around
Skidaway Island. If you are interested in learning
more or need help with a feral cat, please contact
us at skidawaycats@gmail.com or visit our facebook
page, https://www.facebook.com/skidawaycatallianceteam.

TREE SERVICES

Treemaster, Inc. • We offer these services for all of
your tree needs: trimming, pruning, and removal. We
also offer stump grinding. We’re bonded and insured.
24-hour emergency service. We accept all major
credit cards except Discover. We are the sister company of Grassmasters, owned by Landings residents,
Mike and Diane Schuman. Call us at 912.598.0140.

Savannah Blinds is the premier window treatment expert in your area. We offer an abundance of
custom interior window treatment options, exterior
storm protection, and outdoor shade! Our products
reflect the highest quality in our industry. Let us outfit your home with beautiful shade options today!
912.224.0459; office@savannahblinds.com

SavATree’s team of professional arborists use their
expertise, regional experience and eco-sensible philosophy to provide you with exemplary tree, shrub
and lawn care services. We positively impact the
value and beauty of your property through services
including pruning, fertilizing, diagnosis, insect and
disease treatments, removals and more. We’re proud
TheSkinnie
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This photo of an eastern bluebird was snapped here on Skidaway Island by Mary Shaner.
“Wild Things” is a regular feature in The Skinnie, featuring your photographs of our beloved island.
Email your high-resolution photos to production@theskinnie.com. Please include your name
and a little info about where the photo was taken.
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